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Deputy is 
appointed 
new leader 
of council 

DUDLEY Council’s new 
leader pledged to put ‘com¬ 
munity engagement at the 
heart’ of the authority’s 
work,while revealing plans 
for the outgoing boss to stay 
on as a cabinet member. 

Councillor Pete Lowe was 
officially appointed leader of 
Dudley Council at a meeting 
of the full council on Mon¬ 
day, following Councillor 
David Sparks’ decision to 
stand down. 

The new boss, a Lye 
and Stourbridge North 
councillor, has declared his 
priorities as community 
engagement and inclusion, 
also maintaining Dudley as 
an authority which is ahead 
of the curve nationally. 

He revealed that Council¬ 
lor Sparks will remain in the 
controlling group’s cabinet. 
The Labour group will ap¬ 
point a deputy leader by the 
end of this week. 

Councillor Lowe said: 
“David is a tough act to fol¬ 
low and I’m delighted that 
he has accepted my offer to 
remain on the cabinet as his 
expertise in areas such as 
combined authorities is in¬ 
valuable. He’s a very close 
political and personal friend 
and has given incredible ser¬ 
vice to local government in 
Dudley.” 

Councillor Lowe has been 
on the council for almost 10 
years and had been deputy 
leaden_ 

Free parking 
for shoppers 

PARKING charges will be 
suspended by Dudley Coun¬ 
cil across the borough this 
Saturday for the benefit of 
festive shoppers and trad¬ 
ers. 

Cradley Heath youth 
choir, Pure Harmony, has 
been confirmed to perform 
at 2pm at the Small Busi¬ 
ness Saturday Christmas 
Market taking place from 
10am to 4pm at Stone Street 
Square. 

Free parking at all coun¬ 
cil-run car parks is also 
being offered on December 
14 and 21. 


£20M RAIL BID 
FOR CASTLE HILL 


A LIGHT rail service taking train pas¬ 
sengers into Dudley for the first time 
in 50 years could be opened within 
five years under a £20 million flagship 
project. 

The state-of-the-art railcar would transport 
millions of visitors from Dudley Port station to 
the former station at the bottom of Castle Hill. 


This would help tourists 
visit Dudley Zoo, the Black 
Country Living Museum 
and Dudley Canal Trust. 
There are also plans to then 
extend the light rail service 
towards Dudley bus station. 

The scheme has been 
unveiled following a deal 
struck between Dudley 
Council and Warwick Man¬ 
ufacturing Group, which 
wants to use it as a pilot 
scheme for its next genera¬ 
tion of railcars. 

The group will open a 
multi-storey National Cen¬ 
tre For Development of Very 
Light Rail Technology at the 
new station. Around 45 peo¬ 
ple would work at the site, 
overseeing the trial service 
and developing the technol¬ 
ogy. 

Funding 

Two tracks would be laid 
on a disused freight line 
from Dudley Port to the 
town with one used for the 
passenger service and the 
second for exclusive use by 
the tram developers. 

The group and council 
have secured support from 
Centro. The Black Country 
Living Museum and Dudley 
Zoo have also backed the 
plan. 

Dudley Council transport 
boss Councillor Khurshid 
Ahmed said a business case 
was being written up for 
funding with bids to be 
made to the Government’s 
Local Growth Fund and to 


By Alex Ross 


the European Union. It is 
hoped that work could start 
on the scheme as early as 
next year, with the open¬ 
ing of the passenger service 
planned within five years. 

Councillor Ahmed said: 
“The passenger tram train 
service would be the jewel in 
the crown for the continued 
regeneration of Dudley. 

“It would bring huge 
potential for the town, 
bringing in millions of new 
visitors who currently face 
difficulty getting to the town 
and its attractions.” 

“Thirty seven million peo¬ 
ple visit Birmingham each 
year, with 70 per cent com¬ 
ing in on train and we need 
an easy link for those people 
into Dudley.” 

He added: “The scheme 
depends on funding but we 
are confident this will hap¬ 
pen. 

“We have received enthu¬ 
siastic support from groups 
across the country and in 
the borough. 

“This has been a long¬ 
time in the making but now 
we feel we are now at a stage 
to announce it.” 

Councillor Ahmed said 
the scheme would not stop 
the council’s aspiration for 
an extension of the Midlane 
Metro service through Dud¬ 
ley to Brierley Hill, serving 
the Merry Hill shopping 
centre. 


Lights fantastic for the festive season 



THERE were plenty of 
smiles — and even snow 

— as thousands turned out 
to see the Christmas lights 
switched on in Stourbridge. 

Market stalls lined the 
High Street giving visitors 
the chance to browse for 
gifts. There were also vin¬ 
tage steam engines, a food 
festival and free funfair 
rides. 

Entertainment in the 
square outside the Crown 
Centre included perfor¬ 
mances by The Empty Can 

— the band behind the 
Black Country Anthem — 
and singers from Halesow¬ 
en-based Startime Variety. 

Father Christmas joined 
Chairman of Stourbridge 
Chamber of Trade, David 
Harcourt, to light up the 
Christmas tree at the top of 
the High Street. 

There were cheers from 
the crowd as an artificial 
snow machine added to the 
festive spirit with young¬ 
sters dancing around in the 
snowflakes. 

Mr Harcourt, who organ¬ 
ised the event with Dudley 
Council and the Ryemarket 
Shopping Centre, thanked 
the crowds for turning out. 
“I’ve never seen quite so 
many people in Stourbridge 
at Christmas time before,” 
he added. 

It is Brierley Hill’s turn 
with festivities taking place 
in the town on Saturday 
with a Christmas tree festi¬ 
val at St Michael’s Church 
from 11am to 2pm, a panto 
trail in Brierley Hill High 
Street from 10am to 3.30pm 
and the lights switched on at 
5pm at the Moor Centre. 


Man is 
rescued 
after fall 
down cliff 

A MAN fell more than 50ft 
down a cliff face at a nature 
reserve in Dudley sparking 
a major rescue bid by fire 
crews and paramedics. 

Specialist teams were 
brought in to rescue the 
man, aged in his 20s, after 
the fall in Wrens Nest Na¬ 
ture Reserve. 

It took emergency ser¬ 
vices more than an hour to 
stabilise the man and raise 
him to safety due to the dif¬ 
ficult location where they 
found him. 

The man managed to 999 
himself to alert paramedics 
after the fall from a pathway 
above the cliff. He suffered 
arm and pelvic injuries and 
a suspected chest injury in 
the accident. 

Paramedics 

An air ambulance was 
sent to the scene but the 
man was take by road to 
Birmingham’s Queen Eliz¬ 
abeth Hospital for further 
treatment. 

Crews from West Mid¬ 
lands Ambulance Service 
arrived at the scene shortly 
after 11am on Monday. 

Paramedics from the Haz¬ 
ardous Area Response Team 
called for the assistance of 
fire crews to help bring the 
man to safety. Rescue teams 
from Wednesbury and Bick- 
enhill fire stations joined a 
crew from Brierley Hill fire 
station. 

Three hurt 
in car crash 

A STRETCH of a busy road 
was closed and three people 
were taken to hospital after 
a head-on crash during rush 
hour in Dudley on Monday. 

Emergency services were 
called to the A491 in King- 
swinford near the A449 is¬ 
land at around 5pm. 

A van was involved in a 
collision with a Seat Ibiza 
travelling in the opposite 
direction. 

The driver of the van and 
the driver of the car and 
passenger were taken to 
hospital. 
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Town employs its first 'ambassador' 


DUDLEY has appointed an ‘ambas¬ 
sador’ as part of the multi-million 
transformation of the town centre. 

The new role will take on respon¬ 
sibility for working closely with 
traders and businesses in the town 
to help boost visitor numbers. 

Communications professional 
Nikki Cheung has taken up the role, 
which is funded by the European 
Regional Development Fund and 


Dudley Council. Two new appren¬ 
ticeship places will also be created 
and volunteers will be recruited 
to act as ‘champions’ for the town 
centre and Castle Hill tourism zone. 

Ms Cheung said: “This is a re¬ 
ally exciting time to work in Dud¬ 
ley. Millions of pounds are being 
invested to improve the town and 
I am delighted to be a part of this. 

“Part of my role is to shout about 


the many things that are attractive 
and unique to the town. This will 
be everything from its fascinating 
history and architectural features, 
which are still being uncovered, to 
its thriving cafe and independent 
shops scene.” 

She added: “I will also organise 
events in the town centre, with the 
first one being the Small Business 
Saturday Christmas market, which 


is taking place in Stone Street 
Square on Saturda.” 

Regeneration boss Councillor 
Judy Foster said: “The Dudley Am¬ 
bassadors team is an integral part of 
the resources we are ploughing into 
Dudley to regenerate the town. 

“The future recruitment of com¬ 
munity volunteers sits squarely 
within our Love Your Community 
programme.” 


Friends of Hippodrome 
submit business plan 


THE Friends of Dudley Hippodrome group 
has submitted a new proposal to takeover 
the empty 1930s theatre on Castle Hill. 

This comes after original plans were dismissed as 
unviable by an independent review. 

Entertainment company The ROK Group has already 
handed over to Dudley Council its plans to reopen and run 


the Hippodrome. _ 

Upbeat view 
from firms 
across region 

DESPITE fears of a slow¬ 
down for industry, more 
than half of manufacturing 
firms in the West Midlands 
say they have seen sales rise 
and expect them to keep 
on growing in the coming 
months. 

Improved productivity 
has been key to small and 
medium-sized firms contin¬ 
uing to grow, with six in 10 
saying they expect to spend 
more on new technology, 
machinery and premises. 

But workforce skills re¬ 
main vital, and 98 per cent 
of firms taking part in the 
Manufacturing Advisory 
Service (MAS) Barome¬ 
ter survey say they aim to 
maintain or increase their 
workforce. 

Lorraine Holmes, Wol¬ 
verhampton-based area di¬ 
rector at MAS, said: “Our 
Barometer shows that 
manufacturers are already 
responding to recent obser¬ 
vations by the Bank of Eng¬ 
land that productivity needs 
to be raised. 

“It is also reassuring that 
it’s not just the large man¬ 
ufacturers who understand 
what makes them competi¬ 
tive. Our small and medium 
firms have also recognised 
the importance of contin¬ 
ually improving productiv¬ 
ity.” 


Friends members say a 
refurbished Hippodrome 
would have 1,600 seats and 
their business plan states 
ticket prices would be ‘kept 
to a minimum’ as a venue 
for all the family. 

Volunteers say they would 
need to take over use of the 
building initially to rent out 
some of the rooms to gener¬ 
ate funds. They have iden¬ 
tified five rooms, including 
first and second floor land¬ 
ings and the basement, that 
would be refurbished and 
let out. 

The venue’s previous op¬ 
erators Gala Bingo spent 
around £84,000 on running 
costs per year, according 
to figures obtained by the 
group. The Friends say they 
have assumed an increase of 
around 33 per cent on the 
operating costs for up-to- 
date figures. 

Reduced 

They claim projected run¬ 
ning costs of £112,000 could 
be reduced by at least 80 
per cent if the Friends are 
granted charitable status. 

Plans suggest the approx¬ 
imate cost of employing 10 
members of staff would cre¬ 
ate annual costs of £200,000. 

But officials predict prof¬ 
its would come through 
taking a proportion of ticket 
sales and the sale of refresh¬ 
ments. Takings would be 
£16,000 based on selling 
800 seats, priced at £20, 
for a show. Friends group 
members say they can make 
£35,000 a year selling re¬ 
freshments and £88,200 a 
year in drinks. 


Top author nearly gave up 



And here’s one I wrote earlier — Miranda Dickinson nearly gave up writing forever 


AN AUTHOR whose books have been best¬ 
sellers since her prose was spotted online 
says she still can’t believe her luck. 

Miranda Dickinson, who now lives in 
Gornal, released her debut novel in 2009. 
She told fans at Sedgley Library on Thurs¬ 
day about her journey from unemployed 
copywriter to the bestseller lists. Her new 
book I’ll Take New York revisits the char¬ 
acters of her breakthrough novel Fairytale 
of New York. 

Mrs Dickinson revealed that she had 
written since childhood but had given up. 
“When I was at college there was a boy I 
really liked so I summoned the courage to 
tell him I wrote stories and he replied: ‘you 


make stories up, shouldn’t you have grown 
out of that by now? I was absolutely heart¬ 
broken and I stopped writing all together.” 

After a spell away from the Black Coun¬ 
try, she returned home and started con¬ 
tributing to a writers’ website run by 
publishers Harper Collins. 

“I later got a call from Harper Collins 
which led to me getting a three book deal,” 
Mrs Dickinson said. 

“I couldn’t believe it, I was just a girl 
from Kingswinford’.” 

Fairytale of New York was followed by It 
Started With a Kiss, Welcome to My World, 
When I Fall in Love and now I’ll Take New 
York. 


MR urges 
carers to 
take up 
support 

STOURBRIDGE MP Mar¬ 
got James has voiced her 
support for the Carers UK 
campaign. 

The campaign urges peo¬ 
ple who are caring for an ill 
or disabled person to take 
up the assistance available 
to them. 

Speaking on Carers 
Rights Day, Ms James en¬ 
couraged the 10,667 unpaid 
carers in Stourbridge to find 
out more about financial 
and practical support they 
are entitled to. 

She said: “Carers are 
fulfilling a vital role in our 
communities but too often 
they go without the support 
they need because they do 
not know about the practi¬ 
cal and financial assistance 
available. I have visited 
many of the care homes 
around Stourbridge and 
helped a number of con¬ 
stituents who have come to 
me for help with caring for 
their loved ones. It is so im¬ 
portant that these individu¬ 
als know how to access the 
right information and ad¬ 
vice about the support they 
are entitled to.” 

Carers can order a free 
copy of Carers UK’s guide 
called ‘Looking After Some¬ 
one’ by visiting www.car- 
ersuk.org or calling Carers 
UK’s advice line on 0808 
808 1111 . _ 

Women hurt 

in car crash 

TWO women were taken to 
hospital after the cars they 
were travelling in collided 
on a Black Country road. 

Emergency services were 
called to the A4123 Bir¬ 
mingham New Road at its 
junction with Shaw Road in 
Coseley at 7.15am on Sun¬ 
day. 

A red Daewoo and a green 
Vauxhall Corsa were in¬ 
volved in the crash. Crews 
from Bilston Fire Station 
attended the scene. 

West Midlands Ambu¬ 
lance service treated the 
women but their injuries 
were not thought to be se¬ 
rious. 


Village panto 

KINVER Light Operatic 
Society is this week staging 
its version of popular pan¬ 
to Jack and The Beanstalk 
at Edgecliff High School in 
the village. Evening per¬ 
formances start at 7.30pm 
and there is also a 2.30pm 
matinee on Saturday. Call 
(01384) 836963. 



lie and Collectors Fair 

‘The Big One’ 

KINVER LEISURE CENTRE 
(Edgecliff School) 

Nr Stourbridge DY7 6AA 
Sunday 14th December 9.30 - 4.00pm 
Quality gifts to suit all pockets including china, 
jewellery, glass, militaria, books, linen, toys, 
pictures, clocks, postcards, stamps 
Entry £1.50 Over 60’s £1 
www.romanfairs.co.uk 07771 725302 
www.stourbridgenews.co.uk (click2find) 


double time down to. 


ARMY & NAVY STORE 

Genuine Ex-Army clothing and footwear 

Also stockist of children’s camouflage clothing + safety 
■footwear. Ex army boots + RAF shoes. 

Ex-army webbing, clothing + work wear, overalls + 
waterproofs, camping equipment + leisure wear Tents, 
Sleeping Bags & Gas Cookers now in stock Specialist 
Suppliers for all Duke of Edinburgh & Cadet equipment. 




Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pot -IQfll 1 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 



• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 





































































Buses are 
diverted 
because of 
roadworks 

BUS passengers across the 
region are being warned to 
expect journeys to be divert¬ 
ed due to roadworks. 

Operator Diamond Buses 
said there may be delays 
affecting the number 41 
service due to traffic calm¬ 
ing measures being carried 
out in West Bromwich High 
Street until March 31. 

In Dudley the 205 and 243 
are being diverted due to 
road closures in King Street 
between Union Street and 
Flood Street until Saturday 
between 11.45pm and 6am. 

The 205 is running in 
the direction of Dudley via 
Stafford Street, The Inhe¬ 
dge, Parsons Street, Ednam 
Road, Priory Road, New 
Street, and Fisher Street to 
Dudley Bus Station. 

The 243 is running in the 
direction of Dudley via Dud¬ 
ley High Street, Stafford 
Street, The Inhedge, Par¬ 
son’s Street, Ednam Road, 
Priory Road, New Street, 
Fisher Street, to Dudley Bus 
Station. 

Then from Dudley via 
Fisher Street, Castle Street, 
The Broadway, Ednam 
Road, Priory Road, Priory 
Street, Wolverhampton 
Street, The Inhedge, Staf¬ 
ford Street, Dudley High 
Street, Vicar Street, King 
Street. The service then 
picks up its normal route. 

Today editor 
job for Lenny 

DUDLEY-BORN comedian 
Lenny Henry will guest edit 
BBC Radio 4’s Today over 
the festive period. 

Actor and TV personal¬ 
ity Lenny will be speaking 
about diversity on the show 
on December 30. 

He will speak to people 
who broke down racial bar¬ 
riers and examine how much 
progress is needed in broad¬ 
casting, business and sport. 
Former governor of the 
Bank of England Mervyn 
King, House of Commons 
Speaker John Bercow and 
former Everything But The 
Girl singer Tracey Thorn 
will also take part. 

Animals dumped 

MORE than 200 animals 
have been abandoned in the 
West Midlands in the past 
two months. RSPCA figures 
show 219 animals reported 
as abandoned in the region. 
RSPCA Inspector Vicki 
Taylor says they appreciate 
‘times are difficult for pet 
owners’ but there is help. 


People having a say on where axe will fall 


AROUND 2,500 people have responded to 
a major consultation as council bosses in 
Dudley consider £57 million worth of cuts. 

Dudley Council wants people to select the 
top five services across the borough that 
matter the most to them. 

So far around 2,500 responses have been 
received in three weeks since the consulta¬ 
tion launched, the same amount received in 
total last year. That’s out of around 312,900 
people living in the borough. 

The council is proposing savings of 


£22.9m for 2015/16, moving up to £25.3m 
by 2016/17 and £27.4m by 2017/18. But the 
borough faces a deficit of up to £30m by 
2017/18 if additional savings are not found. 

Finance boss Councillor Stuart Turner 
said he was pleased by the amount of re¬ 
sponses received so far. 

“The response to the Big Question budget 
consultation in these first few weeks has 
been overwhelming and we would like to 
thank everyone who has taken time to have 
their say,” he said. “We have already re¬ 


ceived around 2,500 responses in just three 
weeks which is about the same amount we 
received in total last year. 

“This is, in part, due to our improved way 
of communicating with residents through 
our new e-bulletin service. We have been 
committed to engaging with local people 
over the last couple of years and I would 
remind residents they have until the end of 
January to take part — and can do so by 
going to our website or visiting their local 
library or Dudley Council Plus.” 


Money saving proposals include a 
shake-up of Dudley youth services to claw 
back £200,000. There are also plans to 
increase burial fees, expected to bring in 
£520,000. Savings will be made by transfer¬ 
ring the management of the New Bradley 
Hall care home in Kingswinford to a private 
firm. 

There are proposals to turn off some 
street lights after midnight to reduce en¬ 
ergy bills. Maintenance of parks could also 
be hit, in an attempt to save £265,000. 


Group ready to start work 
restoring landmark church 


CAMPAIGNERS aiming to raise thousands of 
pounds to restore a landmark Dudley church 
are working to clear the final hurdle. 

St John’s Church Preservation Group will be car¬ 
rying out restoration work on the building in Kates 
Hill, Dudley, after the Diocese of Worcester agreed to 
lease the church, which has been closed since 2002, 
to the group. 


ceived a second draft of a 
proposed lease which would 
enable them to take on re¬ 
sponsibility for the Grade II 
listed building. 

Chairman Deb Brown¬ 
lee said once the lease was 
agreed they would be able to 
take over the building and 
start work. 

Tourism 

The group wants to re¬ 
store the building and 
re-open it for Christian wor¬ 
ship, tourism and commu¬ 
nity use. 

She said: “The revised 
lease addresses most of the 
issues we raised, which were 
mainly around permissions 
for works and some aspects 
of the use of the building. 

“We are now going 
through the lease line by 
line again. We are very con¬ 
scious that we are laying 
the foundation for future 
custodians of the St John’s 
church building as well as 
for ourselves. It’s our job to 
set things up at the start in 
the best way we can.” 

The preservation group 
will also be consulting fur- 


By Heather Large 

ther with their legal advi¬ 
sors Wall James Chappell, 
of Stourbridge, before mak¬ 
ing a formal response to the 
revised draft. 

Ms Brownlee said: “It’s a 
fantastic feeling to be able 
to move things on again. 

“We are very grateful to 
the church authorities for 
their very positive response 
to the points we raised, 
and to our supporters who 
have been sticking patiently 
with this campaign through 
thick and thin. Soon we 
will be able to reward their 
patience and goodwill. We 
do feel that we are nearly 
there, now.” 

Recent surveys have 
shown the church nave 
and chancel are structur¬ 
ally sound. Members want 
to keep the 173-year-old 
church building, which is 
described as ‘a virtually in¬ 
tact Victorian church’, as 
unaltered as possible. 

To offer help contact the 
group by email savestjohn- 
schurch@hotmail.co.uk or 
by calling 0787 119 5042. 


Double murder trial date 

A TRIAL date has been set for a man accused of murder¬ 
ing two pensioners, including an 80-year-old Halesowen 
woman. Leo Barnes, 32, is alleged to have killed Cynthia 
Beamond in Halesowen and Philip Silverstone in London 
on consecutive days in June. Barnes, of Balsall Heath, ap¬ 
peared via video at Wolverhampton Crown Court having 
pleaded not guilty to two murder counts. He was remand¬ 
ed in custody for trial at Wolverhampton on January 15. 



Festive 
rush has 
begun at 
Merry Hill 

MORE than 200,000 shop¬ 
pers will descended upon 
Merry Hill for one of the 
busiest weekends of the 
year. 

The shopping extrava¬ 
ganza kicked off with Black 
Friday, which saw tens of 
thousands of bargain-hunt¬ 
ers scramble to get cut-price 
deals. 

Hundreds queued from 
the early hours and, while 
the sales at Merry Hill 
passed peacefully, the Amer- 
ican-import of Black Friday 
drew criticism from police as 
fights and scuffles broke out 
in other areas of the coun¬ 
try. 

Queues 

Bosses at the Brierley Hill 
shopping centre said Christ¬ 
mas trading was already up 
30 per cent on last year. 

On Friday around 560 
people arrived at the cen¬ 
tre’s Asda to grab bargains 
within the first hour of trad¬ 
ing. 

Queues had formed 90 
minutes before it opened 
at 8am with 200 people hit¬ 
ting the shop floor within 
seconds of staff welcoming 
them inside. 

First in the queue was 
Glenda Jukes from Brierley 
Hill, who declared the deals 
to help her save up to £300 

Glenda Jukes is delighted with her bargain priced television at Merry Hill Asda were too good to miss. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Centres will help 
dementia patients 

THE second stage of a £1.6 
million project to revamp 
day centres to help them 
better serve the needs of 
residents with dementia 
has been completed. 

Dudley Council has 
spent £650,000 overhaul¬ 
ing Brett Young Day Cen¬ 
tre in Halesowen. It follows 
the completion of refur¬ 
bishment at Brettell Lane 
Day Centre in Stourbridge. 

They have been turned 
into ‘Dementia Gateways’ 
to help 1,300 people as 
part of a scheme to im¬ 
prove the support given to 
the growing numbers diag¬ 
nosed with the condition. 

Couple injured in 
Brierley Hill crash 

A COUPLE were taken to 
hospital after a head-on 
crash that caused a traffic 
jam at Merry Hill shopping 
centre. 

Emergency services were 
called to Central Avenue, 
at around 5.45pm on Sat¬ 
urday after two cars col¬ 
lided. 

The driver of a silver sa¬ 
loon car had to be cut free 
by firefighters from Brier¬ 
ley Hill and was taken to 
Russells Hall Hospital with 
his wife for treatment. 

The driver of the other 
car suffered minor injuries. 

Discover park’s 
history on trail 

WALKERS will be able to 
learn more about the histo¬ 
ry of a grade I listed park. 

Wardens at the Leasowes 
in Halesowen will host a 
walk on Saturday, from 
10am to 1pm. This is a rare 
chance to follow the origi¬ 
nal circular route which 
crosses part of the current 
golf course, usually out of 
bounds. 

To book this or a Christ¬ 
mas wreath making ses¬ 
sion call (01384) 814642. 

Minor injuries in 
two car accident 

TWO cars were invovled n 
a crash in Fenton Street, 
Brierley Hill, last week. 

Fire crews were called to 
the accident and paramed¬ 
ics treated a mother and 
daughter, who had been 
travelling in a Renault 
Scenic, for minor injuries. 
The other vehicle involved 
in the accident at 7.30pm 
last Wednesday was a Fiat 
Punto carrying two people. 

Movie matinee 

A SCREENING of cin¬ 
ematic culinary comedy 
Chef will have a matinee 
screening at Stourbridge 
Town Hall on December 
15. It starts at 1.30pm and 
tickets cost £3. Call the box 
office on (01384) 812812. 
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Terms & conditions apply 


Make sure you 

this Party Season. 

IBD Gel Polish £15 

"VtCND Shellac £20 

pray Tans £15 XF 

Inch Loss Body Wrap £35 


St«pfcK)79?72W572 

Beth: 0?982M>ft 136 

-tt, O-W-o 

The 3eaut\ Boutique 

wvw«.thebeautvtx)titiQuehc>3lercD.uk 


FURNITURE/ 
RUGS/VINYLS 
& LAMINATES 


• All leading manufacturers 

• Call in for a FREE Quotation 

• Full Installation Service 

• All work carried out by our own installers 

VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM 

Open Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm 

Unit H, Emms Court (right at the end), 

Meeting Lane Ind. Estate, off Brettell Lane, Brierley Hill DY5 3LB 


_ 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take 
away old carpets 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 

Plus free fitting on selected ranges. 


DISABLED? DAP? CAN'T GET OUT? 

or anyone who just needs extra help! 

Can’t come to us, we’ll come to YOU 

We will bring 100s of carpet samples 
and bed brochures to your door 


Quality 


Divan 

Beds 


80/20 


Wiltons 

from only 

£ 8.99 


Double 


Wool Twists 


Memory 


from 


Foam bed 


£ 8.99 


RRP Was £899 


Single from £96 
Double from £160 


sq yd 


140 £299 


UP 


PLUS 


many mstore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 




■■■ 


TO 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., # Stourbridge quarry bank 
f liirtoi Road. Gnrnal DY1 STD J “ e HI l l w™ lesoot. - 
OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 • wordsley • kinver 


' 99 ' uren: mun-ani a. 

FREEPHONE 

0800 0853747 


Adrian Bromley 
01902 880541 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 
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THE BEST OF t 
PETER RHODES^ 


HOW democracy works. September: Scotland votes con¬ 
vincingly against independence. November: Whitehall an¬ 
nounces Scotland will get control over its income tax. To 
the losers, the spoils? 

ED Miliband, without a hint of irony, tells us the word 
that springs into his mind when he sees white-van man 
flying England flags from his Transit is “respect.” Which is 
odd because the rest of us think: “Bet he’s using a mobile 
phone.” 

A LABOUR bigwig on the radio was explaining how ea¬ 
gerly his party is recruiting working-class members. So 
when did you last see a new working-class Labour candi¬ 
date fight a winnable General Election seat? Labour candi¬ 
dates are overwhelmingly middle-class and it helps if you 
are married to an existing MP or if your surname is Blair, 
Straw, Kinnock or Prescott. 

MY poppy has arrived. Fresh from the mud of the Tower 
of London display, it is one of more than 800,000 ceramic 
blooms which captured the attention and imagination of 
millions. I can’t recall such a successful, spontaneous, ef¬ 
fective and efficient means of marking an anniversary and 
it didn’t cost the public purse a penny. The poppies arrive 
neatly packed in a box with a booklet explaining the history 
of the display and a certificate of authenticity. Something 
to treasure. But this must not be the end of the Tower’s 
part in the Great War commemoration. July 1, 2016 will 
be the 100th anniversary of the first day of the Battle of 
the Somme when about 20,000 British soldiers perished 
and 40,000 were wounded. The planting of 20,000 white 
crosses in the moat of the Tower would be a fine memorial 
to the carnage of that day and to a battle which is forever 
imprinted in the British psyche. 

REALITY check, please. 
Home Secretary Theresa May 
says Britain faces a terror 
threat “unmatched before or 
since 9/11.” That’s a nasty 
attack of amnesia, Mrs May. 
Have you really forgotten that 
before 9/11 we had 30 years 
of the IRA Troubles? That was 
real terrorism. Thousands of 
bombs were detonated all 
over the United Kingdom and 
Ulster. More than 3,500 peo¬ 
ple were killed and 47,500 
injured. Since 9/11 there has 
been one successful Islamist 
attack on the UK, the 7/7 Tube bombings of 2005 in which 
52 people died, plus the slaying of Lee Rigby by a pair 
of deranged psychopaths. To compare today’s nebulous 
terrorist threat with the real, daily carnage of the Troubles 
is to rewrite history with no regard for the facts. The truth 
is that you are far less likely to be involved in a terrorist 
incident today than at any time in the 1970s, 1980s or 
1990s. Why politicians want to convince you otherwise is 
anyone’s guess. 

FIRST, GQ magazine names Tony Blair Philanthropist 
of the Year. Next, Save the Children gives him its Global 
Legacy award. Are we witnessing a worldwide epidemic 
of irony? 

REMEMBER Me (BBC1), the new supernatural thrill¬ 
er starring Michael Palin proves once again that nothing 
makes us dive behind the sofa quite like dark old houses, 
creaky floorboards, flickering shadows and things sudden¬ 
ly going BANG! The old ingredients are still the best. 

MEDIA doctor Max Pemberton points out to Bob Geldof 
that Ebola is by no means the biggest threat to Africa. As 
he puts it: “Diarrhoea kills far more people than Ebola. 
Why hasn’t Bob released a single about that?” Possibly 
because the Diarrhoea Song already exists. It is often 
heard being sung lustily on coach trips by Year Six kids 
and, frankly, no-one would want to buy it. 



Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Boost for charity helping gamblers 


A GAMBLING charity which runs 
a residential centre in Dudley has 
been awarded £1.6 million funding. 

The cash from The Responsible 
Gambling Trust will support Gor¬ 
don Moody Association’s treatment 
for problem gambling for the next 
three years. 

Gordon Moody Association runs 
residential centres in Dudley and 
Beckenham where it offers inten¬ 


sive 12-week programmes to help 
people with severe gambling prob¬ 
lems. 

It will also enable the charity 
to extend its counselling work and 
offer new services for women. 

Dedicated 

Managing director Elaine Sme- 
thurst said: “Gordon Moody Asso¬ 
ciation was the first charity in the 


UK dedicated to providing help to 
problem gamblers. The Responsi¬ 
ble Gambling Trusts’s support will 
enable us to provide residential 
treatment for many more problem 
gamblers and develop our ambitious 
plans for the charity.” 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin 
said: “The Gordon Moody Associa¬ 
tion does brilliant work to help peo- 
ple in Dudley and across the UK. 


The charity does a lot to help prob¬ 
lem gamblers in Dudley and I’m 
delighted that this new funding will 
allow them to help hundreds more.” 

The Responsible Gambling Trust 
is the leading charity in the UK 
committed to minimising gam¬ 
bling-related harm. 

It is an independent national 
charity funded by donations from 
the gambling industry. 


Open day part of new 
bid for tunnel museum 


By Andrew Turton 


PLANS to turn Cold War 
bunkers near Stourbridge 
into a major visitor attrac¬ 
tion have been revived by 
campaigners. 

They are launching a fundrais¬ 
ing drive to open up Drakelow 
Tunnels, near Wolverley, as a 
museum. 

Drakelow has a mysterious lab¬ 
yrinth of tunnels which were also 
used as a manufacturing base dur¬ 
ing the Second World War. 

A scheme to renovate the tunnels 
and create a museum dedicated to 
their history was refused by Wyre 
Forest District Council planners in 
August, citing concerns over traffic. 

But now discussions have been 
held with site owners, Swiss com¬ 
pany Quercus Ilex SA, which is 
considering an appeal against the 
planning decision. 

It comes as members of campaign 
group, the Drakelow Tunnels Pres¬ 
ervation Trust, revealed details of a 
fundraising open day they plan to 
hold on Sunday. 

The group say around £500,000 
is needed to fund the restoration 
of around a third of the network of 
tunnels and to operate it as a mu¬ 
seum for the first year. 

Group member Michael Scott 
say volunteers have faced problems 
since thieves broke into the tunnels 
two years ago damaging one of two 
diesel generators. 

They want to raise an initial 
£60,000 o restore the bunker’s elec¬ 
tricity supply and hope the open day 
will help bring in that vital cash. 

“These tunnels could become an 
important tourist attraction and we 
need £500,000 to get the tunnels to 
a standard to get them open and for 
the first year running costs,” said 
Mr Scott. “We are looking to finance 
it ourselves.” 

Places on open day tours cost £10 
per adult and £5 for children aged 
between five and 16. Children under 
five cannot be admitted. A donation 
will also be made to Guide Dogs. 

To book a place visit www.face 
book.com/SaveDrakelow 



Labyrinth — passageways stretch into the distance at the former secret bunker under Kinver Edge 



The entrance to Wolverley’s Drakelow Tunnels, located between Stourbridge and Kidderminster 


Advice on 
issues of 
teenage 
drinking 

A GUIDE on how to deter 
youngsters from excessive 
drinking has been produced 
by a Dudley-based charity. 

‘You, Your Teenager and 
Alcohol’ has been drawn up 
by the Centre for Equality 
and Diversity (CfED) and 
is available to parents at li¬ 
braries and from children’s 
centres across the borough. 

The guide includes sec¬ 
tions on delaying teenage 
drinking, the impact of al¬ 
cohol on the young person’s 
growing body and offers ad¬ 
vice on how to talk to chil¬ 
dren about the dangers of 
booze. 

Mushtaq Hussain, chair¬ 
man of CfED, said: “The 
new guide spotlights the 
need for parents and others 
to pay attention to the risk 
of teenagers drinking. 

“By talking to teenagers 
about the short term risks of 
heavy drinking parents can 
influence their teenager’s 
use of alcohol. 

“Heavy drinking in the 
teenage years can lead to 
impaired school perfor¬ 
mance, early sexual activity 
and other risky behaviours.” 

Visit www.cfed.org.uk to 
view the guide online. 

Earlier this year a grant 
of £15,000 was awarded 
to CfED, basedf in Stone 
Street, from the European 
Union European Social 
Fund. 


Fiery fretwork 
from guitar duo 

MEXICAN acoustic guitar 
duo Rodrigo y Gabriela, 
famed for their passionate 
and fiery fretwork, have a 
sold out concert at Birming¬ 
ham Symphony Hall tomor¬ 
row night (Friday). 

Rodrigo Sanchez and Ga¬ 
briela Quintero have per¬ 
formed for President Barack 
Obama at the White House, 
played at the Glastonbury 
Festival, and written and re¬ 
corded music for two major 
Hollywood movies (the Pi¬ 
rates of the Caribbean and 
Shrek sequels). This year 
they won critical acclaim for 
their fourth studio album 9 
Dead Alive. 


Fewer smokers 

THE number of smokers in 
the West Midlands is lower 
than the national average. 

The proportion of people 
in Great Britain who smoke 
cigarettes now stands at 19 
per cent, a fall of more than 
half in the past 40 years. In 
the West Midlands the fig¬ 
ure is 17.8 per cent. 


Homeclad 



• FASCIAS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY l 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

6 MONUMENT AVENUE STOURBRIDGE DY9 8XS 






Christmas Trees 
§ Bissell Wood 


£5 VOUCHER OFF 

Your Nordman Christinas Tree 

(Only Valid For Nordman Trees of £30 and Over) 


Also Available 

• Lodge Pole Pine - Needle Drop Resistant 
• Norway Spruce - Traditional Christmas Tree 

Open 9 am-5pm 7 Days a Week 
Tel: 01562 701201/07990 597330 
07958722505 

Find us: Bissell Wood, Deansford Lane DY10 3NN 
Follow the signs off A456 to Bissell Wood, just past Paintball 
Park or follow the signs off A450 to Bissell Wood 




Aesthetic Trealeent Clinic for Non Snrgknl ReJuvenaKoa 

'rj 

■ 

■ linkable 

; Tel: 0800 432 04 80 

jbr 0333 577 3734 

/Quote for 10%off 

\ all Injectable treatments ; 
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Rail blow 
sees coach 
firm step 
up services 

RAIL disruptions planned 
for over Christmas have led 
to a flurry of coach bookings, 
say West Midlands-based 
National Express. 

The company said its ad¬ 
vance booking figures for 
services to and from Bir¬ 
mingham from now until 
January 4 were up four per 
cent on last year with thou¬ 
sands booked to travel. 

Engineering works will 
mean the West Coast Main 
Line between Birming¬ 
ham and London will be 
disrupted between 5pm on 
Christmas Eve until Decem¬ 
ber 28. The line also goes to 
Wolverhampton, Sandwell 
and Dudley. 

National Express will 
run 30 direct daily coach 
services each way between 
Birmingham and London, 
and on Christmas Day and 
Boxing Day coach services 
will continue when the train 
services are completely sus¬ 
pended. 

It is doubling the num¬ 
ber of services running on 
Christmas Day with coaches 
running to key towns and 
cities and busiest airports. 
National Express UK coach 
managing director Tom Sta¬ 
bles said: “With rail disrup¬ 
tion threatening to spoil the 
festive getaway for some, 
we’re pleased to ensure peo¬ 
ple all over the UK have an 
easy ride this Christmas.” 

Fire spread 
from a car 

TWO men escaped after a 
fire spread from a car to the 
house it was parked outside 
in Brierley Hill. 

Firefighters tackled the 
blaze at the home in Bret- 
tell Lane, which broke out 
in the early hours of last 
Thursday. 

Crews from Stourbridge, 
Brierley Hill and Haden 
Cross fire stations were 
called to the incident at 
around 3.10am. 

A West Midlands Fire Ser¬ 
vice spokesman said: “The 
fire caused 70 per cent dam¬ 
age to the vehicle and 90 per 
cent damage to the porch.” 

Driver is cut free 

A MOTORIST had to be 
cut free from his car by fire¬ 
fighters after being involved 
in a crash with another ve¬ 
hicle on Brettell Lane in 
Audnam at 7.30pm Friday. 
The driver was taken to 
Russells Hall Hospital with 
injuries thought to be seri¬ 
ous but not life-threatening. 


New Tory candidate for battleground seat 



Dudley South Tory candidate Mike Wood 


THE new Tory candidate in the key mar¬ 
ginal seat of Dudley South has declared 
himself a Eurosceptic who would vote to 
leave the European Union unless there is 
‘fundamental’ reform. 

Mike Wood was chosen by a public vote to 
try to hold on to Dudley South when Con¬ 
servative MP Chris Kelly stands down at 
the General Election in May. 

Constituents were invited to choose from 
four candidates. Although 80 people regis¬ 
tered, 45 turned up last Wednesday night to 
pick a candidate for the seat where the Con¬ 
servatives seek to defend a 3,856 majority. 


Father-of-two Mr Wood, 38, is a barrister 
who spent seven years working in the Euro¬ 
pean Parliament. He is a councillor for Ped- 
more and Stourbridge East, who works as a 
freelance web designer and for Halesowen 
and Rowley Regis MP James Morris. 

He said: “I think 45 people going to a 
selection meeting on a miserable Wednes¬ 
day night in November is a good result. It 
is going to be a tough fight next year but I 
am ready for it. We have to work very hard, 
listen to people and get our message across. 
We cannot afford to lose seats like Dudley 
South.” 


Mr Wood said the meeting, which was not 
open to the press, saw questions rasied on 
the NHS and political reform. 

Mr Wood said: “I am a Eurosceptic. I’ve 
been arguing for reform and it’s finally 
within reach. 

“I would love to see a fundamentally dif¬ 
ferent relationship with the EU to persuade 
me it’s worth staying in.” 

Labour’s candidate is Natasha Millward 
while UKIP will be represented by Phil 
Rowe and the Greens by Vicky Duckworth. 
The Liberal Democrats have yet to an¬ 
nounce a candidate. 


Armed robber is sent to 
prison for terrifying raid 


AN ARMED robber who terrified a female 
worker when taking part in a raid on a Black 
Country bookmaker’s shop has started a 
four-and-a-half-year jail sentence. 

Luke Wroe and an accomplice were each brandish¬ 
ing a knife when they burst into the William Hill 
shop in Brettell Lane, Amblecote, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard. 

They escaped with £479 
cash after demanding 
money from the lone woman 
assistant on duty, revealed 
Mr David Lees, prosecuting. 

Shortly after the Septem¬ 
ber 23 raid, following a tip 
off, police swooped on the 
home of the 26-year-old, 
who had four previous con¬ 
victions for robbery. The 
officers found the knife and 
a small amount of cannabis 
and amphetamines. 

Benefit 


Threat of 
Taser often 
is enough 

WEST Midland Police fired 
a Taser electric shock weap¬ 
on at 122 people during the 
first six months of this year. 

Six hundred officers in the 
force are trained to carry 
the weapon that was used 
in 439 incidents across the 
region over the same period. 

In 56 incidents the 
weapon just needed to be 
drawn or simply aimed 31 
times before the incident 
was resolved. 

Dot 

The laser red dot had to 
be directed onto 228 people 
before they calmed down, 
new figures disclose. 

During the whole of 2013 
a Taser was used against 
176 people although there 
were a total of 221 firings 
since in some cases more 
than one Taser was fired at 
an individual. 

There were four instances 
between January last year 
and this June in which a 
Taser was successfully de¬ 
ployed against dogs. 

West Midland Police were 
involved in 84 firearm oper¬ 
ations this year up to No¬ 
vember 19, during which 61 
people were detained. 


Wroe told detectives that 
he resorted to crime because 
he had no benefit money left 
and was desperate for cash. 
He declined to identify the 
other robber for fear of re¬ 
prisals. 

Mr Richard Vardon, de¬ 
fending, said that it must 
have been ‘truly frighten¬ 
ing’ for the female member 
of staffbut reminded the 
court that no violence was 
used by the robbers. 

Wroe, of Fisher Street, 
Brierley Hill admitted rob¬ 
bery along with possession 
of controlled drugs and the 
knife. 

He was jailed by Recorder 
Michael Tregilgas-Davey, 
who told him: “It is quite 
clear that when times are 
hard you turn to commit¬ 
ting robberies. The woman 
working in the bookmakers 
was terrified by what hap¬ 
pened and what you did has 
had a significant effect on 
her life.” 


Season’s Greetings from theatre group 



Actors Tony Stamp and Debbie Attwood get ready for a festive fallout in Season’s Greetings at Netherton Arts Centre 


A FAMILY Christmas goes badly awry 
in Alan Ayckbourn’s comedy Season’s 
Greetings, the latest play being pre¬ 
sented by Dudley Little Theatre. 

They aim to have audiences in 
stitches when the black comedy pro¬ 
duction is staged at Netherton Arts 
Centre this week. 

The production was penned by the 
playwright back in 1980 and is set 
over Christmas Eve, Christmas Day 
and Boxing Day in an English family 
home, where conflicts arise over the 


festive TV viewing and more as fam¬ 
ily members are forced to spend time 
with each other. 

It opened at Netherton Arts Centre, 
in Northfield Road, last night and con¬ 
tinues until Saturday. 

Masterly 

Society spokesman Chris Ridgeway 
said: “Ayckbourn’s masterly comic 
presentation of the family Christmas 
truly hits the mark. There are the 
unwanted relations, guests that you 


are not only unsure of but don’t have 
any desire to get to know, the TV and 
the forced family jollity that makes 
the festive season such a joyful time 
to be welcomed and dreaded simulta¬ 
neously.” 

Performances are at 7.30pm. Tick¬ 
ets cost £7 and £6 concessions. For 
tickets call Chris Ridgeway on (01384) 
872583 or 07582 318017. Tickets are 
also available Gary Flavell Butchers in 
Cradley Road, Netherton, or online at 
ww w. dudley littletheatre. org website. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cheese and wine 
boost for charities 

A CHEESE and wine 
evening has raised hun¬ 
dreds for charities. 

The event hosted by the 
Mayor of Dudley Councillor 
Margaret Aston brought 
in more than £300 for her 
charities, Action Heart at 
Russells Hall Hospital, and 
the Guide Dogs charity. 

Stourbridge Fairtrade 
donated a hamper of good¬ 
ies donated from their 
members, Sainsbury’s 
Withymoor and Stour¬ 
bridge Waitrose for Parkin¬ 
son’s UK Dudley. A second 
hamper will be raffled at 
the Mayor’s Christmas cof¬ 
fee morning on December 
12. Call (01384) 815211. 

Beauty ballet to 
be staged at hall 

ROMANTIC ballet Beauty 
and the Beast is coming 
to the Black Country this 
weekend. 

Ballet Cymru’s pro¬ 
duction will be staged at 
Stourbridge Town Hall on 
Saturday as part of a UK 
tour. 

Ballet Cymru is a young 
group of dancers who are 
pushing back the barriers 
of classical ballet. Using 
powerful and ti 

Ticket cost £16 for 
adults, £10 for children 
and a special family ticket 
for four costs £44. 

Gilbert & Sullivan 
singers sought 

SINGERS are being re¬ 
cruited for Gilbert and 
Sullivan Gala Evening to 
be staged at Dudley Town 
Hall next summer. 

The singers will be ac¬ 
companied by a 16-piece 
orchestra and musical di¬ 
rector Mike Wells is look¬ 
ing for chorus members 
and soloists. Rehearsals 
start in February in King- 
swinford on Thursday eve¬ 
nings. Contact Mr Wells on 
(01384) 376999. 

Cheering crowds 
greet regiment 

CHEERING crowds greet¬ 
ed soldiers from the 2nd 
Battalion Mercian Regi¬ 
ment for a home-coming 
parade through Kidder¬ 
minster. More than 80 sol¬ 
diers marched along the 
streets as they celebrated 
their freedom of the town 
on Sunday. 

The parade included Pri¬ 
vate Derby XXX the ram, 
the regiment’s mascot. 

So Mac-manimous 

FAST food giant McDon¬ 
ald’s has donated a box full 
of surplus fruit bags to an¬ 
imals at Dudley Zoo. 

The bags of apple slices 
and grapes are usually 
given out in children’s 
Happy Meal boxes. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 


It’s been a crazy few months for 
Cloudy2Clear Windows. The 
company which specialises in 
repairing windows which are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
by replacing the panes - not the 
frames has grown rapidly as 
homeowners take advantage of 
their services. 

Managing Director Brian 
Stanley feels that it’s all about 
service. ‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is misted 
up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of frame, and 
with a new 5 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving people 


money, although that obviously 
helps. Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year and I 
honestly feel that during the good 
times a minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care as much as 
they should have done. 

We make sure we turn up when 
we say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave then- 
house as clean as a whistle. I often 
get comments back from customers 
on how they really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, in a way, is 
very sad for the service industry as 
a whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
Wolverhampton and the surrounding 


area and Brian is finding that his 
approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not 
just the personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good job but 
also it makes good business sense. 
I get a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of people 


I’ve done work for, which just 
goes to show how much a little bit 
of effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118 and 
he’ll be happy to help! 



STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don’t replace the Frames... just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

All Glazing Backed By Our 
5 Year Manufacturers Guarantee 

Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21 118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


...we make saving money perfectly clear... 


VCLEAR 

WINDOWS 
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IN MY 
VIEW 


I with Mark Andrews 


I’M really trying to get my head 
around all this Black Friday stuff, 
but as far as I can see it pretty 
much boils down to this. 

People arrive at the shops 
two hours before they’re due to 
open during one of the coldest 
months of the year, and queue 
outside waiting for the nice se¬ 
curity guard to let them in. 

Then there is a mad stam¬ 
pede, some people get hurt, 
some people get arrested, 
but the lucky ones get a giant 
all-singing, all-dancing television 
set with 20 per cent off. 

Then the following day they 
switch on the said television set 
with its 10ft screen, high defini¬ 
tion picture and surround sound. 
And they watch the X-Factor. 
No, I don’t get it either. 

□ □□ 

IN HIS weekly newspaper col¬ 
umn, social commentator Rod 
Liddle laid into the man from 
Birmingham who dialled 999 to 
ask what the number he should 
dial if he wanted to call the 101 
non-emergency police number. 

He wrote: “Look, I don’t think 
Brummies are thick. I’m not one 
of those snobs who hears some¬ 
one with a Black Country accent 
and immediately thinks they got 
a room-temperature IQ. That’s 
nasty and unjustified.” 

Be honest. You didn’t know he 
was so broad-minded, did you? 

But he is wrong. Very wrong. 

Actually, most Brummies do 
think people with a Black Coun¬ 
try accent are thick. It’s why they 
call us ‘Yam Yams’. 

And if he bothered to look into 
the matter, he would find that 
there are no shortage of people 
in the Black Country who share 
similar preconceptions about our 
cousins from the big city. It’s why 
we found Crossroads so funny. 

You see Rodders, my old 
bean, the Black Country and 
Birmingham are different places. 
Different places where the locals 
have a sort of love-hate relation¬ 
ship. 

Of course it’s unfair, and even 
in the darkest depths of Dar- 
laston, I suspect that people 
probably know in their hearts 
that Brummies are not really that 
much more stupid than the rest 
of us. 

But let’s be honest about 
these things. It might be ‘nasty 
and unjustified’, but it’s flipping 
good fun. 

Roderick, I normally enjoy 
your wit, but next time you want 
to write about people from the 
West Midlands, it might be a 
good idea to check your facts 
before putting pen to paper. Ask 
one of your colleagues from this 
neck of the woods, if you have 
any. 

Because you see, me old 
mucker, people from Brum don’t 
speak with Black Country ac¬ 
cents, they speak with, er, Brum¬ 
mie accents. 

Even the Brummies know that. 

Maybe not the ones who ring 
999 to ask what the number for 
101 is, but most of them. 




Bringing a secret 
garden back to life 



Phil Baldwin opens the gates to Halesowen’s historic ‘secret garden’ 


ROB COX gets a glimpse 
inside Halesowen’s historic 
walled garden as work on 
its restoration begins 

HUNDREDS of years ago ‘se¬ 
cret’ gardens were a feature of 
large country houses, growing 
enough fruit and vegetables to 
feed the entire household. 

An 18th century walled garden in 
Halesowen has been derelict for several 
years but campaigners are bringing it 
back to life as they plan to restore it to 
its former glory for everyone to see. 

They have had their first peek into 
the overgrown walled garden on the 
Leasowes Park estate and describe it as 
‘magical’. 

Sadly their first glimpse also revealed 
other visitors had been in the garden — 
vandals. 

Damage 

On entering the Grade I listed garden 
members of the Halesowen Abbey Trust, 
which purchased the garden, found van¬ 
dals had scaled the walls, smashed win¬ 
dows, ripped up electric cables and even 
lit fires in the two-acre plot of land. 

Yet despite the damage, the garden 
has retained much of its character and 
community leaders will let the setback 
alter their restoration plans. 

The garden had previously been used 
by Stourbridge College as a horticultural 
education centre but none of its students 
had been inside for the last two years. 

Mick Freer, who headed the purchase 
on behalf of the Trust, said: “The van¬ 
dals had ripped up cables, torn out cop¬ 
per piping and put graffiti all over the 
walls. “They had even damaged the 
sandstone capping on the walls when 
they had climbed over to gain entry. 

“It was tremendously overgrown but 
at least we can deal with mother nature. 
There has been two years of growth since 


the college came out. It is quite spec¬ 
tacular what can happen in that time.” 

The walled garden was historically 
used to grow vegetables and flowers 
for the estate, which would have had 
about 20 family members and serv¬ 
ants. It contained greenhouses, a boiler 
and ‘a bothy’ where the head gardener 
would sleep to protect his produce from 
thieves and wildlife. 

It was taken over by the local author¬ 
ity in 1934, before Stourbridge College 
was given the keys in 1974. 

The Trust members say the garden 


has retained much of its character and 
they are considering naming the resto¬ 
ration work the ‘secret garden’ project. 

Mick’s wife Carole described seeing 
the gardens for the first time as a ‘mag¬ 
ical’ moment.“The gardens had quite a 
spiritual feel to them,” she explained. 
“There is such a tranquillity about it 
especially in these days where everyone 
is so busy all the time and everything is 
so fast paced.” 

“This is part of Halesowen’s heritage, 
so it is very important to me. There are 
a lot of people who don’t event know 


the garden exists but I am sure local peo¬ 
ple will get behind the project and want 
to come and visit. 

“It is quite a daunting task and it will 
be very challenging to get it back to how 
it used to be. I have no doubt it will be 
well worth it.” 

Walled gardens were a feature of 18th 
and 19th century estates and there are 
other examples locally at Shugborough 
Estate, Sandwell Park Farm and at Sug- 
nall Hall near Stafford. 

Part of the wall’s role was to prevent 
it from encroaching on the views from 
the house but they also had a much 
more practical purpose. 

Helen Edwards, a warden at the 
Leasowes park estate, said: “Some of the 
walls have cavities in them which would 
have been used to heat the environment 
for the vegetables. They would light a 
fire in the cavities allowing them to grow 
more exotic fruit, such as peaches. 

“The walls were really to maintain a 
decent habitat to keep things like rab¬ 
bits out which could damage the garden. 
It would have been a very nice and warm 
and sheltered spot for growing a whole 
range of vegetables. 

“From our point of view as wardens 
we definitely welcome the move to re¬ 
open the garden to the public. It is a val¬ 
uable part of of our history and would 
be a fantastic addition to a visitor’s ex¬ 
perience.” 

The aim of the trust is to restore the 
garden, to have the buildings in period, 
to begin growing fruit and vegetables 
and to have the whole thing open to the 
public. There may be allotments availa¬ 
ble to local residents. 

It follows work earlier this year to 
restore three other historic areas in 
Leasowes Park, created by poet William 
Shenstone. 

The Trust will be seeking grants and 
sponsors to help pay for the restoration. 

Mr Freer added: “It will be the first 
time in more than 200 years the garden 
will be open to the public. The potential 
of the site is enormous.” 


WEEK IN 

POLITICS 
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IF all goes well for the new lead¬ 
er of a Black Country council, he 
won’t be in the job that long. 

Pete Lowe is to take over the 
reins at Dudley Council because 
David Sparks is tied up with 
chairing the Local Government 
Association. 

But he’s also the Labour can¬ 
didate for Stourbridge at next 
year’s General Election. 

If he wins that, he won’t be 
able to juggle being in Parlia¬ 
ment most of the week with be¬ 
ing leader so would step down. 

This assumes Councillor Lowe 
is confident of winning the mar¬ 
ginal seat, of course. But it won’t 
be easy. 

Councillor Lowe is clearly 
highly respected within the La¬ 
bour ranks, hence running unop¬ 
posed. And with 42 out of the 72 
seats on the council, it is not as 
though they were short of possi¬ 
ble contenders. 

If he wins Stourbridge and 
stands down, it’ll mean the 
council ends up with its third 
leader in three years. 


Ahead of his own selection 
meeting, Pete Lowe congratulat¬ 
ed Mike Wood on being chosen 
as the Tory candidate for Dudley 
South, while also urging people 
to vote for Labour’s Natasha 
Millward in the same tweet. 

Dudley South’s Tories decided 
to throw open the selection pro¬ 
cess to the public, copying the 
US system of open primaries. 

Mr Wood, a councillor for 
the Dudley borough, was cho¬ 
sen from a shortlist of four with 
members of the public who live 
in the constituency invited to 
register to attend. 

The press weren’t allowed in 
but the Tories said 80 people 
registered and in the end 45 
turned up. Labour seized on this 
as evidence that the party was 
heading for disaster. We’ll have 
to wait until May to see. 

And there was a brave face put 
on it by the Tories who blamed 
the cold, miserable November 
night for people staying in. 

Still, it must have been good 
for the Tory members’ egos to 
know there was at least one 
Labour member in their midst 
keeping an eye on proceedings 
and tweeting about the num¬ 
bers. 


Mike Wood will be replacing 
Chris Kelly as the Toiy candi¬ 
date. Mr Kelly is standing down 
as an MP after one term. But the 
new contender is following Mr 
Kelly by being a declared Euro¬ 
sceptic. Mr Wood admits that 
David Cameron’s renegotiation 
of Britain’s relationship with the 
EU would have to bring a ‘funda¬ 
mental’ change for him to want 
to vote to stay in if the promised 
referendum goes ahead. 

That’sgoing to be an easier 
position to defend than being 
pro-EU and pro-referendum. 

Labour doesn’t want one. The 
Tories do. But what a mixed 
message they’d send if they 
promise to give the public a 
choice then hope they don’t 
make the ‘wrong’ one. 



The Plough Inn Wollaston ^ 

“Come and celebrate with us” 

• Mulled Wine jj 

• Kopparberg Mulled Cider [ , 

• 7 Real Ales including Bah Humbug & Draybells JL j 

, ! 

Christmas Fayre Menu t ; * 

Served until 24th December < ^ 

Lunchtime food 12 noon - 2.30pm s _ 

Evening meals 5.30pm - 9pm (Mondays 8pm) 

Home Cooked Sunday Lunch 12 noon - 8pm 

Bridgnorth Road, Wollaston 101384 393414 



Hm »ia904 


AT HAGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE 
WORCESTER ROAD, HAGLEY 

Saturday, 6th December 


at 10.30am - Admission 50p 

to include coffee, tea and warm Mince pies. 
Brick a brae, jewellery, books and much more 
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Concern at Environment Agency record 


I REFER to your recent article under 
the heading ‘Trash Mountain Still 
Stands Tali’. 

Your paper has diligently followed 
the issues that have arisen around 
the site used by Refuse Derived Fuel 
for the last few years and highlighted 
the problems experienced by local res¬ 
idents. Despite the company’s director 
Robert McNaughton being jailed at the 
end of last year for failing to meet sev¬ 
eral deadlines for removal of the waste, 
this site is still an eyesore and is still 
awaiting clearance. 

What action is the Environment 


Agency actually taking? They do not 
currently appear to know if any ma¬ 
terial has been removed since Mc- 
Naughton’s release— what situation 
are they monitoring; what progress has 
been made regarding the sequestration 
of McNaughton’s assets to contribute 
towards the cost of this clearance, 
which was earlier estimated to be circa 
£750,000. 

This same agency is in the process 
of considering the grant of an envi¬ 
ronmental permit to a company called 
Clean Power who wish to develop an 
anaerobic digester and pyrolysis plant 


immediately adjacent to the current 
waste site still occupied by RDF. 

One seriously has to question the 
ability of the Environment Agency to 
assess the impact of these proposals on 
the local residents and also to monitor 
the management and conduct of this 
new site if it were to be granted the 
necessary approvals. This is the same 
government body who were responsi¬ 
ble for a total lack of planning in deal¬ 
ing with the flooding of the Somerset 
Levels earlier this year. 

J CLARKE 
Brierley Hill 


No excuse 
for war 
vengeance 

I read in Peter Rhodes’ col¬ 
umn what I would say was 
sanctimonious rubbish. 
War is awful whatever its 
form, whether it’s between 
Germany and England or 
factions in Ireland, Syria, 
Iraq or anywhere else. 1 re¬ 
member well the troubles 
in Ireland and how one side 
thought when one died that 
gave them an excuse to kill a 
dozen on the other. 

The same is happening 
now in Palestine, Syria and 
Israel. There is nothing 
wonderful in vengeance Mr 
Rhodes, just tears and more 
death. In the 90s we went to 
France and visited the war 
graves of soldiers American, 
British and German. The 
Americans were very extrav¬ 
agant, the British smart and 
well organised. The German 
cemetery was hidden away 
with three to a grave, no 
pomp or ceremony. In the 
centre was a stone memo¬ 
rial which my son translated 
and I have never forgotten - 
‘God has the final word’. 

H CAMWELL 

Tividale 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


E-MAIL 

Dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Police are a service 
and not a business 

POLICE stations closing, who would have thought the day 
would come! A police stationis meant to offer the confiden¬ 
tiality of seeing a police officer. 

This country goes through a financial crisis, suddenly 
they are of no use. I wonder had there been no crisis would 
front offices still have to be closed! Do decision makers not 
realise the public want these facilities and, in my opinion, 
have the right to have them. 

They say modern technology allows people to contact the 
police and there is no need to attend stations. There are 
still people who cannot and do not want to understand this 
modern technology, what about them? If technology is the 
way to go, why not have it in the front offices and when 
in a quiet period the staff could take calls from the public. 

Closing front offices is the act of business and financial 
advisors. The police are a service, the public need to have a 
place to go to in times of distress and trouble. Closing front 
offices will do two things — there will be a loss of trust, 
and patrol officers will have to visit home addresses, surely 
that would be self defeating? In closing theses front offices 
will we have a reduction in the council tax? Why should we 
pay for something we will no longer have! 

PLOWE 

Brierley Hill 


Vandals 
need to 
know fear 

GREAT news regarding the 
restoration of the walled 
garden at Leasowes Park. It 
is a treasure that deserves 
to be saved and a really use¬ 
ful asset for our children’s 
education. 

But how sad once again 
that such a place has been 
damaged by vandals. It is a 
grade one listed area, it is 
irreplaceable, yet we seem 
to have become accepting 
of the fact that anything 
left without a guard is inev¬ 
itably going to vandalised. 
This makes me think that 
we need a much stronger 
deterrent than we have. 

When I was growing up 
we still had the birch. Al¬ 
though seldom used, the 
threat was enough to keep 
most boys on the straight 
and narrow. Obviously we 
are never going to go back 
to corporal punishment but 
maybe there could be some 
kind of hard physical work. 

We need something which 
is going to be a short sharp 
shock that will be feared. 

R GWILLIAMS 

Brierley Hill 


G & J STARKEY LIMITED 

VEHICLE TECHNICIANS 



ruuy TRAJNCZ3 AND 


octctocncco vrcoKroncc 

Nt MMUVlUfc A GOUWb8Y 
•rfAN ON GAN ON AfeOUEBT 



Replacement parts of the same quality as the 
original, so manufacturer’s warranties are 
not affected. 

“We don’t offer free MOTs or servicing at a 
price so low that you wonder what has been 
done to your vehicle - You pay affordable 
prices and get a quality job done!’’ 

Owners Derek and Louise live in the 
Stourbridge area and offer a collection and 
delivery service to make life easier for you! 


• VTISA APPROVED VKJT 
ILHIINU til A! I UN 

• OIEBELS & PETROLS 

• 4X49 

• LIGHT CXJMMI MlOAh. S 

• DIAGNOSTIC & AIR CON 

• ELECTRICAL WORK 

• rvMt-M A t'XMAUMtM 

• clutches 

• WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

• HHAKLH 

• BCOYWOR*. LARRANGEO:* 

• SE=NTCIN*G r OR ALL 

ciAPf* f va ran 

• CAM BELTS 



• 4 WHEEL TRACKING 

• WARRANTY WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
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Eotocc Dudley Road 


Tel: 01384 894772 
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Christmas 

Bonanza 


Call us today 
for your 

and Survey... 


DOORS, WINDOWS. 


Fitted 

£ 2,595 

inc. VAT 


msm\S7 gssd 




PLUS 


* 


* 
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CONSERVATORIES 


FULL RANGE OF DOORS 

UPVC UPVC FRONT UPVC THE LATEST 
COLOURED DOOR BACKDOOR DESIGNS 


a choice of 
Deluxe 
composite 
Door 


ting dates for Christmas* 


we are 
Rock door 
installers 


F TTED F TTED F TTED F TTED 


wlOFt x lOft 3m x 3m . 

Choice of t'les, double sockets or light fittings @311 111 today Slid SOB OUT Ml tOOtfC 


WOLLASTON SHOWROOM 

Monday - Saturday 10am^5pm | Sundays and Bank Holidays by appointment 

Tel: 01384 292484 | Mobile: 07772 131 678 HTuTi'^d ooTs'M' 
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Black Country favourites The Montanas had a hit in America and toured with The Troggs 


The Californians — Robbie, Pete, John, Mick 


The Crockers — John Oakley (front) with Doug Parker, Graham Hollis, Jake 
Elcock, Will Hayward, Roy Kent, Chris Groucutt, Ian Sludge Lees and Alan Clee 



Big hair — the 1970s have arrived for the Light Fantastic 



Wolverhampton band Finders Keepers 


Crock and roll with veterans of the 
1960s Black Country music scene 


THEY spent two decades gig¬ 
ging around the Midlands music 
scene, from Trysull Country Club 
to the legendary Lafeyette, the 
musicians who make up Black 
Country supergroup The Crock¬ 
ers played them all. 

For the past three years, the band have 
played a Christmas show at the Town Hall 
in Brierley Hill but this year they will be 
heading back to the city where it all began 
— Wolverhampton 

The Crockers are made up of members of 
popular bands who played around the Black 
Country, Birmingham and Staffordshire 
music scene in the 1960s and 70s, including 
the The Montanas, Finders Keepers and 
Light Fantastic. 

Despite never becoming a household 
name in Britain, other than in the West 
Midlands, The Montanas went on to have 
a minor hit in the States with You’ve Got 
To Be Loved and toured with The Troggs. 


MEMORY LANE 


By Jon Pritchard 


Jake Elcock, who played bass with Find¬ 
ers Keepers and The Montanas back in the 
day, said the group are looking forward to 
the gig at the Wulfrun Hall on Saturday, 
December 13. 

He said: “This is the fourth year we have 
done this now and we are heading back to 
Wolverhampton where we all used to play. 

“We all kept in touch because we became 
friends when we were all playing on the 
scene and then a few years ago we had this 
idea to play again. I didn’t even have a gui¬ 
tar at the time. 

“But the show actually sold out, so now 
we do a Christmas show every year. That’s 
where we got the name from really. We’re 
all getting on a bit so we’re old crocks, but 
it’s also a mixture of Christmas rockers, 
which is what we do.” 

The band is made up of Alan Clee, a lead 


guitarist with Finders Keepers, Roy ‘Drip¬ 
per’ Kent who was on vocals for Finders 
Keepers but also performed with Light Fan¬ 
tastic. Graham Hollis and Will Hayward 
both played with The Montanas, while John 
Oakley was the saxophonist for Revival. 

Comedian Ian “Sludge” Lees, former 
singer with Light Fantastic and ex-mem- 
ber of The Montanas and The Telstars, will 
also perform with John O’Hara, vocalist 
with The Californians, and Graham Bunt, 
guitarist with Tommy. 

The ten-strong band is completed by the 
sole youngster in the line-up. But Chris 
Groucutt, 26, has Black Country rock his¬ 
tory behind him however, as he is the son 
of Kelly Groucutt, former bassist with the 
Electric Light Orchestra. 

All of the band still live locally, in Wolver¬ 
hampton, Gornal, Dudley and Sedgley, and 
Mr Elcock said they were looking forward 
to playing back in Wolverhampton. 

Mr Elcock added: “We used to play ven¬ 
ues like the Lafayette, Park Hall and the 
Cleveland Arms, which back then had live 


music on about five nights a week. 

“There were some great bands that 
played back then and the music scene was 
really good. Back in the 60s and 70 you 
could go out seven nights a week and there 
would always be four of five different ven¬ 
ues with acts on. 

“I remember we used to go to Trysull 
Country Park on a Tuesday and it wouldn’t 
finish until 2am, and then we all had to get 
up and go to work then next morning. It 
was a very exciting time.” 

The Crockers play a mixture of 60s clas¬ 
sics from The Beatles, The Rolling Stones 
and The Kinks, as well as songs by The 
Montanas, such as Ciao Baby and Let’s Get 
a Little Sentimental. 

There will also be entertainment from co¬ 
median Doug Parker, and David Essex trib¬ 
ute act Chris Knott to get the crowd going. 

Tickets can be bought from www.wolves- 
civic.co.uk or by calling 0870 320 7000. 



Call 01562 825033 

for your FREE no obligation quote 


Why Woodrobes? 
Style 

Traditional or modem style, 
classical or contemporary, 
we have a bedroom for you 

Quality 

We manufacture our own 
fitted furniture and sliders 
to maintain quality control 

Choice 

Our range of 25 styles and 
70 finishes leaves you spoiled 
for choice 

Service 

From initial consultation to 
final fitting we are with you 
every step of the way 

Expertise 

Over 30 years of experience 
in fitting bespoke bedrooms 
of the highest quality 

Guarantee 

All our products carry a 10 
year guarantee, giving you 
peace of mind 


Established 1980 



drawers with Gloss Black trim and is packed with features: a double wardrobe, 
corner unit and single wardrobe plus four drawer under-bed unit, matching 
bedside cabinets plus a superb media unit with cupboards and drawers. 




Call in and design your 
perfect bedroom | 0 Yeai 

Guarani 


Over 70 colours and finishes, 25 different styles, dozens of 
sliding door combinations with soft closers, touch-to-open 
drawers and the Woodrobes quality guarantee. 


10 Year, 

GuarantdW 
on ou^V 
produ dy 


Star'A'extra Christmas gifts over 

Send gifts to loved ones in Australia, New Zealand, Canada and Mainland USA 

Packing and delivery costs are included, plus the option to personalise your greeting 


Australasian Hampers || North American Hampers 


(Excludes Alaska and Hawaii) 

I I USA Food-£47.75 
f—I Canadian Food - £47.75 

• Twinings English Breakfast Tea (20s) 

• Rademaker Chocolate Mint Sticks, 75g 

• Royal Edinburgh Shortbread Fingers, 125g 

• Borges Green Olives with Pimento, 125ml 

• Carr’s Water Crackers, 125g 

• Walkers Toffee and Pecan Biscuits, 150g 

• Weston’s Traditional Fruit Cake, 600g 


USA Luxury-£54.75 
Canadian Luxury - £54.75 


] Australian Wine-£47.75 
I I New Zealand Wine-£47.75 

• Hardys Brut Reserve Sparkling Wine, 750ml 

• Hardys Semilion Chardonnay, 750ml 

• Hardys Shiraz Cabernet, 750ml 

H Australian Food - £47.75 
I I New Zealand Food - £47.75 

• Hardys Brut Reserve Sparkling Wine, 750ml 

• Whittings Christmas Fruit Cake, 500g 

• Borlands Blueberry Mac. Shortbread 75g 

• Ashley Mints Sticks, 80g 

• Walkers Shortbread Rounds, 10Og 

• Walkers Nonsuch Hazelnut Toffee, 10Og 
•Twinings English Breakfast Tea, 10 pkt 

_ Australian Luxury - £54.75 
I I New Zealand Luxury - £54.75 

• Hardys Brut Reserve Sparkling Wine, 750ml 

• Whittings Christmas Fruit Cake, 500g 

• Whittings Christmas Pudding, 400g 

• Napoli Hazelnut Creme Filled Wafers, 120g 

• Carrs Water Crackers, 125g 

• Figaro Olives with Pimentos, 142g 

• Mackays Cranberry Sauce, 227g 

• Gardiners Malt Whiskey Fudge, 150g 

• Stern’s Pfefferniisse Traditional Gingerbread Cookies, 200g 

• Soletti Pretzel Sticks, 80g 

• Twinings English Breakfast Tea, 10 pkt 

• Vittoria Espresso Coffee, 50g 


Order online at www.overseasgifts.com/starextra (prices may vary due to current rates of exchange) 


□ 

□ 

• Baxters Chicken Broth, 540ml 

• Royal Edinburgh Shortbread Fingers, 125g 

• Waterbridge Occasions Choc. Toffee, 150g 

• Waterbridge Fudge Butter, 200g 

• Waterbridge Slimstix Dark Mint, 75g 

• Bassetts Liquorice Allsorts, 200g 

• McVities Digestives, 400g 

• Robertson’s Scotch & Orange Marmalade, 250ml 

• Emelia’s Blueberry Chutney, 250ml 

• Carr’s Water Crackers, 125g 

• Weston’s Traditional Fruit Cake, 600g 



Christmas Stocking 

A cloth Christmas stocking 
filled with confectionary 
goodies. Something for the 
children to hang on the end 
of the bed at Christmas. 

Cost £16.00 
New Year Bubbly 

(Available to Australia and 
New Zealand only) 

A 750ml bottle of award 
winning Omni Sparkling 
Wine with a greeting tag 
which reads ‘For you to 
celebrate the New Year’ 

Cost £18.00 



Or send this form along with a cheque or 

Hamper Offer 
Promotions Department 
Express & Star/Shropshire Star 
Queen Street 
Wolverhampton WV1 1ES 

Please make cheques payable to MNA Ltd. 
Please note we do not accept cash payments 


Tick the boxes above to indicate your selection and quantity 
Separate forms are required for each recipient - please attach together 

Send the hamper(s) as indicated in the boxes above, which total £_ 

Please include.Christmas Stocking(s) @ £16.00 each £_ 

Please include.New Year Bubbly(s) @ £18.00 each £_ 

I enclose total remittance for £_ 

Visa/Mastercard number_/_/_/_ 

Expiry date/Security no Signature. 


Please use CAPITALS 

Sender’s details 

FROM: Title.First Name... 

Surname. 

Address. 


DELIVER T0:Title.First Name... 

Surname. 


Daytime No. 


Town/City. 

State. 

Post/zip code. 

Country. 

Daytime No..-..; 

A post/zip code and daytime telephone number must be included 


Your message (Please use CAPITALS - max 15 words)... 


www.woodrobes.co.uk 76 Mill Street Kidderminster DYI I 6XJ 



















































































Organisers celebrate 
Black Country success 



Mayor of Dudley Margaret Aston with Grade Sheppard and other guests at the civic reception for festival organisers 


THEY banged the drum for 
the hostin’ Black Country and 
now those behind the festival 
celebrating its heritage have 
been honoured. 

Tens of thousands of people 
joined in the Black Country Festi¬ 
val celebrations in July with doz¬ 
ens of events. 

Those who were involved in making 
the summer celebration happen have 
been honoured at a civic reception 
in Dudley. Among those invited by 
Mayor of Dudley Councillor Marga¬ 


ret Aston were Gracie Sheppard, the 
Stourbridge schoolgirl who designed 
the Black Country flag, and James 
Stevens, who created a Black Country 
anthem for the event. 

All of the attendees at the Mayor’s 
Parlour were presented with a certif¬ 
icate and Gracie was also presented 
with a framed picture of her design 
flying in various locations across the 
borough. 

“To be invited in to see the Mayor 
has rounded off an unbelievable year,” 
she said. “From seeing the flag flown 
from Dudley Town Hall back in Janu¬ 
ary and then seeing all the flags at the 


festival in July, it has been an amazing 
experience. 

“It has been really nice to come here 
today and see everyone who was in¬ 
volved in the festival. Next year I’m 
sure it will be bigger and better and 
I’m really looking forward to it.” 

The festival featured a Black Coun¬ 
try themed Stourbridge Carnival; a 
three-day festival of comedy, culture 
and music at Red House Glass Cone; 
an all day event on Stone Street 
Square in Dudley and a performance 
by the Fizzogs comedy group at Brier- 
ley Hill Civic Hall. It culminated in 
official Black Country Day on July 14. 


MOBILITY 

SALE® 


-no- 

- CareCo - 


° ° ° 


OPEN: 

MON - SAT 09.00 - 17.00 
SUN 10.00 - 16.00 


CareCo, Pedmore road 
Brierley Hill 
West Midlands, DY5 1TJ 
01384 489 119 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM FOR GREAT OFFERS! 



MOBILITY 

SCOOTERS 


^ Over 1000 scooters in stock 


PRICES FROM 


£369 


SUMMER OFFERS 


•f Travel, Pavement & 8mph 
available 


Aircraft friendly products 
3 months FREE insurance 




WHEELCHAIRS 


<V 

* 


' Self propelled, transit & travel 
available 


■S Great range of wheelchair 
accessories 


£90 


HUGE SAVINGS 


The UK's lightest wheelchairs ir 


POWERCHAIRS 




PRICES FROM 


Great range available 
Attendant friendly products 
Try before you buy 
3 months FREE insurance 


ft 


BATHROOM 

AIDS 


£799 


SAVE UP TO 70% 


In Store bathroom 
Great range of Bathlifts 
Fantastic range of accessories 
Incontinence pads available 


£349 


SAVE UP TO 75% 


f Great range of sizes and fabrics 
^ UK made chairs 


RISE 

RECUNERS 


£349 


SAVE UP TO £1000 


S All of the best brands stocked 


STAIRUFTS 


UK'S LOWEST 

PRICES 


f Straight & Curved available 
/ Local service & support 
f Next day installation available 
S In Store Stairlift 




FREE QUOTATION 




OFF 


:io 


Care 


ORDERS OVER £250 IN STORE 

This voucher is only valid for showroom purchases. 


the discount mobility experts 


EXPIRES 31/12/14 



TUI I 

ULTIMATE 

SECURITY 

GUARANTEE 

Rydale take security 
very seriously 
Guaranteed high 
security on all products 

Full details on request 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 


OPEN WEEKDAYS 9 AM TO 5.30 PM, SATURDAY 9 AM TO 4 PM, SUNDAY CLOSED 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 




WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, ORANGERIES, 
PORCHES, FASCIAS & SOFFIT BOARDS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED TO ALL AREAS 
ACROSS THE MIDLANDS 

Yoircan be sure you have 
_ made the right decision! 


WINDOW, CONSERVATORY, PORCH, 
FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 

How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 

It’s simple customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale 
personnel and the unbeatable service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so 
many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom made to 
the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry.No other company in the area has more 
experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 29 years. 
Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on 
display at our purpose built showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00am to 5.30pm 
and Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm. At Rydale we feel that it is very important to see products on display 
before you make your final decision to purchase. 

We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here 
for you the customer. At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when the 
installation has been completed. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area for over 29 years. If we give 
you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. 

Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products 
including free delivery. 


Autumn Sale 

NOWON 


Repair Service available 


e 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and 
window showrooms 
in the UK 


. 


Finance 

Available 


At Rydale we care about the 
customer, spend your money wisely 

Massive 

Discounts 

on all orders placed now for 
January installation 
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*ONLY ONE BOX OFFER TO BE USED PER CUSTOMER 


Keeping Your Home Safe & Warm this Winter 

Wombourne Windows have been installing quality windows, doors, 
conservatories and orangeries for an incredible 32 years! 

We pride ourselves on our high quality standards and that we can offer 
all our customers total satisfaction on whatever you need. 



ombourne 4^ indow§ 



FENSA 


Orangeries and Conservatories’ 

For more information call us now on 0845 6030334 (Local Rate) 
or visit our website at WWW.WOmboume-windowS.CO.uk 

Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 


BRIDGNQ RT 


storm 


* 

MomePro 


WOMBOURNE 

WINDOWS 

SHOWROOM 


ROAD B4176 


Showroom Opening Hours: Mon - Thurs 10am - 6pm | Friday 10am - 5pm, Saturday 10am - 4pm | Sundays closed 
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MSh r Local BMEs nce 

OFFER VALID FROM THURSDAY 4TH TO THURSDAY 11TH DECEMBER 


HIGH 
» COMMISSIONER 

70CL 

£10.99 


BELL’S 

70CL 

£11.49 


GRANT’S 

70CL 

£11.99 


FAMOUS 

GROUSE 

70CL 

£12.49 


WHYTE 

MACKAY 

70CL 

£12.99 




JIM 

BEAM 

70CL 


£13.99 


JAMESON 

70CL 

£16.99 


0 


SMIRNOFF 

70CL 


£10.99 


GLEN’S 

f VODKA 

70CL 

£9.99 


RUSSIAN 


II 


VODKA 

70CL 

£11.49 


ft 


MARTELL 

70CL 


I 


£17.49 


THREE 

BARREL 

70CL 

38% 

£13.99 


A 


E&J 

BRANDY 

70CL 

£11.99 


MORGAN 

SPICED 

RUM 

70CL 


I 


£11.99 


I 


CAPTAIN 

MORGAN 

70CL 

£12.99 


- BACARDI 

70CL 

£11.99 


£ 


GORDON’S 

GIN 

70CL 

£11.49 


A GLENMORANGIE 

10 YRS OLD 
70CL 


£23.99 


GLENFIDDICH 

12 YRS OLD 
70CL 


£21.99 



ISLE OF 
JURA 

10 YRS OLD 
70CL 

23.99 


I DEKUYPER 
APRICOT 
- BRANDY 

LTR 

£12.99 


l 




DEKUYPER 

RASPBERRY 

70CL 

£10.99 


SOUTHERN 

COMFORT 

70CL 

£14.49 


1 ORCHARD 
PEACH 

, SCHNAPPS 

70cl 

m £5.29 


l 


BALI 

(COCONUT 

&RUM) 


70cl 


£5.29 


ROYAL 

DUTCH 

ADVOCAT 

70cl 

£5.49 



MESSER 

SCHMITT 

70CL 

£6.99 


BAILEY’S 

70CL 

£9.99 


CACTUS JACK 

70cl Varieties 


£4.99 


imui 


QC 

• Varieties 
A 70CI 

m £3.79 
| Ltr£4.99 




CROFT 

ORIGINAL/ 

HARVEYS 

BRISTOL 

CREAM 

LTR 

£10.99 


PORTMAN’S 
' FINE RUBY 
PORT 

75CL 

£5.49 


COCKBURN’S 
FINE RUBY 
PORT 

75CL 

£8.49 


COCKBURN’S 
SPECIAL 
RESERVE PORT 
75CL 

£9.49 


TRIPLE 

CROWN 

CROFT 

PORT 

75CL 

£7.99 


1 


■ 


TAYLORS 
LATE BOTTLED 
VINTAGE PORT 

75CL 

£10.49 


TAYLORS 
FIRST ESTATE 
RESERVE PORT 

75CL 

£9.49 


k 


GRAHAM’S 

FINE 

WHITE PORT 
75CL 


BLOSSOM HILL 

RED, WHITE, 


£10.99 



ROSE 75CL 


3 FOR 

£ 10.00 


BLOSSOM HILL 

WHITE GRENACHE, 
_ _ WHITE ZINFANDEL 
75CL 

HlU 2 FOR 
till* £8.00 


4 


ECHO FALLS 

RED, WHITE, 
ROSE 
75CL 


A 4 


ECHO FALLS 


m 


3 FOR 


£9.00 




VARIETY 75CL 
(CHARDONNAY, WHITE 
ZINFANDEL, 
PINOT GRIGIO) 

3 FOR 

£ 11.00 



GALLO 

75CL 

ASSORTED 


GALLO 

_ 1 SUMMER 

WHITE, 


2 FOR 

£ 8.00 



SUMMER ROSE 


75CL 


M J 3 FOR 
£ 10.00 


TURNING 

LEAF 

75CL VARIETIES 

2 FOR 
1 £ 11.00 


EAGLE HAWK 
SEMILLON 

Chardonnay, Rose, 
Shiraz, Merlot, Cab 
75cl 


2 for 

£8.00 


HARDY’S 

STAMP 

75CL VARIETIES 

2 FOR 
£9.00 


HARDY’S VR 

75CL VARIETIES 

FOR 

8.00 



HARDY’S BIN 

343 

HARDY’S CLASSIC 
| CAB MERLOT 75CL 

3 FOR 
£ 11.00 


OXFORD 

LANDING 

75CL VARIETIES 

2 FOR 

£8.00 


BANROCK STATION 
RESERVE 

CAB SAUV, SHIRAZ 
75CL 

3 FOR 

£ 11.00 



BANROCK STATION 

U COLOMBARD 
CHARDONNAY, 
SHIRAZ MATARO 
75CL 

3 FOR 

£11.00 


McGUIGAN 
BLACK LABEL 

75CL 

2 FOR 

£ 10.00 


LINDEMAN 




STOWELL’S 


BIN 50, BIN 
40, BIN 85, 
BIN 65 75CL 

2 FOR 
£9.00 



VARIETIES 

75CL 


3 FOR 
£ 10.00 


KUMALA 

75CL 

VARIETIES 

2 FOR 
£9.00 


* STONE’S 
ML GINGER 
WINE 

70CL 

X £3.99 


OYSTER BAY 


B 


75CLSAUVIGN0N 
BLANC, PINOT NOIR, 
CHARDONNAY, 
MERLOT 


£8.99 

EACH 


S BLACK 
TOWER 

VARIETIES 75CL 

2 FOR 

— £ 8.00 


MATEUS 

Rose 75cl 

2 for 
£ 10.00 


a 


1 


MULLED 

WINE 

75CL 

£2.99 


LAMBRINI 

1.5 LTR 

2 FOR 
£5.00 


PROSECCO 

Extra Dry/ 
* 4 Brut 75cl 

■ £5.99 
M each 


HARDY’S STAMP 

75cl Sparkling 
I I Chardonnay, 
4 4, Pino Noir 

’IS 


>£6.99 


OLD SPECKLED HEN, 
OLD EMPIRE, STRONG 
PALE ALE, OWD RODGER 

500ML 

3 FOR 
£5.00 


i-ii 


HOBSON’S 

VARIETIES 

500ML 

3 FOR 
£5.00 


HOLDEN’S 

VARIETIES 

500ML 

3 FOR 
£5.00 


« 


BADGERS 

VARIETIES 

500ML 

3 FOR 
£5.00 


4 # 

jfp 


MANN’S, 
DOUBLE DROP, 
PEDIGREE 

500ML 

4 FOR 
£5.00 


MAGNER’S 

500ML 
8 BOTTLES 

£6.99 


CORONA 

EXTRA 

330ML 


10 BOTTLES 

U £10.99 


BULMERS 

(RED BERRIES WITH LIME, 
BOLD BLACK CHERRY, 
PRESSED RED GRAPE) 

11 II A 12 BOTTLES 

568ML 

“■■■£18.99 


BULMERS 

5ULMERS ORIGINAL/PEAR 
568ML 

4 BOTTLES 

£5.00 

12 BOTTLES 

£13.99 


CARLING 500ML/ 

FOSTER’S 500ML 
j *| 8 CANS 

:| 1 e 2 * £ 6.50 
24 CANS 
m / £ 18.49 



GUINNESS 
DRAUGHT 
8 CANS 

£7.50 


MURPHY/CAFFREY 
8 CANS 
£7.50 
24 CANS 
^■£ 21.99 


"( 11/1 

il 



8 CANS 

£7.50 


CARLING 
PREMIER, 

COORS LIGHT, 24 CANS 

RED STRIPE £21.99 


OLDE 

ENGLISH 

500ML 
8 CANS 

£5.50 


Pictures for illustration purposes only • Many More Offers In Store • Pubs , Clubs & Party Orders welcome at gora.wine@hotmail.co.uk • Paypoint Top up & Cash machines available . Where applicable E & O.E 


50 Bridgnorth Road, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge DY8 3QG (opposite Aldi) 

01384 379073 


26 High Street, Brockmoore, 
Brierley Hill DY5 3JA 

01384 572484 


FLETCHERS 

AT 


8 Burcher Green, Comberton Est, Kidderminster 
Mon - Sun 7.30am - 9pm 

01562 747957 


31 Drew Road (off Old Ham Lane, Off Wollescote Road), Pedmore, 
Stourbridge DY9 OUU Mon-Sat 10am-9pm Sun 12 noon-9pm 

01384 379508 


Mon - Sat 10am - 10pm Sun 11am-9pm 


Mon - Sat 10am - 10pm Sun 12 noon - 9pm 


Mon - Sat 7.30am - 9pm Sun 8.30am - 9pm 


Mon - Sat 10am - 9pm Sun 12 noon - 9pm 


SWITCH 
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One in four pensioners facing 
struggle to live independently 


Consultation 
on boundaries 

A PETITION signed by hundreds of 
people calling on a review of boundaries 
around Hagley and Clent has prompted a 
new consultation. 

Officials from Bromsgrove District 
Council launched the consultation follow¬ 
ing pressure from some resident sin West 
Hagley. Hagley Residents Action Group 
petitioned households in West Hagley cur¬ 
rently represented by Clent Parish Coun¬ 
cil. They want to see local governance 
transferred to Hagley Parish Council. 

Four options have been drawn up for 
the consultation. Public drop in sessions 
will be held at Hagley Parish Council, in 
Worcester Road, on Saturday between 
9am and 11am and on December 10 from 
5.30pm to 7pm. 


MORE than a quarter of pensioners 
in the West Midlands experience dif¬ 
ficulties living independently, new 
figures show. 

A report from Independent Age and the Stra¬ 
tegic Society Centre shows 27 per cent (245,000) 
of those aged 65 and over in the region struggle 
with tasks such as cooking, dressing, or bathing. 

The Bigger Picture report provides a detailed 
picture of disability and care needs among Eng¬ 
land’s older population. It aims to help councils 
and care providers to get ready for the Care Act, 
which comes into effect in April and places new 


duties on local authorities to offer more help to 
older people and their carers. 

The research looks at levels of unmet need for 
social care, analyses publicly funded support to 
the over 65’s and considers levels of entitlement 
to care following the introduction of the Care 
Act. 

Simon Bottery, Director of Policy at Inde¬ 
pendent Age said: “The Care Act is intended to 
ensure that older people receive better care and 
support but this new research highlights alarm¬ 
ing gaps even in existing levels of care. 

“Councils need to be acting now if the prom¬ 


ises of the Care Act are to be fulfilled but na¬ 
tional government also has to ensure that there 
is enough funding to properly implement it. 
We need to properly fund preventative services 
which delay the moment when older people need 
more intensive care and support.” 

The report shows nationally almost half a mil¬ 
lion older carers provide round the clock care to 
a loved one but more than 80 per cent do not 
receive any council services, and 70,000 of the 
most disabled pensioners do not get any form of 
care at home. More information is available at 
strategicsociety.org.uk website. 


Heathens plan to 
help fans travel 

CRADLEY Heathens Speedway Club is 
working on travel arrangements to make it 
easier for fans to reach their new home in 
Birmingham. 

The club is keen for as many fans as pos¬ 
sible to attend Perry Barr Stadium for their 
2015 season. It comes after Heathens were 
told they could no longer use Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s Monmore Green for 2015, their tem¬ 
porary home for the last four years. 

Heathens have been unable to find a lo¬ 
cation in Dudley borough to build a new 
stadium since losing its Dudley Wood home. 

Club chairman Nigel Pearson has criti¬ 
cised Dudley Council for not doing enough 
to help but the council said it carried out 
‘extensive searches’ without success. Mon¬ 
more Green is the home of Elite League 
Wolverhampton. 





WE COVER W0MB0URNE, 
WORDSLEY, GORNAL AND DUDLEY 

01384 271071 
or 01384 404042 


DlEilBIlEBMH 


(minimum order £10 for any 
Pizza Deal delivery) 


1384 271071 or 01384 404042 


w Salon Stylist 1V/UI\ rllwl VIjII 

>: 50% OFF any Styling Service with Courtney. Simply book your Cut j 
or Blow Dry with Courtney on any day and only pay half price. 


iERVICE 


8 Charterfield Drive (off Stallings Lane), Kingswinford DY6 7RD 


LIMITED OFFER! 

ALL SPECIALS ARE SERVED IN TRAYS WITH SAUCES 


, High Definition 
SlgS Eyebrows 
>R9 £18.50 


i Timeout Facial & Back LA 
Massage (taken together) Spray Tan 

£26.00 for one hour £12.00 

All above offers expire 13th Dec 2014 


Unit 9a Charterfield Shopping Centre, Stallings Lane, 
Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 7SH Tel: 01384 288999 
OPENING HOURS: Monday - Closed Tuesday 10.00am - 8.00pm Wednesday 10.00am 
Thursday 10.00am - 8.00pm Friday 9.00am - 6.00pm Saturday 9.00am - 4.30pr 


DOUBLE 


Telephone orders welcome 


01384 350003 


Unit 7 Charterfield Shopping Centre 
Charterfield Drive 
Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

Delivery charge (within 3 miles) £ 1.20 
All orders over 3 miles £2.00 

Monday-Saturday:5.00pm-10.30pm 
Sunday:Closed 



Volunteer Gordon Ibbotson, 77, with fellow members of the transport group at the museum 


RUSTED and rotting, the number 735 Har¬ 
rier W trolleybus was in dire need of a new 
lease of life. But now, thanks to the tireless 
efforts of the Black Country Living Muse¬ 
um’s Transport Group, the vehicle, built in 
1946, is back to its best. 

The volunteers have spent the past three 
years restoring the bus and painting it from 
blue and cream to the two shades of blue it 
would have sported back in its heyday. 

The bus, the same model as used in the 
Black Country in the 1930s and 40s, is on 
loan from Colin Saxton from the Bradford 
Trolleybus Association, who bought it at a 
bus rally back back in the 1980s. 

Chairman of the transport group Lyn- 
ton Copper said: “We come to the museum 
twice a week on Wednesdays and Satur¬ 
days, when we work on painting the bus for 
around seven to eight hours a day. 


“We have only used paint brushes to do 
the work which is why it has taken us so 
long but we are really pleased with how it 
is looking.” 

The trolleybus will start running next 
year on the museum’s line, which is the 
world’s longest route for double decker trol¬ 
leys. It will run on Wednesdays, Saturdays 
and Sundays. 

This bus is also important as its trans¬ 
fers are the last created by Stan Letts, a 
member of the group from the 1980s, and 
a principal organiser of bus and tramway 
societies across the West Midlands until 
his death in April. Mr Letts was nationally 
recognised for his intricate transfers, which 
can be seen on the 735. Mr Cooper added: 
“Stan would have been so been so proud to 
see the bus finished. It is a shame that he 
will not be here to see the trolley running.” 


Meeting offers help 
to private landlords 

PRIVATE landlords can get advice to help them with their 
businesses at a forum on Monday afternoon. 

The event will give them the chance to learn about cur¬ 
rent developments, legislative changes and issues affect¬ 
ing landlords and tenants, including the new immigration 
rules and welfare reforms. 

It is open to landlords in Sandwell and Dudley and is 
free to attend. 

It has been organised by Dudley Council in partnership 
with Sandwell Council and the National Landlords Asso¬ 
ciation. 

The event will start at 3.30pm at The Recreation Club, 
Station Road, Oldbury. 

It is hoped that the forum will be become a regular event 
and that landlords will become actively involved in contrib¬ 
uting to the agenda. The event will last around three hours 
and refreshments will be provided. 


Apprentice 
for lottery 

COMPTON Hospice Pro¬ 
motions has welcomed its 
first ever apprentice to its 
Lottery Company. 

Luke Pinder, 20, from 
Wordsley, has joined the 
hospiceas part of a year-long 
Business Administration 
Apprenticeship scheme run 
in conjunction with the City 
of Wolverhampton College. 

The scheme will give Luke 
the opportunity to gain val¬ 
uable workplace skills and 
experience through paid 
employment whilst study¬ 
ing for a recognised qualifi¬ 
cation at the same time. 







































































Have a say on 
health at forum 

PATIENTS can have their say on health 
services at a forum being held on Thursday, 
December 11. 

The Tutting You in the Driving Seat’ 
event is being held by Dudley CCG. It will 
run from noon until 2.30pm at Brierley Hill 
Civic Hall. 

People will be able to share their views 
with doctors and bosses during the event. 

Dr Steve Mann, Clinical Executive and 
GP, from Dudley CCG, said “We make pol¬ 
icy decisions every week that affect health¬ 
care in Dudley, this session will use a real 
example of policy decision making and put 
you in the driving seat, playing the role of 
key board members to give you a real in¬ 
sight on the process and how decisions are 
made. 

“We will facilitate an interactive deci¬ 
sion making workshop, and then share our 
board members own views on it.” 

To book a place at the event call Clare 
Hamilton on (01384) 321764. 


Borough is worst for fuel 
poverty in the Black country 


TENS of thousands of households 
across the rewgion are living in fuel 
poverty and struggling to keep their 
homes heated, new figures have re¬ 
vealed. 

In the Black Country 63,579 properties 
out of 384,987 homes cannot afford their 
fuel bills. 

The data has been released by Age UK as part 
of their Warm Homes campaign against fuel 
poverty, warning 24,000 older people could die 
because of the cold. 

The figures include all households, regard¬ 
less of their occupants’ age and were worked 
out based on the household income. Someone is 


classed as fuel poor if they would spend so much 
of their earnings to heat their home it would 
take them below the poverty line. 

In some areas between one in 10 and almost 
one in five homes are classed as being fuel poor. 

Dudley has the highest number of fuel poor 
households in the area with 19,731 out of 
137,166 properties. That’s just above Wolver¬ 
hampton with 19,057 homes in fuel poverty out 
of 104,949 — though given the city’s smaller 
population, the proportion is worse with 18.2 per 
cent of homes affected compared with Dudley’s 
14.4 per cent. 

Sandwell has 11, 341 out of 68,925 homes in 
such poverty, which is 16.5 per cent. 

MP for Dudley North Ian Austin said: “Lots 
of families in the Black Country are struggling 


to make ends meet. Wages here are below the 
national average and bills keep going up, with 
energy bills rocketing by £300 in the last four 
years. 

“For more than one in ten homes in the Black 
Country things are so bad that heating bills are 
pushing them into poverty. 

“I want energy bills to be frozen while we 
get long-term solutions in place like scrapping 
Ofgem (The Office of Gas and Electricity Mar¬ 
kets) and getting thousands of homes in Dudley 
insulated.” 

Caroline Abrahams of Age UK said: “No older 
person should worry that they could die from 
the cold in their own home. Fuel poverty is a 
national scandal which has claimed the lives of 
too many people for far too long” 


Lynx are loving 
zoo’s woodchip 

A CARPATHIAN lynx family are rolling 
around in joy after their paddock was re¬ 
vamped with woodchip from Dudley Zoo’s 
recycled trees. 

As part of the attraction’s ongoing site 
management trees at the end of their nat¬ 
ural life have been taken down around 
the 40-acre site. And not a bit has been 
wasted, with leaves and branches used to 
feed our giraffe, tapir and Barbary sheep 
families and the remainder used to make 
woodchip for the lynx paddock. 

Team Leader Jay Haywood,said the 
lynx family, Dave, Daisy and triplets Dick, 
Dom and Daphne, were loving playing in 
their new-look home. He said: “In a big 
cat, the part of the brain that processes 
smells is vast and when they smell dif¬ 
ferent scents they can release happy hor¬ 
mones. They have started rubbing and 
rolling in the woodchip.” 
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Strings orchestra 
with a difference 


Professional banjo player Danielle Saxon Reeves from Lye 

A MUSICIAN is preparing to host a concert backed by the 
community music group she founded more than a decade 
ago. 

Danielle Saxon Reeves, of Lye, is staging the show on 
Saturday with the Midlands Fretted Orchestra. 

The orchestra, which has members from across the West 
Midlands, will feature special guests at their annual Christ¬ 
mas Celebration show at the Bonded Warehouse, in Canal 
Street, Stourbridge. 

The In Sound Company Community Choir will be joining 
the orchestra. 

The orchestra brings together acoustic instruments sel- 
don found in other ensembles, such as mandolin, banjo, 
bass and steel guitars. 

A host of seasonal favourites will be played including 
music by Prokofiev as well as Christmas carols. 

Tickets are £6.50 with under 16s free if accompanied by 
a paying adult. To book call 07738 258506. Doors and bar 
open at 7pm and the concert begins at 7.30pm. For more 
information about the orchestra call (01384) 893987. 

More free childcare 
places are on offer 

MORE than 18,000 toddlers in the West Midlands are ac¬ 
cessing free childcare, new figures show. 

The Government offers free childcare to two year olds 
from low income families, and has doubled the number of 
available places to include 40 per cent of families. 

Childcare and education minister Sam Gyimah has 
launched a campaign encouraging parents to check their 
eligibility. 

Mr Gyimah said: “The early years count which is why 
making sure parents have access to affordable, high quality 
education is part of our plan for education. I know that 
childcare costs can be a real burden for some parents and 
am pleased to see so many parents in the West Midlands 
taking up the free childcare offered for their two-year-old. 

“I want every parent in the West Midlands to look at 
the Government support on offer and access whatever you 
can.” 
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FreeAds 



BACK BY 
POPULAR 
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*Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250, simply fill out the 
details below or book online at www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

ADVERT DETAILS - (ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 




Please send to: Classif iedAds, Express & Star, 51 -53 Queen St, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES. 


ITS ABSOLUTELY FREE 

‘Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. Limited time only 

Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


Songsters and guests 
get ready for concert 



Gentleman Songsters, school singers from Wall Heath and brass band musicians are rehearsing for the festive concert 


THAT festive feeling is on 
its way to Dudley Town Hall 
as the Gentlemen Songsters 
Choir gets ready to perform 
its Christmas charity concert. 

Rehearsals for the Saturday, De¬ 
cember 13, concert are already in 
full swing and this year the Dud¬ 
ley borough’s male voice choir will 
be joined by special guests Sover¬ 
eign Brass. 

The event at Dudley Town Hall will 
raise money for the Mayor of Dudley’s 
chosen charities. 


The Songsters will also be joined on 
stage by the children’s choir from the 
School of the Church of the Ascension, 
Wall Heath, where the Songsters first 
formed back in 1957. 

Favourites 

Hosting the concert will be Annie 
Hodkinson, who has had leading roles 
with Brierley Hill Musical Theatre 
Company. 

The Songsters say they are looking 
forward to thrilling the crowd with 
a wide variety of seasonal favourites 
that will be sure to get the audience 
into the festive spirit. 


The Mayor of Dudley, Councillor 
Margaret Aston, will be at the event 
and all proceeds from the concert will 
be donated to her chosen charities. 

These include Action Heart, the 
heart cardiac rehabilitation centre 
based in Dudley’s Russells Hall Hospi¬ 
tal, and Guide Dogs, formally known 
as the Guide Dogs for the Blind Asso¬ 
ciation. 

The concert will start at 7.30pm and 
tickets are priced at £10 each with re¬ 
served seating. 

These can be purchased by calling 
(01384) 838863 or via the Midland Box 
Office on 0870 320 7000. 


ClassifiedAds 1 
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TOURS BY SPECIAL TRAIN 


CAIRNGORM MOUNTAIN 
STATESMAN 

SAT 21 TO MON 23 MARCH 

Departing from 

KIDDERMINSTER, STOURBRIDGE JCT, 
ROWLEY REGIS, WALSALL, CANNOCK, STAFFORD 

Prices from only: £299 

Travel direct from your local station on the ‘Statesman’ Land Cruise Train for an 
exclusive weekend break at this most beautiful time of year — The journey is over 
the spectacular Scottish Highland line and Britain’s highest rail summit as we cross 
magnificent bridges and viaducts with the train passing through the Cairngorm 
National Park with views of waterfalls, lochs and the prospect of snow covered 
mountains as they glisten in winter sunlight. Accommodation for two nights with 
Scottish breakfast, and dinner on Sunday, will be in quality 3 & 4* hotels in the 
highland resort of Aviemore. 

Choose from: Pullman, Premier, First & Standard Class with a deposit 
of only £50 to secure your booking 
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FORA BROCHURE OR TO BOOK 
0345 3 10 2458/2489 WWW.STATESMANRAIL.COM 






















































Black Country man who 
won over a Welsh town 


Author opens library 



Author Piers Torday with Year 7 pupils officially open¬ 
ing Kingswinford School’s modern new library 

AN AWARD-WINNING author launched a new school 
library in Dudley. Students at The Kingswinford School 
welcomed writer Piers Torday to open the facility. 

The author, whose second novel The Dark Wild won the 
Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize 2014, led workshops 
throughout the day for students in Years Seven, Eight 
and 11. School librarian, Paula Hendey, said: “We were so 
excited to meet Piers because students and teachers thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed his first novel The Last Wild. We fully ex¬ 
pect him to become a star in the literacy firmament and he 
is such an engaging speaker too.” 

The new library, completed this summer, contains more 
than 2,000 books and has been one of the final stages in 
major development work that upgraded the school to acad¬ 
emy status. 


IT was nid yw cefnogaeth i lawr — or no 
backing down — from a proud Black Country 
man as he took the chairmanship of a Welsh 
council. 

Being the first Englishman to take the honour, 
Bernard Shaw faced a rebellion by Welsh speak¬ 
ers on Porthmadog Town Council but, determined 
to hear all views, he — 


brought in a translator 
to help him communi¬ 
cate with his more stub¬ 
born colleagues. 

The father-of-two, orig¬ 
inally from Wordsley, 
eventually won over fellow 
members of the council at 
the Welsh harbour town and 
became a popular member 
of the community. 

Tax 

Tributes have been paid 
to Mr Shaw, who died last 
week aged 82, after a battle 
against lung cancer. 

He is survived by his 
wife of 58 years Hazel, his 
two children, Rebecca and 
Joanne, and four grandchil¬ 
dren. 

Mr Shaw was a former 
head boy of Dudley Gram¬ 
mar School who did his 
National Service with The 
Green Howards in Ger¬ 
many. 

As a child his family 
moved ton Claremont Road, 
Sedgley, and after school got 
job at the Inland Revenue 
in Dudley before becoming 
an inspector of taxes at Wol¬ 
verhampton. 

Mr Shaw was transferred 
to the Inland Revenue’s of¬ 
fice in Porthmadog and the 
family then started a new 
life in Wales, setting up 




> 
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Bernard Shaw — proud of 

his Black Country roots 

home in village of Borth- 
y-Gest. He later set up his 
own tax consultancy busi¬ 
ness. In 1974 he was elected 
to Porthmadog Town Coun¬ 
cil. Five years later he was 
elected as chairman of the 
council. 

His brother-in-law Gra¬ 
ham Gough said: “Even 
though he lived for many 
years in Wales he was still 
proud of his Black Country 
roots.” 



MAKEhTHISl 

CHRISTMAS 


GET ALL YOUR CHRISTMAS 

— 1 'shopping, from trees, baubles, wrapping 

PAPER, DECORATIONS TO CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR 
ALL THE FAMILY... INCLUDING PETS! 

WE’RE SURE YOU WILL FIND SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE IN OUR HUGE 49,000 SQ FT WAREHOUSE! 


WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR VISIT 


OPENING HOURS: MON-FR110 AM-4 PM SAT 8 AM-3 PM 

SEAFLO, WATERFALL LANE, CRADLEY HEATH, 
WEST MIDLANDS B64 6PU 
0121 559 8580 - seaflouk@live.co.uk 



Safe Gas 


Your LOCAL gas specialists 


Local BOILER Specialists! 
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Just a few good reasons 
to use Safe Gas 


Fully registered Gas Safe engineers 


5 star reviews on Yell.com, 
Rated People and Facebook 


Worcester Bosch and Ideal 
accredited installers 


Working in association 
with AGE Concern 
(Stourbridge and Halesowen) 



Extended warranties on all boilers 
installed by ourselves 


Boiler Repairs - Breakdowns 
Servicing - Installations 
Central Heating Power Flushing 



ALL BOILER INSTALLATIONS 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT AND DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


Safe Gas Working in Association with: 


Bo&ch & 


Stourbridge & Halesowen 
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Organised by Omega Events Ltd, ABTA Y590X. Subject to availability. 

at Birmingham LG Arena 


Take That fans have shown a great deal of Patience, but 

Thatters' eyes will Shine when they hear that the band who 
could probably RuleThe World has just announced their first 
UK tour as a trio, after four years away. Jason and Robbie will 
be missing, but Gary, Mark and Howard will be there to sing 
you A Million Love Songs on your Greatest Day of the year! 
Could It Be Magic at an Arena near you? Just Pray for a terrific 
night out, and hope they're Back For Good. The wait is over. 
Happy Now? 

Evening excursions 

Monday 11 & Saturday 16 May 2015 



• Ticket with a face value of £55.70 

• Return coach travel from Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 


Please call the promotions team on 

01 524 37500 quote won 

or visit: www.starextra.reader.travel 


Heat on as Heaton carries on regardless 


Paul Heaton and Jacqui Abbot 
Civic Hall, Wolverhampton 

IT was a night of nostalgia, elephant 
wee, a rather unsavoury tale of Paul 
Heaton’s, and trying to prise him out 
of his parka. 

Even with the temperature reach¬ 
ing sauna levels through the solid wall 
of bodies packed into the Civic Hall 
and the shouts of “off off’ couldn’t 
separate Heaton from his jacket so 
the assembled mass had to make do 


with the music which is now part of 
pop history. Heaton via the House- 
martins and then The Beautiful South 
has been on the scene for more than a 
quarter of a century with Jacqui Abbot 
not far behind him. 

The duo walked in over the drum¬ 
beat and launched into a couple of 
tracks off their latest album, What 
Have We Become, with Moulding of a 
Fool and The Right in Me. They then 
took their first trip down memory lane 


with We’re Not Deep from Heaton’s 
Housemartins days. 

The crowd lapped up the old stuff 
with their cover of Everybody’s Talk¬ 
ing, the expletive ridden Don’t Marry 
Her and of course Carry On Regard¬ 
less. 

Heaton even threw in a spoiler as 
they are Pointless celebrities on De¬ 
cember 13 but you have to watch it to 
see how they did. 

Danny Farragher 


Got to give 
Erasure a 
little respect 

Erasure, Civic Hall, 
Wolverhampton 

AFTER nearly 30 years in 
the business, you have to 
give A Little Respect to Era¬ 
sure. 

The duo have re-invented 
themselves for 21st century 
audiences, hence Sacred 
(from new album The Vio¬ 
let Flame) sounding like it 
could be by Calvin Harris 
rather than Vince Clarke. 
Latest single Reason, Eleva¬ 
tion and Dead of Night were 
also from the new album. 

Singer Andy Bell came 
out on stage wearing hat, 
jacket and shades but he 
later changed into span¬ 
gly hot pants. He loves a 
good Drama! So did I. And 
Blue Savannah. And Ship 
of Fools. The latter demon¬ 
strated that Clarke is not 
just a whizz on the key¬ 
boards as he played guitar, 
repeating the feat for final 
encore Sometimes. 

From the opening Oh 
L’Amour, the sell-out 
crowd were clearly in for 
a top night. Pretty much 
all the hits were there, 
Victim of Love, Chains of 
Love, Stop! and Love To 
Hate You among them. 
Mark Shipp 


REVIEWS 



First Soloist Samara Downs leaps into action as The Snow Fairy in The Nutcracker 

Enchanting festive ballet 
just gets better and better 


The Nutcracker, 

Birmingham Hippodrome 

IN the 24 years since Sir Peter Wright’s 
version of the classic Russian ballet re¬ 
ceived its premiere in Birmingham, this 
Christmas treat from Birmingham Royal 
Ballet has just got better and better. 

It begins with an idealised Christmas 
and ballet student Clara has a wildly imag¬ 
inative dream. The scene in which Clara is 
shrunken by the growing Christmas tree is 
spectacular. Then she is whisked away in 
a blizzard of dancing snowflakes to an en¬ 
chanted land of dance. Tchaikovsky’s ro¬ 
mantic music with opulent costumes and 


monumental sets that radiate a faded gran¬ 
deur, all dramatically lit, create an other¬ 
worldly atmosphere. 

On Saturday Laura Purkiss ensured 
Clara was never lost amid the spectacle. 
Samara Downs brought verve to The Snow 
Fairy and Spanish dancer, Delia Matthews 
was liquid lithe in the supple Arabian 
Dance, whilst Momoko Hirata combined 
grace and strength as The Rose Fairy. 

The star couple were Celine Gittens and 
Tyrone Singleton, as the Sugar Plum Fairy 
and Prince. Their Grand pas de deux was 
elegant and powerful. The Nutcracker con¬ 
tinues until December 13. LB 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE - 


New Stourbridge funeral home opens 


INDEPENDENT and familiy-run funeral directors J Vernon Kendrick 
have expanded by opening a new funeral home in Stourbridge. 

Founded in 1931, the company is owned and operated by the 
Kendrick family, now in its third generation, and prides itself on 
offering a caring, personal service during a difficult and challenging 
time for loved ones. 

Located at 11 Greenfield Avenue, formerly Greenfield Surgery, the 
new branch is a fully equipped funeral home with chapels of rest, 
a refreshment lounge and car parking. It is open between 9am and 
5pm from Monday to Friday and a 24 hour telephone service is also 
available. 

I TP1T' M The firm’s head office is still located at Vernon House, Cemetery 

Road, Lye, where it has been based for over 70 years and continues 
to serve Lye, Wollescote and surrounding areas. 

Director Daniel Kendrick: “We have been wanting to open in 

1 - ™ ™- 3 Stourbridge to service clients from areas including Norton, 

Oldswinford, Amblecote and Wollaston for some time but needed to make sure that the location was suitable for our 
requirements with easy access for local families.” 

A member of the National Association of Funeral Directors and the Society of Allied and Independent Funeral 
Directors, the company provides a professional and tailor-made service, guiding clients through all aspects of the 
funeral arrangements, including burial or cremation and the choice of coffin and funeral cars. 

In-house refreshments including tea, coffee and soft drinks and a selection of sandwiches and savouries and homemade 
scones can be served in the refreshment lounge on request. 

For those who prefer the independence and peace of mind of 
deciding for themselves how they would like their funeral to be 
arranged when the eventual need arises, pre-payment plans are 
available. 
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The Stourbridge branch is located at 11 Greenfield Avenue, Stourbridge DY8 1SU 

and can be contacted on 01384 442111. 

All are welcome to call in to meet the staff and look around the facilities. 
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Dan’s songs get 
back to the raw 



Dan Whitehouse will be launching his new album, Raw State, at the Glee Club 


MUSICIAN Dan Whitehouse 
talks to DANNY FARRAGHER 
about his music and the evo¬ 
lution of his new album 


IT only took 10 days to lay 
down but Wolverhamp¬ 
ton singer/songwriter Dan 
Whitehouse’s latest album 
has been maturing for years. 

Whitehouse, originally from 
Compton in the city, now works 
from the centre of Birmingham. 

He has spent most of the last three 
years touring and building a steady 
reputation as a stand-out musician 
who takes his music very seriously. 

“My song writing is always at the 
centre of my focus and that’s what 
I spend the most time on. It’s what 
makes me happy and is what drives 
me; keeps me in a positive mind¬ 
set. Life is not worth living without 
music.” 

His latest album, Raw State, which 
was released on Monday and is offi¬ 
cially launched at the Glee Club, Bir¬ 
mingham on Sunday, is not new in 
the conventional sense. There is only 
one fresh track but it has, according 
Whitehouse, evolved as a process of his 
touring. 

Textures 

“When we recorded the first few re¬ 
cords they were written in the studio 
and we used multi-tracking and layer¬ 
ing to add lots of textures and then I 
went and did two or three years tour¬ 
ing those songs. 

“During that time I felt the songs 
really took on a new form and evolved 
so then I felt like I had reached a point 
where I could walk into a studio and 
lay down raw versions of them. 

“I think it brings a kind of vibrancy 


and life and energy something akin 
to what you might get from the live 
show.” 

“This is an album I have carved out. 
It’s like a sculpture that has taken 
five years and this is the end result. I 
started out with a big lump of rock and 
now I am really proud of that sculp¬ 
ture, it’s kind of distorted and imper¬ 
fect but I am really proud of it.” 

So is the process ever fully finished 
for him? 

“No, I am always hungry and look¬ 
ing for the next level. There are always 
other places to go, that’s the great 
thing about music there are always 
people who inspire and there are al¬ 
ways more things to learn and more 


things to discover. I try not rest on my 
laurels because I still feel there are 
songs I want to write and still places, 
artistically, that I haven’t ventured 
into. 

Whitehouse has been touring mostly 
with New York singer, author and poet 
Simone Felice who he met through 
the Glee Club and now things seem to 
have come full circle now for him. 

“This gig at the Glee is the biggest 
capacity venue I have ever played, it 
can hold more than 400 so is very am¬ 
bitious. 

“It’s going to be a kind of Christmas 
extravaganza with special guests.” 

Raw State is out on Heantun Re¬ 
cords visit www.dan-whitehouse.com. 




“Our company is owned and run by 
local tradesmen meaning the work is 
carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as 
possible in order to keep within the 
budgets of retired, disabled 
and working families which make up 
95% of our customers” 


choice BATHROOMS 




YOUR CHOICE... FOR A BETTER BATHROOM 


THE LOCAL SPECIALIST IN BATHROOM REFURBISHMENT 

We want YOUR CHOICE to be us. 



■V 


90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 
15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 
All Rubbish Removed 


WE OFFER A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
HOME VISIT & ON THE SPOT PRICE 
WITHIN 48 HRS OFYOUR CALL 


V\IE > 
DO THE 
LOT IN 
5 DAYS, 


rqqTKi 


DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your Bath 
We will remove the Bath 
& Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong 
cubicle, & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£ 2150.001 



l 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED 
& DISABLED 
CUSTOMERS 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford, DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Open 9am - 5pm 6 days a week 
Showroom also at: Lichfield Road,Wednesfield, Wolverhampton,WV11 ITW, 01902 861908 
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Disappearance 
has become a 
murder inquiry 


DETECTIVES were this 
week continuing their 
search of a property in 
the Black Country after 
launching a murder in¬ 
quiry following the dis¬ 
appearance of a Romani¬ 
an-born woman. 

Police say 26-year-old 
Lydia Pascale is still miss¬ 
ing, however detectives 
are now treating her dis¬ 
appearance as a murder 
inquiry. A man from West 
Bromwich has appeared in 
court accused of her mur¬ 
der, while officers continue 
to question another man. 

A property in High 
Street, Wes Bromwich, 
remained sealed off this 
week as part of the investi¬ 
gation while forensic teams 
carried out searches of the 
scene. 

Matthew Cherrington, 
aged 32, was charged with 


killing Lydia Pascale on 
Sunday. Cherrington, of 
High Street, West Brom¬ 
wich, was not required to 
enter a plea during a brief 
hearing at Birmingham 
Magistrates’ Court earlier 
this week. Another hear¬ 
ing was due to place at the 
city’s crown court yester¬ 
day (Wednesday). 

Officers are continuing 
to question a 37-year-old 
man from Wolverhampton 
on suspicion of murdering 
Ms Pascale after officers 
secured an extension for 36 
more hours of questioning. 

Relatives of Ms Pascale, 
who was 26 and had been 
in the UK for around a 
year, have been informed 
of the developments. 

Contact police on 101 or 
information can be given 
anonymously on 0800 
555111. 


Council promising 'robust' 
response to horse problem 


THEY are left to fend for 
themselves on verges and 
scrubland, chained to trees 
and stakes in all weathers. 
Sometimes left to die. 

Allowing horses to graze in public 
area may seem like a victimless crime, 
but council bosses and animal welfare 
charities claim these animals are not 
only a risk to themselves and the pub¬ 
lic, but have often been abandoned by 
owners. 

The act of leaving horses to graze 
on someone else’s land is known as 
fly-grazing - and is illegal. It is an 
issue which has long plagued the 
Black Country. 

Sandwell councillor Ian Jones said 
many of the horses are owned by de¬ 
scendants of travellers living in the 
Black Country. He said: “There have 
been cases of horses frozen to the spot 
quite literally by their chain. 

“We have had fly-grazed horses 


By Robert Cox 


chocking on their chains and they 
have had to be rescued. There are 
some responsible horse owners but 
some with no sense of responsibility 
toward these animals.” 

Both Sandwell and Dudley Councils 
have been trying to tackle the prob¬ 
lem — spending thousands of pounds 
contracting bailiffs to round up hun¬ 
dreds of horses from council land. 
Since 2011, Dudley Council has spent 
£100,000 on removing them. 

Dudley environment boss Council¬ 
lor Hilary Bills said: “Since 2011 there 
have been more than 460 horses taken 
from the public highway, reducing the 
risk to pedestrians, motorists and 
horses alike, and this service is seen 
as a model system nationwide. The 
council also regularly monitors the 
numbers of horses illegally fly grazing 
on council owned land and periodi¬ 


cally takes action through a separate 
retained horse bailiff with specific tar¬ 
geted impoundment activity.” 

The most recent action in Dudley 
was taken in October when two horses 
were seized from council-owned land 
off Bryce Road, in Brierley Hill. 

The council also posts enforcement 
notices at certain locations. These 
warn anyone who may leave their 
horses on council-owned land that 
their horses may be impounded. 

It also works with organisations 
such as the RSPCA to address a range 
of issues, and other animal welfare 
charities to promote equine passport- 
ing and chipping events. 

Councillor Bills said that the prob¬ 
lem is worse in winter. She added: 
“The number of horses left in poor 
condition by irresponsible owners can 
increase in the winter months, how¬ 
ever, we adopt a robust monitoring 
regime to help address animal welfare 
concerns across the borough” 


Advertisement 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


SALE ENDS SUNDAY 4.30PM 


Suites - Beds - Mattresses - Sofas 

All reduced to a fraction of their normal price 

NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED 

UP TO £1,000 PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 

SOFAS AND CHAIRS MADE TO ORDER, ANY SIZE 

FREE HOME DELIVERY • FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED 

CHRISTMAS DELIVERY GUARANTEED 


3 Seater Sofa with 
2 Recliner Actions 

from £699 



Large Selection of Rise 
& Recliner Chairs in Both 
Fabric and Leather 

from 

£395 


DnsnilM 


8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 

Tel: 01384 295660 

Open: Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm I Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm I vis/> 


LARGE FREE 
CAR PARK 


Three Piece Suites, Chairs, Beds, Carpets, Dining and Bedroom Furniture 


Lottie up to monkey 
business at park 



Little Lottie, the latest baby Douroucouli bom at West 
Midland Safari Park, snuggles up with father Hay 

NOW that the weather has turned chilly, there’s one baby 
at West Midland Safari Park that will be staying cosy. 

Little Lottie is the newest baby Douroucouli, otherwise 
known as Night Monkey or Owl Monkey, to be born in Twi¬ 
light Cave, which is also home to free-flying fruit bats. 

Lottie is the second Douroucouli to be born at the park. 
Barney was the first, arriving in November last year. Just 
like Barney, it is quite likely that little Lottie will be seen 
on father Ilay’s back, as Douroucouli mothers generally re¬ 
linquish their role after a few weeks. 

West Midlands Safari Park spokeswoman Wendy Jack- 
son said there is still some uncertainty whether Lottie is 
male or female. She said: “It was the extraordinary pret¬ 
tiness of the baby that prompted the more feminine term, 
but it is still a case of wait and see.” 

Lottie and family can be seen in the Twilight Cave every 
weekend during the Wild Winter season up to Sunday, Feb¬ 
ruary 8 and daily until Christmas Eve. 

Coach firm are 
to spend £34m 
on British buses 


NATIONAL Express will 
spend £34 million on 171 
new British built buses in 
the West Midlands. 

It will include 58 state-of- 
the-art two tone grey and 
black Platinum vehicles. 
These will have drivers in 
suites and run on premium 
routes with new bus shel¬ 
ters carrying real time in¬ 
formation, and bus priority 
traffic arrangements. 

The bulk of the fleet will 
have a distinctive fresh liv¬ 
ery in a two tone maroon 
with cream lines. 

The investment will meet 
the pledge made by the 
Transforming Bus Partner¬ 
ship involving public trans¬ 
port co-ordinator Centro 
and National Express that 


300 new buses would be in¬ 
troduced in two years up to 
the end of 2015. 

Peter Coates, managing 
director of National Ex¬ 
press West Midlands, said: 
“These new vehicles will en¬ 
sure that hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of our customers have 
smoother, cleaner and more 
enjoyable journeys. The 
buses, which are built in the 
UK, will have more comfort¬ 
able seats, better lighting 
and crystal clear CCTV.” 

Centro boss Councillor 
John McNicholas said: “The 
vast majority of journeys 
made by public transport in 
the West Midlands are by 
bus which is why this record 
investment in new vehicles 
is to be welcomed.” 




























Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, December 4, 2014 






















































































Get your skates 
on for thrill rides 




Stourbridge is now a location of one of the UK’s 
top indoor skate parks, Heather Large reports 


A LONG-AWAITED skate 
and BMX park has opened 
in Stourbridge with hun¬ 
dreds of eager riders 
flocking through the doors 
at what could become a 
major attraction for the 
whole West Midlands. 

Unit3Sixty is a dream come 
true for firefighter Gavin Par- 
doe, a crew commander for 
West Midlands Fire Service, 
who has been working on the 
£200,000 project for more than 
15 months. 

The centre which has been cre¬ 
ated in a former industrial unit in 
Mill Race Lane offers facilities for 


BMX riding, skateboarding and 
scooter riding. It is one of the big¬ 
gest parks in the country. 

Saturday’s official opening saw 
more than 200 people visit the cen¬ 
tre, which also hosted an all-night 
event with live DJ’s playing from 
8pm until 8am. 

Positive 

Mr Pardoe said it was great to 
see his dream come to fruition and 
said feedback so far had been 
‘very positive’. 

“It’s been really encouraging,” 
said Mr Pardoe. “There is a big 


skateboarding following in Stour¬ 
bridge town and in the borough of 
Dudley too, so there has been a lot 
of support.” 

The official opening was carried 
out by Councillor Pete Lowe who 
has supported the project since the 
early stages. 

He said it was an ‘absolute 
pleasure’ to unveil the centre, add¬ 
ing: “We are all so proud of what we 
now have in Stourbridge.” 

Other activities planned within 
the 22,000 sq ft base include graf¬ 
fiti art studios, an urban dance cen¬ 
tre and DJ classes. Ten part-time 
and volunteer roles have also been 
created as part of the work. 

Ideas for the park came following 
calls for new facilities after the clo¬ 
sure of the popular Ramparts skate 
park.The scheme has been made 
possible thanks to funding from 
a number of organisations. They 
include £10,000 from council-run 
community forums and a £75,000 
loan from Charity Bank. 

Tesco, Waitrose and the Ryemar- 
ket in Stourbridge and Black Coun¬ 
try businessman Geoff Hill have 
also supported the scheme which 
won the backing of the town’s MP 
Margot James. She said: “I am ab¬ 
solutely delighted for Gavin and his 
team who, through sheer hard work 
and dedication, have built a mag¬ 
nificent new skate park.” 


BMX stunt rider Josh Cox shows our photographer a clean pair of wheels 


Gabriel Njie tests out the new skatepark at Mill Race Lane 


Pete Lowe and MP Margot James watch stunt rider Josh Cox 



A skateboarder in action at the new indoor park in Stourbridge 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 

Cars, Caravans, Household Goods etc. 

& 



ONLY AT TRADE FURNITURE! 

GET IT FOR CHRISTMAS , -t* 

EXTRA EXTRA SPECIAL CLEARANCE ' ^ 

SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM 'M 

Hundreds of Suites to choose from a Sunday v\ 
Recliners, Corners Sofas _ a 'P ay n „ 

SPECIAL TEMPTING OFFERS IZgTaSZt 


Extra Extra Special 
Deals Week Don f t Miss Out 


£19.50 

FOR 6 NIGHTS 

6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 

TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 




































Possible rise 
in fees is 
discussed 

Wollaston E TWG 

FIFTY one members plus 
two visitors attended the 
November meeting which 
began with a request from 
the chairman for a minute’s 
silence to observe the anni¬ 
versary of Armistice Day. 

The minutes of the pre¬ 
vious meeting were read, 
followed by the treasurer’s 
and sub-section reports. 
Owing to the bad weather, 
the ambling group’s walks 
had been curtailed a little, 
but they had made up for it 
by using nearby cafes for up- 
to-date chatter. 

There is a talk from the 
Federation of a suggested 
trip to Liverpool next year. 
It also appears that the Fed¬ 
eration wishes to increase 
membership fees which is 
likely to mean a change in 
the guild’s own membership 
fees. 

The likely increase was 
put to members for their 
opinions, and resulted in 
some lively and interesting 
comments. The final deci¬ 
sion will be made by the 
chairman and treasurer. 

The speaker for the 
evening was Ms J Smith 
who gave an interesting talk 
on Nova Chocolates. While 
passing around small sam¬ 
ples of different chocolate, 
she gave an insight into the 
background behind the in¬ 
troduction of this product. 

Secretary Sue Ward had 
a go at making a chocolate 
lollipop and made a good 
job of it. Competition win¬ 
ners were Peggy Homer 
and Elizabeth Grove. Raffle 
prizes went to Joan Brooks 
and Ann Powell. 

The December 9 meeting 
will incorporate the Christ¬ 
mas party. 


Flower arranging 
art demonstrated 



Janet Hough, one of the winners of a flower arrangement at the November meeting 


THE Federation Black Country Night on 
November 14 was a great success thanks to 
the organisational skills of the committee, 
who made sure everyone was served with 
the delicious faggots, mash & peas supplied 
by ‘Eatso’ of Pelsall. 

An hour of funny monologues, gossip and 
recollections including memories of a child¬ 
hood spent in Quarry Bank, by Marlene the 
Black Country wench, rounded off a very 
successful evening. 

The guild meeting on November 20 com¬ 
menced with thanks to Ann Sale and Irene 
Williams for laying a poppy wreath on be¬ 
half of the Guild at Pelsall Cenotaph on 
Remembrance Sunday. A short break for 


Pelsall ‘E’ TG 


a mince pie and drink followed before the 
introduction of the speaker for the evening, 
Doris Halifax. She gave an inspiring demon¬ 
stration in the art of flower arranging by 
performing wonders with greenery and 
a lovely selection of flowers to depict the 
Christmas story in five beautiful arrange¬ 
ments, which were later raffled. 

The meeting on Thursday, December 18 
will the traditional Christmas buffet do¬ 
nated by members, followed by a quiz and 
Christmas raffle. 


County chairman steps down 


FOLLOWING the singing 
of Jerusalem, president Jul¬ 
ie Hammersley greeted all 
members and visitors with 
a special welcome to Denise 
Morton who has recently 
stepped down after many 
years as county chairman 
for South Staffs Federation. 

The usual business was 
dealt with as well as the fi¬ 
nalising of the Christmas 


BilbrookWI 


meal at Essington Fruit 
Farm and Christmas party. 
Denise was presented with 
a card and plant from the 
members of Bilbrook WI. 

Julie introduced speaker 
Kasie Woods from Boots 
No 7. She had also brought 
her diary for anyone who 


would like to book a com¬ 
plementary facial. This was 
followed by question time 
and Julie thanked Casie for 
a very interesting afternoon. 

The December meeting 
is the Christmas party. In 
January, Patricia Boyd will 
talk on “What the Butler 
Saw” and in February, Pat- 
sie Jarman on “Advertise¬ 
ments of Bygone Times”. 



— The 


Make the 
switch 

Join 1,000s of satisfied 
customers that have... 

AND SAVE ££££’s 



Bring your prescription or book an eye test. Call and save! UNHS 


Vouchers 

Welcome 


3 Mill Street, Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 2RG - 01384 484446 
264 Castle Street, Dudley, West Midlands DY11LQ - 01384 252903 
37 Capehill, Windmill Lane, Smethwick, West Midlands B66 4RX - 0121 5581621 


JL Gan* tfy— 
Q “^JLOStR 


Guc** 



PLUS AN EXTRA 

. 

25% 

Ol 


F 


*when you 


a / f § a g 

IN TIME Airstep or jreadmore underlay on all orders 


A hard- 

-wearing 

NOW ss 9 

J" ® Available in 
OO a range 
M rT of modern 
m 2 colours. 


£ 6 ; 


UNBEATABLE 


FAMOUS 

Fill 

FITTING 


VALUE —y 

—~ style carpet in 

^ ^ 9 4 fabulous 

J shades. 


2 4 


UNBEATABLE A stylish 

\ a a | IBP chequered 

V A L U E design hard 



A stylish . J . . ~ . 

chequered • 

design hard- 

wearing Berber __ 

carpef suifable 
for any room ^ 

in the home. M 


any room " FAMOUS 

he home. FREE 

■ FITTING 


132 Wellington Road, Dudley, 

West Mids DY1 1UB Tel: 01384 259966 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-6pm / Thurs 8am-8pm, Sun 10am-4pm 



www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or call Free on 0800 344 442 


Products subject to availability. *Free fitting applies when you buy the equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. 
Stair surcharge applies. Free fitting offer does not apply to laminate wood or vinyl flooring. Stocks vary from store to store. 

■ j Find us on FACEB00K 
@unitedcarpets i j UnitedCarpetsandBeds 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, December 4, 2014 










































UB40 




20 APR 2015 



honwa 


THE FOUR SEASONS 

2 JUL2015 



lgarena.co.uk thenec.co.uk 08443388000 HU 

gentingarena.co.uk I barclaycardarena.co.uk theticketfactory.com• 



OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 




Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 345400 


u 


There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Wi 

Only £75.00 plus VA' 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £80.00 plus \hm 

A home visit at a convenient time 





For information and appointment mil ^ I 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardiapshiftjrusts 



Members of the Socij 

Goodwills 


Cl IKON in I. 


WHY NOT ORDER THE PICTURE A S M 

A "PHOTO, CANVAS PRINT , 

MUG, GLASS COASTER OR MOUSE M A 
TO T~0~~P HOTOSFORSALE■ EXPRESSANDSTAR.COM 

0 R C AL L (01902) 519 444 
(M 0 N D AY T 0 FRIDAY,9AM TO 5PM) 

Please note: Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. 
Photos available to view and order online the next working day after publication. 

Part of Express & Star Ltd MNA Media 



Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 

Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated 
aluminium rolling garage door -operated by hand held 
'keyring' handset is currently reduced from a 
RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST £699! 

INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTIING 



Price includes: 

♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Manual override for use in a power cut 
♦All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 
♦White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 
♦Full 12 month warranty ♦Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 
♦Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 



CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offer you should call 01245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 



For the best bookings call one of our helpful advisors on 


01902 319191 


Police enlist academic help 


WEST Midlands Police is turning to the ac¬ 
ademic world to come up with new ways of 
cutting crime and anti-social behaviour. 

The force has established an in-house 
Academic Research Team (ART) to cement 
relationships with regional universities but 
also extend its reach to other education cen¬ 
tres across the UK. 

The Universities of Cambridge, Birming¬ 
ham, Liverpool and Huddersfield, plus 
specialist colleges like the Jill Dando In¬ 
stitute of Crime Science, are some of those 


currently engaged on research projects for 
West Midlands Police. But the ART team is 
also looking to capitalise on studies under¬ 
taken by its own officers and staff - typi¬ 
cally those writing PhD or Masters theses 
- by adopting findings with potential to 
improve efficiency, cut crime or enhance 
public service levels. 

Inspector Richard Harris said: “There are 
112 pieces of research going on in the force, 
everything from simple surveys to long¬ 
term collaborative work with universities.” 


Store proposal 
has raised fears 
for pub's future 


A £1 MILLION plan to build a convenience store on the car park of a 
landmark Cradley Heath pub has been unveiled. 

Up to 20 jobs could be created by the business which would be built alongside 
the Haden Cross in Halesowen Road. New River Retail has submitted the pro¬ 



posals for the development to Sandwell Council. 

The planning application says it is expected that the new store would be operated by 
The Co-operative Group. 

But the scheme, which includes a car park with 13 spaces, has sparked concerns from 
councillors who fear it could 


threaten the future of the 
popular pub. 

Planning consultant 
Thomas Hallett said the 
store would be built along¬ 
side the pub. and there are 
no plans to alter the pub 
itself as part of current pro¬ 
posals. 

He said: “This full plan¬ 
ning application seeks to 
create a local food store 
incorporating an ATM ma¬ 
chine on part of the un¬ 
derused car park adjacent 
to the existing public house 
along with associated car 
parking, cycle storage, plant 
and bin storage areas. 

Demolished 

“A double garage will also 
be demolished to the rear 
of the Haden Cross public 
house to facilitate the recon¬ 
figuration of the car park.” 

Ward councillor John 
Tipper said he and fellow 
councillor Anne Shackleton 
shared concerns about the 
scheme and was contacting 
residents for their views. 

“The Haden Cross is a 
community asset so we want 
to make sure it is protected. 
There is only a limited num¬ 
ber of parking spaces at the 
Haden Cross so there are 
worries about where people 
are going to park. 

A lot of people are un¬ 
happy about it and they are 
worried it could be the final 
nail in the coffin of the pub.” 

Real reindeer 

REAL reindeer will be de¬ 
lighting visitors to Webbs 
Garden Centre at West Hag- 
ley in the run up to Christ¬ 
mas. The animals will be 
on site to meet visitors on 
weekends, starting on Sat¬ 
urday, and from December 
22 to December 24. 


Students who will be refurbishing a former residential home 

CONSTRUCTION students in Stourbridge are taking part 
in a working project to restore a former college building. 

Students on the construction and built environment 
course at Stourbridge College Advanced Technology Centre 
are helping bring a site next door to the college back to life. 

The students, based at Brierley Hill, will carry out a full 
refurbishment before the building goes on the market. 

Executive director of estates, at Birmingham Metropoli¬ 
tan College, John Starmer, said: “The White House, based 
next door to the Stourbridge College, was a former resi¬ 
dential home which has been used as offices for a number 
of years. 

“To support the students to obtain skills in a real work¬ 
ing environment we are asking that, as part of their course 
work, they undertake the internal refurbishment of the 
building in order for the us to put it on the market for 
sale, which is an excellent opportunity for them to get some 
‘live’ work experience.” 


Choir sing at town 
centre craft market 

THE sound of music will be ringing out in Dudley as part 
of festive celebrations. 

Cradley Heath youth choir, Pure Harmony, has been 
confirmed to perform at the Small Business Saturday 
Christmas market in the town centre. 

The performance will take place at 2pm on Saturday, 
when children aged between eight and 16 will perform a 
mixture of show and seasonal songs. 

The market is a one-off festive event for people who 
make items from their homes. Goods on sale will range 
from cakes and jewellery to crafts and furniture. As well 
as providing a unique shopping opportunity, other activ¬ 
ities will include street entertainment. The market will 
run from 10am to 4pm at Stone Street Square, next to the 
town’s Christmas tree. There will be free parking in Dud¬ 
ley town centre and across the borough at all council car 
parks on Saturday, also December 13 and 20. 


Inquest is 
adjourned 

THE inquest of a 22-year- 
old man from Brierley Hill 
who died in a car crash has 
been opened and adjourned. 

Mr John Ellery, coroner 
for Shropshire, Telford 
& Wrekin, said because a 
person had been charged 
in relation to the tragedy, 
the inquest would reopen 
once court proceedings had 
ended. 

Joshua Jones, of Brierley 
Hill, died in a car crash at 
Sutton Hill, Telford. The 
Vauxhall Astra he was trav¬ 
elling in was involved in a 
crash on March 15. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 



| P<\X| fsl B 5^ FURNITURE, CARPET 

—^5^ AND BED SUPERSTORE 

FINAL CLEARANCE BEFORE CHRISTMAS - QUICK DELIVERY AVAILABLE 



EVERVffllNG 


MUST GO!!! 


SALE STARTS FRIDAY 
DECEMBER 5TH 9AM 


OPENING TIMES: 

FRIDAY 10 AM- 6 PM * SATURDAY 9 AM • 6 PM 
SUNDAY 10 AM ■ 5 PM * MONDAY 9 AM - 6 PM 


MUST Full single size SAVE 40% 

nr metal bed frames, 

DE including mattress — “ “ 


£79 


MUST Tub Chairs. Brown. SA |^£ 40% 

nr Faux leather. 

sold 3 r £69 


MUST Skater tage SAVE 75% 


fabric sofa 


Ex display 


£89 


MUST Corona 3 door solid SAVE 70% 
de pine wardrobe. 

solo Ex dis p |a y £125 


MUST Full double size SA |/£ 70% 

nr luxury double sprung 

mattress - cl 9Q 

SOLD 1 only EI&V 


MUST Crazy Price Laydown £y| |^£ 75% 

nr Memory foam 

AA.n pillows 

SOLD 12 only EACH 


"■ ST KST »■*«* 
SOLD £399 


MUST Solid Oak 60in wide SA |^£ £^% 

M sideboard. 

Fantastic quality. o9QQ 
SOLD 1 only 


M “ ST SSSSS SAVE50% 

omn double size bed, pICQ 
SOLD base and mattress fc I wll 


MUST Super Kingsize SA |/£ 75 % 
nr Luxury Antique Brass 

Bedframe6ftwidex nil Q 

SOLD 6ft long 2 only Jt U 


MUST 

BE 

SOLD 


Full double SAVE60% 

size complete OM¥COU '° 
Orthopaedic beds. j J0 


MUST Fantastic 4 door SA |^£ QQ% 
nr combination 

wardrobe. 66in wide, nl 70 
SOLD Lots of storage t ■ M Zf 


£179 


MUST Full double size SAVE60% 

nr brown faux leather r 
bedframes o 

SOLD ElU 


MUST 100% Leather 3 £/||O0% 

nr seater brown leather 
“ n recliner. oOQQ 
SOLD Top top quality KwwS 


MUST The Brisbane sofas. SA VE 30% 

nr Bonded leather. 

3 seater and c^A |O thi 

SOLD 2 seater sofas t^§5f5#PAi 


MUST The Minaseta Recliner SAVE30% 

n r sofa, 3 seater 7 

DE recliner, 

SOLD 2 seater recliner 


MUST Black hi glass SA VE 70% 

nr super quality fully 

assembled oQR 
SOLD wardrobe 


£95 


MUST Round glass table SA VE 65% 

nr +2 matching 

sou oS. 


MUST Black leather SA VE 50% 

nr swivel chair and 

matching stool. o(ll "| 
SOLD 2 only. To clear 


MUST Big lots of storage SA VE 75% 

nr space Connor 
DI wardrobe. 2 only to -*■■■■ 


£99 


MUST Massive sliding SAVE50% 

M door wardrobe. 8ft 
n 3in wide x 7ft 4 in & 

SOLD tall. 1 only to clear 


MUST D “ le “ SAVE50% 

nr Pocket and Memory 
nnFn Foam Mattress and 
SUIU Basel Only Ex Display 


MUST Massive extending SAVE50% 
Oak table, seats up 7 

nmn to12 + 8 IQQ 

SUIU matching chairs 


MUST Black/Chrome bar SAVE 40% 
stools, great quality, 


6 only to clear 


£25. 


"« ST star, SAVE30% 

in Black/Red Swirl ^ A OC 


Great Value 1 Only 


£425 


MUST Large Corona solid SA VE 30% 

nr wood sideboard. _ 

DE 3 only to clear — 


£139 


MUST 2x2 Seater Hilton SA VE 40% 

nr Reversible Cushion 
n ?F n Compact Settees oVIQQ^E 
SUIU 1 Set Only Ex Displayt"l! I '/M 


MUST Complete fabric 3 £y!| |/£ QQ% 

M seater and 2 chairs. _ 

Tnn nnalitv M fl 


SOLD W £499 


MUST Full single size SAVE 50% 

nr fully sprung single 

SUIU mattress - 4 on| y |J| 


MUST Full double size top SA VE 50% 

M quality Orthopaedic 

mnttrocc i !■ 


mattress. 
SUIU 2 only 


£79 


MUST Full king size SA VE 60% 

D| top quality 
"f hyperallergenic 
SUIU dustmite resistant Jfc I ww 


MUST Assembled 1 mtr wide SA VE 50% 

M Cream/Oak Colour _ _ 

_ Sliding Wardrobe 1 Atm 
SOLD Ex Display £ I 451 


OAKFIELD HOUSE, LEVEL SALE STARTS FRIDAY 
STREET, BRIERLEY HILL DECEMBER 5TH 10 AM 

79398 FIRST COME FIRST SERVED 


01384 79398 
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[BALTP 


8ALTI 


A Nail & Beauty Studio, a Hair Studio, a 
traditional Fish & Chip Shop, a Balti 
Restaurant and a Chinese Take Away are 
just a part of the diverse range of outlets 
you will find at Charterfield Shopping 
Centre, Stallings Lane, Kingswinford. 

Situated next to Morrisons and just a few 
hundred yards from the soon to open 
Lidl store the centre is well worth a visit 
whilst you're in the area. ^ 


jJJSl 

jlvl3 on / 

Cooked fresh to order and available Sunday, Monday and Tuesday 
Evenings and includes papadum, starter, main course and sundry 


WE COVER WOMBOURNE, 
WORDSLEY, GORNAL AND DUDLEY 

01384 271071 
or 01384 404042 


PLEASE PRE-BOOK TO VALIDATE VOUCHER 
Terms and Conditions: Voucher only validwhen dining in 
Wed - Thu- Fri- Sat. Evening only Expires 13th December 2014. 
Only 1 voucher per table. Minimum 4 adults dining. 
Cannot be used with other offers 


(minimum order £10 for any 
Pizza Deal delivery) 


8 Charterfield Drive (off Stallings Lane), Kingswinford DY6 7RD 






High Definition 

Timeout Facial & Back 

LA 

Eyebrows 

Massage (taken together) 

Spray Tan 

> £18.50 

£26.00 for one hour 

All above offers expire 13 th Dec 2014 

£12.00 


Unit 9a Charterfield Shopping Centre, Stallings Lane, 

Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 7SH Tel: 01384 288999 
OPENING HOURS: Monday - Closed Tuesday 10.00am - 8.00pm Wednesday 10.00am - 8.00pm 
Thursday 10.00am - 8.00pm Friday 9.00am - 6.00pm Saturday 9.00am - 4.30pm 



Chinese and English Food to Take Away 


w^ oti 


DOUBLE HAPPY 


Telephone orders welcome 


01384 350003 


Unit 7 Charterfield Shopping Centre 
Charterfield Drive 
Kingswinford DY6 7SH 


Delivery charge (within 3 miles) £1.20 
All orders over 3 miles £2.00 


Monday-Saturday:5.00pm-10.30pm 
Sunday:Closed 




1 The Kingswinford based salon has a team of six experienced stylists, who together have 
f over 70 years of hairdressing experience between them, as well as two junior stylists. 

AWARD WINNING SALON 

Winners Of Great Lengths ‘Silver Salon 2014/15 for Outstanding Performance’ 


Finalists In NHF hairdressing Awards 2014 

• Salon of the year 

• Hairdresser of the year 

• Colourist of the year 

• Junior hairdresser of the year 


Finalists In Clynol Business & Creative Awards 

• Salon photo image of the year-Newcomer 2012 

• Salon website & Social Media Marketing of the year 2012 

• Salon Interior of the year 2006 


£10 OFFT^ OFF 

fclv VI I • rjsrisr your first visit 


| All party hair appointments during the whole of December when pre-booking 
before 6th December 2014. Valid with Adele 8 Katie. Hair Up services only 


| V talented new Salon Stylist 

we’re offering: 50% OFF any Styling Service with Courtney. Simply book your Cut J 
& Finish or Blow Dry with Courtney on any day and only pay half price. 


10 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford, 
West Midlands, DY6 7SH 

01384 402890 

salon@caprioshairstudio.com 
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Blessed start to 
seasonal music 

THE man with the biggest 
beard after Father Christ¬ 
mas, Brian Blessed, will 
be bringing his extra large 
personality and voice to 
greet the festive season at 
Birmingham. 

The popular actor will 
be giving readings at the 
Christmas Classics concert 
at the Symphony Hall on 
Saturday, December 20, at 
2pm. Bach, Mozart, Pears¬ 
all and carols will feature 
in the concert involving 
guest soprano Elizabeth 
Atherton with the City of 
Birmingham Choir and 
London Concert Orchestra. 

The Carols By Candle¬ 
light concert at the same 
venue that evening will in¬ 
clude the Mozart Festival 
Orchestra in period cos¬ 
tume and the Canzonetta 
choir. See www.thsh.co.uk 
or call 0121 345 0603. 

Rockers return to 
play this weekend 

BIRMINGHAM rock leg¬ 
ends Magnum promote 
album Escape from the 
Shadow Garden at Bil- 
ston’s Robin 2 tomorrow 
(Friday). The same venue 
hosts ex-Marillion front¬ 
man Fish on Monday and 
a Compton Hospice charity 
concert featuring Dudley’s 
former The Voice finalist 
Jenny Jones on Tuesday. 

The Human League are 
at Wolverhampton Civic 
Hall tomorrow, when 
ex-Rainbow singer Graham 
Bonnett rocks Birming¬ 
ham 02 Academy. Rock¬ 
abilly queen Imelda May 
is at Digbeth’s Institute 
on Saturday, while in an¬ 
other room Turbowolf lead 
Download Freezes Over. 


Hootenanny time comes early 
with Jools and his orchestra 


Niki has 
a Grand 
fairy role 

FORMER X Factor star 
Niki Evans is gearing up 
to appear in pantomime at 
Wolverhampton’s Grand 
Theatre for the fourth 
time. 

The singer, who reached 
the semi finals of the TV 
talent show in 2007, says 
she cannot wait to return 
to the city for the festive 
season. This year she will 
be appearing as the Fairy 
Godmother in Cinderella. 
This year she will be star¬ 
ring alongside Julian Clary 
and Joe Tracini, son of Joe 
Pasquale. 

“It has become bit of a 
Christmas tradition for 
me,” said Niki, who was 
born in Birmingham and 
now lives in Tamworth. 

“I love getting glittered 
up and into costume, see¬ 
ing how much it excites the 
kids is my favourite part.” 

Thousands of tickets 
have already been sold for 
the panto, which opens on 
Saturday and runs until 
January 18. 



Singer Niki Evans is starring in pantomime Cinderella at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 


BOOGIE woogie big band maestro Jools Hol¬ 
land has a double date with Birmingham in 
the run up to Christmas with special guests 
Marc Almond and Rumer. 

The piano man’s latest tour comes hot on the heels of 
his new album Sirens of Song (released by East West) , in 
which Jools and his Rhythm and Blues Orchestra team up 
with several leading female singers. 


The 14-track recording 
includes two regular singers 
with his band, Oldham-born 
Louise Marshall and Bir¬ 
mingham’s own Ruby 
Turner, plus on the bluesy 
Lost Mind, the velvet-voiced 
Rumer who will be joining 
Jools and co at the Sym¬ 
phony Hall on Wednesday 
and Thursday, December 17 
and 18. 

Other contributions to 
the album include one of the 
last recordings by jazz leg¬ 
end Eartha Kitt, Ain’t Mis¬ 
behavin’ from a Later show 
in 2008, and the late Amy 
Winehouse in stomping reg¬ 
gae mode with Monkey Man 
from the Hootenanny show 
in 2006. 

Highlights among newer 
recordings include Bir¬ 
mingham soul singer Laura 
Mvula’s stylish take on See 
Line Woman, Emeli Sande 
on jazz standard Love Me 
Or Leave me, Melanie C’s 
version of Stevie Wonder’s 
I Wish and a radical New 
Orleans style makeover for 
Clash song Should I Stay 
Or Should I Go by Kylie 
and Jools. Sometime mem- 



Jools Holland leads his band 


her of his band, Joss Stone, 
also contributes Letting Me 
Down,which she co-wrote 
with Jools. 

Some of these songs plus 
a lot of jazz, soul and reggae 
standards are likely to fea¬ 
ture when Jools brings his 
feel-good show to the venue. 
Tickets cost £36 plus trans¬ 
action fee. See www.thsh. 
co.uk or call 0121 345 0600. 

Meanwhile, former Soft 
Cell frontman Marc Almond 
will also be in concert in his 
own right at Birmingham 
Town Hall on April 17 as 
part of his Velvet Trail tour 
for his forthcoming album. 


Festive folk bring 
Christmas shows 

WOLVERHAMPTON’S 
Dan Whitehouse will be 
launching his new album, 
Raw State, at his Christ¬ 
mas show at the Glee Club, 
Birmingham on Sunday. 
Dan will be joined by Chris 
Tye, Harriet Harkcom and 
Duke Special. The show 
starts 8pm and tickets are 
£8 plus booking fee. 

Barnsley nightingale 
Kate Rusby is bringing her 
annual festive show to the 
Symphony Hall, Birming¬ 
ham on Thursday Decem¬ 
ber 11. The show starts 
7.30pm and tickets are £25 
plus transactions fees. 

The festivities continue 
when Maddy Prior brings 
her carols and capers show 
to Birmingham Town Hall 
on Sunday, December 14. 
The show starts at 7.30pm 
and tickets are £19.50 plus 
fees. See www.thsh.co.uk 

Cool Yule with Rat 
Pack Vegas show 

START the festivities with 
a ring-a-ding-ding time at 
the Christmas with the Rat 
Pack Live from Las Vegas 
Show this week. 

The tribute to Frank 
Sinatra, Dean Martin and 
Sammy Davis Jr starts a 
three-night (and Saturday 
matinee) run at the New 
Alexandra Theatre in Bir¬ 
mingham tonight (Thurs¬ 
day) with the Burrelli 
Sisters and Rat Pack Big 
Band. It puts a festive twist 
on the cool crooner sounds 
of the 1950s and 60s, so ex¬ 
pect Baby It’s Cold Outside 
and White Christmas. 

The theatre is also 
launching its new Ambas¬ 
sador Lounge for those 
seeking a VIP experience. 


ALAN WARWICK BUTCHERS 


1 Day Christmas Light Switch On Special 
at the Moor Centre, Brierley Hill 
This Saturday, 6th December Only 



SALE STARTS SAM SATURDAY - Once It's gone It’s gone 


Unit 19 Moor Centre, Moor Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3AH 01384 265200 
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CHOICE 



Miranda Hart 


The Jonathan Ross Show 
(ITV, 10.35pm) 

In case you’ve been oblivious 
to the adverts, posters 
and pop-up ads, Peter 
Jackson’s final part of his 
Hobbit trilogy is about to hit 
cinemas. While the source 
material may not have 
demanded such an epic 
saga, The Hobbit has 
given Martin Freeman 
one of the best roles of his 
career as Bilbo Baggins. 

This week he drops into the 
studio to discuss The Battle 
of the Five Armies, while the 
most controversial man on 
four wheels, Jeremy 
Clarkson, will no doubt be 
discussing the recent farrago 
in Argentina. Plus, 
funnywoman Miranda Hart 
and X Factor veteran Ella 
Henderson also lend their 
considerable talents to the 
proceedings. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Tom Kerridge’s Proper Pub 
Food. (R) 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 

12.10 Football Focus. 1.00 Live 
Snooker: UK Championship. Coverage of 
the first semi-final at the Barbican Centre 
in York. 4.30 Final Score. 5.25 Celebrity 
Mastermind. (R) 5.55 BBC News; 
Regional News; Weather. 

6.10 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong quizzes eight writers - 
Charlie Higson, Rachel Johnson, 
Robert Harris, Gill Hornby, Jenny 
Colgan, Benjamin Zephaniah, 
Danny Wallace and Stuart 
Maconie. 

7.00 Strictly Come Dancing. Tess Daly 
and Claudia Winkleman present 
the quarter-final of the ballroom 
battle as the remaining six pro¬ 
celebrity couples take another few 
dance steps closer to lifting the 
glitterball trophy. Len Goodman, 
Bruno Tonioli, Craig Revel 
Florwood and Darcey Bussell 
provide their opinions and scores, 
which are combined with the 
votes of the viewers to decide 
which two couples will appear in 
tomorrow night’s dreaded dance- 
off. 

8.15 Atlantis. Ariadne sets out on a 
journey forTelemon’s homeland 
of Aegina, despite Jason’s 
concerns for his queen’s safety - 
and before long the royal 
procession faces enemies at every 
turn. 

9.00 Casualty. Ash disagrees with 
Dylan on how to treat a suspected 
overdose, Zoe gets annoyed with 
Cal for flirting with her patient and 
the paramedics receive a 
mysterious hamper for Jeff. 

9.50 The National Lottery Live. Jenni 
Falconer is joined by singer 
Katherine Jenkins as she reveals 
the numbers for the Lotto and 
Thunderball draws. 

10.00BBC News; Weather. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League clashes, including 
Newcastle United v Chelsea at St 
James’ Park and Stoke City v 
Arsenal at the Britannia Stadium; 
National Lottery Update. 

11.45The Football League Show. 

Manish Bhasin presents highlights 
and all the goals from the latest 
fixtures. 

12.25 Film: AWOL: Absent Without 
Leave. (1990) 2.05 Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 2.10 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 CBBC. 11.00 The Blue Planet. (R) 
12.00 Rick Stein’s Far Eastern Odyssey. 
(R) 1.00 The Rockford Files. (R) 1.45 
Film: The Great Caruso. (1951) Musical 
biopic of opera singer Enrico Caruso, 
starring Mario Lanza. 3.30 Flog It! (R) 
4.30 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 
Further coverage of the first semi-final at 
the Barbican Centre in York. 5.30 
Restoring England’s Heritage. 

6.00 Secrets of the Castle with Ruth, 
Peter and Tom. This edition 
focuses on the surprisingly 
colourful world of medieval 
interior design, with Peter Ginn 
and Tom Pinfold rendering and 
lime-washing the inside walls of a 
guard tower, transforming its dark 
stone walls into a bright space. 
Ruth Goodman makes paint and 
decorates the castle bedchamber 
using designs based on those 
recently discovered at an 11th- 
century church nearby, and Peter 
gets to grips with the indoor 
toilets known as garderobes. (R) 
7.00 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 
Hazel Irvine presents all the action 
from the second semi-final at the 
Barbican Centre in York, where the 
first player to win six frames will 
book their place in tomorrow’s 
final. This is the second most 
prestigious ranking tournament 
on the calendar and one that has 
produced a remarkable series of 
champions in recent years, with 
the last eight events being won by 
a different player. Subsequent 
programmes subject to change. 
10.00Tomorrow’s Worlds: The 
Unearthly History of Science 
Fiction. Dominic Sandbrook 
examines sci-fi’s obsession with 
creating artificial life, looking at 
examples from Doctor Who, The 
Terminator, Blade Runner, 
Battlestar Galactica and The 
Matrix. 

11.00 Intruders. Jack discovers the 

alarming scope of the organisation 
to which he has lost Amy, Marcus 
and Madison engage in a fatal 
struggle, and Richard goes on the 
run. Last in the series. 

11.45 Film: Night and the City. (1992) A 
small-time lawyer becomes a 
boxing promoter, only to fall foul 
of gangsters who stand to lose 
money on his fighters. Thriller 
remake, starring Robert De Niro 
and Jessica Lange. 

1.25 Film: Beyond the Fire. (2009) 2.40 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 

6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 Pat & Stan. 

(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.10 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.15 Sooty. 
(R) 7.25 Mr Bean: The Animated Series. 
(R) 7.40 Text Santa: Little Helpers. (R) 
7.45 Matt Hatter Chronicles. 8.10 Text 
Santa: Little Helpers. (R) 8.15 Horrid 
Henry. 8.30 The Munch Box. 9.25 
Dinner Date. (R) 10.20 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 11.15 ITV News; Weather. 

11.25 Storage Hoarders. (R) 12.25 
Countrywise. (R) 12.55 Doc Martin. (R) 
2.00 Keep It in the Family. (R) 3.00 Film: 
Harry Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets. (2002) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! 

Comedy with Harry Hill, inspired 
by viewers’ videos, featuring 
elaborate pranks, a cat terrorising 
a postman and an accident at the 
top of the Eiffel Tower. 

7.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. I’m 
a Celebrity 2013 winner Kian 
Egan, former Olympic swimmer 
Sharron Davies, presenter Matt 
Johnson and actor Larry Lamb 
play for charity. Bradley Walsh 
hosts. Last in the series. 

8.00 The X Factor. The acts have been 
in rehearsals all week and now the 
time has come for them to show 
the voting public why they deserve 
a place in next week’s final. 

Dermot O’Leary hosts. The results 
are tomorrow at 8pm. 

9.30 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! Ant and Dec present 
highlights from the past 24 hours 
in the jungle and reveal which 
celebrity has fallen at the last 
hurdle, missing out on a place in 
the final. 

10.35The Jonathan Ross Show. The 

host is joined by Top Gear 
presenter Jeremy Clarkson, 
comedy actress Miranda Hart and 
The Hobbit star Martin Freeman, 
and former X Factor contestant 
Ella Henderson performs. 

11.40 ITV News; Weather. 

11.55 Film: Play Misty for Me. (1971) A 
DJ revives his relationship with an 
old flame, driving an obsessive fan 
mad with jealousy. Psychological 
thriller, directed by and starring 
Clint Eastwood, with Jessica 
Walter. 

1.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.45 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.05 Great Ethiopian Run. 7.00 FIM 
Superbike World Championship. 8.00 
The Morning Line. 9.00 Weekend 
Kitchen. 10.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 10.30 Frasier. (R) 10.55 
Frasier. (R) 11.25 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.55 The Simpsons. (R) 12.20 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD. (R) 1.20 
Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Sandown Park and Aintree. 4.00 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 4.30 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

5.35 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.00 Come Dine with Me. Fun-loving 
salesman Charlie Spiteri hosts the 
final festive dinner party in south¬ 
east London. A stylish offering of 
oysters and champagne on arrival 
impresses his guests, but the 
cook encounters problems with an 
ambitious three-bird roast. 
However, he hopes his snow 
machine and festive capers will be 
enough for him to take the £1,000 
prize. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Inside Rolls-Royce. A behind- 
the-scenes look at the exclusive 
and luxurious world of the 
renowned British car brand, 
following workers at the 
manufacturer’s Goodwood factory 
as they build their most expensive 
bespoke car to date, the Celestial 
Phantom, which comes complete 
with diamond-studded interior. 

The programme reveals the 
craftsmanship that goes into 
making and selling vehicles with a 
huge price tag and the lengths to 
which the team will go in the 
pursuit of perfection. (R) 

8.00 Film: Battleship. (2012) 

Premiere. A reckless slacker joins 
the Navy, hoping to win the 
respect of his girlfriend’s father, a 
stern admiral. He and his 
shipmates are put to the ultimate 
test as part of a force of vessels 
that must battle an invading fleet 
of powerful alien spaceships. Sci- 
fi adventure, starring Taylor 
Kitsch, Liam Neeson and 
Alexander Skarsgard. 

10.35 Film: From Dusk Till Dawn. 

(1996) A pair of outlaws take a 
family hostage and then lie low in 
a Mexican strip club, which turns 
out to be infested with vampires. 
Horror, starring George Clooney 
and Harvey Keitel. 

12.40 Film: The Talented Mr Ripley. 
(1999) 3.05 Hollyoaks. (R) 5.15 A Place 
in the Sun: Home or Away. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Film: Santa Jr. 
(2002) Christmas comedy, starring Nick 
Stabile. 12.15 Film: Meet the Santas. 
(2005) Fantasy comedy sequel, with 
Steve Guttenberg. 1.55 Film: Hats Off to 
Christmas! (2013) Romantic drama, 
with Haylie Duff and Antonio Cupo. 3.40 
Film: Mrs Miracle. (2009) A talented 
housekeeper helps a widowed father of 
twin boys to turn his life around and 
rediscover his love of music. Family 
drama, starring Doris Roberts and 
James Van Der Beek. 5.35 Film: Noel. 
(2004) Drama, starring Susan Sarandon. 

7.25 Britain’s Craziest Christmas 
Lights. Former Slade frontman 
Noddy Holder narrates a 
documentary following four 
households as they turn their 
homes into electric winter 
wonderlands with extensive 
displays of festive illuminations. 
For these Christmas obsessives, 
who include Dave and Carol 
Edwards, putting up the lights 
involves a head for heights, DIY 
wiring skills and an unshakable 
resolve, with some inspired by the 
bling of Blackpool while others 
aim for the ambitious scale of a 
West End show. (R) 

8.25 5 News Weekend. 

8.30 Film: Rocky Balboa. (2006) The 
ageing fighter contemplates a 
return to the ring when a computer 
simulation reveals he would have 
defeated the current world 
heavyweight champion Mason 
“The Line” Dixon, who responds 
by challenging Rocky to face him 
for real. Boxing drama sequel, 
directed by and starring Sylvester 
Stallone. 

10.30 Film: Pale Rider. (1985) A 
mysterious preacher with lethal 
gunfighting skills helps a mining 
community battle a ruthless 
landowner. Western, directed by 
and starring Clint Eastwood. 

12.40 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the presenting 
team. 3.10 Gotham. Gordon and Bullock 
investigate a deadly fight club where the 
winners are awarded a job, while Bruce 
learns a difficult lesson when he tries to 
make friends at school. (R) 4.00 House 
Doctor. Ann Maurice offers advice to a 
bachelor having trouble selling his home 
in Knutsford, Cheshire, because it is too 
masculine. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 

5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roarythe 
Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Doctor Who 8.00 Top Gear 9.00 
Sherlock 10.30 Bad Education 11.00 
Family Guy 1.30 Life Is Toff 2.00 Sweat 
the Small Stuff 2.30 Some Girls 3.00 Bad 
Education 3.30 Parents’ Evening 4.00 
Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Ice Age Giants 8.00 Sex and 
Sensibility: The Allure of Art Nouveau 
9.00 Inspector Montalbano 10.45 Billy 
Joel: The Bridge to Russia - A Matter of 
Trust 12.00 Billy Joel: Live in Leningrad 

1.20 Top of the Pops: 1979 2.00 Ice Age 
Giants 3.00 Sex and Sensibility: The 
Allure of Art Nouveau 4.00 Close 

ITV2 

12.00 The Cube: Celebrity Special 1.00 
Totally You’ve Been Framed! 2.05 Film: 
Rumor Has It (2005) 4.00 I’m a Celebrity 
Get Me Out of Here! 5.30 Film: She’s the 
Man (2006) 7.40 Film: The Scorpion 
King (2002) 9.30 The Xtra Factor 10.35 
I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here Now! 

11.35 The X Factor 1.05 The Xtra Factor 
2.00 Two and a Half Men 2.45 Kiesza: 

The Hot Desk 2.55 Teleshopping 5.55 

ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

12.50 Film: Columbo: Negative Reaction 
(1974) 2.50 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
7.00 Rosemary & Thyme 8.00 Doc 
Martin 9.00 Foyle’s War 11.00 A Touch 
of Frost 1.05 Bomb Girls 1.55 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.15 Alias Smith and Jones 12.25 The 
Professionals 1.30 Live Tennis. The 
Statoil Masters Tennis. 4.30 Cheers 5.00 
Alias Smith and Jones 6.00 Storage 
Wars 7.30 Live Tennis. The Statoil 
Masters Tennis. 10.30 Film: The Living 
Daylights (1987) 1.15 Journey to Le 
Mans 2.15 Tommy Cooper 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 12.00 
How I Met Your Mother 1.00 Melissa & 
Joey 3.00 Made in Chelsea 4.00 
Rude(ish) Tube 6.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: The Waterboy (1998) 

10.50 Rude Tube 11.55 The 
Inbetweeners 1.00 How I Met Your 
Mother 2.00 The Cleveland Show 3.15 
Franklin & Bash 3.55 Happy Endings 

4.20 My Fair Wedding 
Film4 

11.00 The Belles of St Trinian’s (1954) 

I. 00 The Hunt for Red October (1990) 
3.45 The King and I (1956) 6.25 The Way 
Back (2010) 9.00 Solomon Kane (2010) 

II. 05 Heat (1995) 2.20 Shutter (2008) 
4.00 Close 



USE YOUR LOFT! 


Bison 4 


Over 5,000 installations to date! 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 

DIB 


Packages start from as little as 

£ 15.00 

for 3 nights in print & online... 


theloft M-itairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 


wexpressanasiar^com/DooKanadl 


or call us on 01902 317878 


THE TALBOT HOTEL 

STOURBRIDGE 

NEW YEAR ^ 

Two Night Package from only £75 per person 

30th and 31st December or 31st December and 1st January 
Traditional coaching inns offer total comfort,delicious food and 
drink and even entertainment, so you can start 2015 with a swing. 
Includes • Two night's accommodation in a twin or double room, 
including full English breakfast 

• Buffet (please contact hotel for what we have on offer) 

• Entertainment on New Years Eve • Glass of Champagne 


EXTEND YOUR STAY 

FOR JUST £60 PER ROOM 


Visiting friendss or relatives? Add an extra night for just 
£60 per room, bed and breakfast 
Available from 23rd December to 6th January. Does not include 24th, 26th and 31st December 


High Street, Stourbridge, DY8 1DW 
E:info@thetalbot-hotel.co.uk I www.thetalbot-hotel.co.uk 


Book your 
adverts online 
in your own time 
and watch the 
cash roll in! 





Our weekly full colour supplement contains hundreds 
of the latest homes to buy and let across the region. Get 

your copy every Wednesday from your newsagent. If you are 
an estate agent and you want to reach our 203,000* regular 
readers contact one of our sales representatives. 

‘SOURCE: JICREG 01.04.2014 


TO ADVERTISE IN PROPE RTY R 
call O UR EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM 
I ON 01902 515151 OR EMAIL 

PROPERTY@EXPRESSANDSTAR . CO . U iy]l 


fProperty 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 
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CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! 

(ITV, 9pm) 

Back in 2002, the powers that be 
at ITV first discussed the 
seemingly absurd idea of taking 
a handful of headline-grabbing 
celebrities, cutting off their home 
comforts and throwing them in to 
the middle of a beastie-inhabited 
Australian jungle. ’It’ll never work’ 
cried a groaning public. But 12 
years, and 14 series, down the 
line, and we’re just about ready 
to crown our new jungle winner. 
This time last year, we were 
having trouble making the call 
between singer Kian Egan and 
fashion designer David 
Emmanuel after an eventful few 
weeks watching the holed-up 
celebs. This time around, we’ve 
seen tears and tantrums, 
expletives-filled bush trucker 
trials and too many naff jokes to 
count from Ant and Dec (we love 
them really). 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 

(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 

Fern Britton Meets Nicholas Parsons. 

11.00 Sunday Politics. 12.15 M0TD2 

Extra. With Mark Chapman and the 

Match of the Day team. 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.45 FA 

Cup Final Score. 4.20 Songs of Praise. 

4.55 Christmas Supermarket Secrets. 

(R) 5.55 BBC News; Regional News. 

6.20 Countryfile. The team reports 
from East Sussex, where Helen 
Skelton discovers the secrets of 
the mysterious shepherd’s stones 
and goes on a fossil hunt with 
local schoolchildren, finding the 
footprints of what’s believed to be 
a dinosaur. John Craven takes a 
stroll round the grounds of 
Batemans, a country house where 
writer Rudyard Kipling sought 
solace and peace, and new 
presenter Joe Crowley joins a 
team from the Sussex Wildlife 
Ambulance service as they are 
called out to a stag in distress. 
Adam Henson explores how 
science is being used to detect 
animal diseases early and Tom 
Heap finds out about the return of 
the British beaver in Devon. 

7.20 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman reveal which couples 
are guaranteed a place in the 
semi-final and which two have to 
face each other in the dance-off. 
OneRepublic provide the music. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. The team 
visits Waltham Forest Town Hall in 
east London, where items include 
a Rolex with a connection to 
Britain’s Special Forces and the 
world’s oldest hot cross bun. 

9.00 Remember Me. Dl Fairholme 
joins Hannah to search for Tom, 
finding him at a caravan park - but 
he still refuses to be drawn on the 
significance of the song 
Scarborough Fair. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the latest 
Premier League action. 

11 .35 The Apprentice. The entrepreneurs 
are challenged to find and buy nine 
items-all of which have featured in 
tasks throughout the history of the 
show-at the best possible prices. 
(R) 

12.35 Film: Racing for Time. (2008) 

2.00 Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.05 

BBC News. 


6.15 Great British Garden Revival. (R) 

7.15 Countryfile. (R) 8.15 Glorious 
Gardens from Above. (R) 9.00 The 
Football League Show. (R) 9.40 50 
Golden Years of Sport on BBC Two. (R) 
10.40 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

12.10 The Ato Z of TV Cooking. (R) 

12.55 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 
The opening session of the final at the 
Barbican Centre in York. 

6.00 MOTD: FA Cup Highlights. 

Manish Bhasin presents action 
from the latest second-round 
matches, as the non-league sides 
aimed to make a name for 
themselves and book a place in 
the third round, and a potential tie 
against a Premier League club. 
Fixtures included Gateshead v 
Warrington Town, Bradford City v 
Dartford and Scunthorpe United v 
Worcester City. 

7.00 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 

Hazel Irvine introduces coverage 
of the second session of the final 
at the Barbican Centre in York, 
where the first player to reach 10 
frames will be crowned champion. 
Mark Selby led Neil Robertson 
heading into the concluding 
session of last year’s final, but the 
Jester from Leicester had no 
answer to his Australian 
opponent, who recorded another 
two century breaks on his way to 
winning the tournament for the 
first time. The commentary team 
features Dennis Taylor, Ken 
Doherty, Steve Davis, John Virgo, 
John Parrott and Stephen Hendry. 
11.00 Russell Howard’s Good News. 
The comedian offers his 
perspective on stories dominating 
the media, whether on television, 
online or in print, and he is joined 
by a guest with an amazing tale to 
tell. (R) 

11.30 Film: The British Guide to 
Showing Off. (2011) Premiere. 
Part-animated documentary about 
Andrew Logan’s Alternative Miss 
World show, celebrating some of 
the most memorable contestants 
featured over the 40 years of the 
event. 

1.05 Sign Zone: Countryfile. John 
Craven uncovers one of Lancashire’s 
hidden jewels. (R) 2.00 Holby City. Jesse 
faces up to the consequences of his 
womanising ways, Zosia grapples with a 
patient harbouring a secret and the 
Holby board tries to impose fierce cost¬ 
cutting measures. (R) 3.00 This Is BBC 
Two. Preview of upcoming programmes 
from BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 

6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 Pat & Stan. 

(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.10 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.15 Sooty. 
(R) 7.25 Mr Bean: The Animated Series. 
(R) 7.40 Text Santa: Little Helpers. (R) 

7.45 Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.10 Text 
Santa: Little Helpers. (R) 8.15 Horrid 
Henry. 8.30 Big Time Rush. 9.00 The 
Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 9.25 
Dickinson’s Real Deal. (R) 10.25 Murder, 
She Wrote. (R) 11.25 ITV News; 

Weather. 11.35 Film: Batteries Not 
Included. (1987) 1.30 All Star Family 
Fortunes. (R) 2.30 The X Factor. (R) 

4.00 Film: Apollo 13. (1995) Fact-based 
drama, starring Tom Hanks. 

6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Coronation Street. Hour-long 
episode. A desperate Kylie sets off 
to find Callum after running out of 
drugs, while Eva agrees to take a 
worried David to his wife’s old 
haunt the Dog & Gun. Kal is 
furious that Tony is exploiting 
Zeedan when he should be with 
his family, Luke comes to the 
rescue after Maria accidentally 
stabs herself in the eye with a 
mascara wand, and Tim worries 
he’s going to have to pull out of 
the school auction as his reading 
just isn’t up to it. Katy confides in 
Alya that she reckons Gary and 
Izzy are getting back together, and 
Owen unwittingly lets slip to Diane 
that Kevin gave her sofa to Sally. 
8.00 The X Factor Results. The 

remaining contestants wait with 
bated breath as Dermot O’Leary 
reveals who is safe and which acts 
will be battling it out in the sing-off 
for a place in next week’s final. 
9.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! It’s the final to what has 
been an eventful three weeks in 
the Australian jungle, full of 
terrifying trials, sleepless nights 
and stomach-churning meals, and 
the celebrities who have gone all 
the way will now be looking 
forward to catching a plane home. 
Last in the series. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: I Now Pronounce You 
Chuck & Larry. (2007) Comedy, 
with Adam Sandler. 

12.50 The Store. 2.35 Motorsport UK. 
(R) 3.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. 

(R) 4.10 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.10 NFL: The American Football Show. 
(R) 7.05 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 

7.30 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.55 
Frasier. (R) 8.30 Small Animal Hospital. 
9.00 Jamie’s Comfort Food. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 1.00 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 1.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.55 
The Simpsons. (R) 2.25 The Simpsons. 
(R) 2.50 Film: Stardust. (2007) Fantasy 
adventure, starring Charlie Cox and 
Claire Danes. 5.25 Film: Home Alone 2: 
Lost in New York. (1992) Comedy 
sequel, starring Macaulay Culkin. 

7.45 Channel 4 News. 

8.00 The Billion Pound Base: 

Dismantling Camp Bastion. For 
eight years, Britain’s biggest 
overseas base since the Second 
World War has been the 
powerhouse of UK and US military 
operations in Afghanistan, and 
now Camp Bastion has closed 
down for good. A town the size of 
Reading with a massive 
infrastructure, including an 
airport, hospital and fast-food 
restaurants, has been dismantled 
bolt by bolt - a huge project that 
faced a constant threat from the 
Taliban as defences and 
manpower depleted daily. This 
documentary follows the men and 
women assigned to the task. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie is forced to 
improvise to salvage her mission, 
while the CIA swiftly closes in on a 
leak. Claire Danes, Rupert Friend 
and Mandy Patinkin star in the 
American thriller. 

10.00 Film: Sinister. (2012) Premiere. A 
writer researching a horrific 
incident that took place in his 
house years previously uncovers a 
supernatural threat. Horror, 
starring Ethan Hawke. 

12.05 Alan Carr: Chatty Man. The host is 
joined by entertainer Bruce Forsyth, 
comedian Lee Evans and singer- 
songwriter George Ezra, who performs 
his latest single Listen to the Man. (R) 

1.00 American Football Live. San Diego 
Chargers v New England Patriots (Kick¬ 
off 1.30am). Coverage of the week 14 
clash from Qualcomm Stadium, where 
the AFC West and AFC East teams face 
each other. 4.45 NFL: Rush Zone. 
Animation about a young American 
football fan who must protect shards of 
a power source called The Core, which is 
hidden in various NFL stadiums. 5.10 
Win It Cook It. (R) 5.35 Countdown. 
Alistair McGowan joins Nick Hewer and 
Rachel Riley for the words-and-numbers 
game. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina: The Next Steps. (R) 6.30 Pip 
Ahoy! (R) 6.40 The Mr Men Show. (R) 

6.55 Chloe’s Closet. (R) 7.05 Bananas in 
Pyjamas. (R) 7.20 Make Way for Noddy. 
(R) 7.30 Paw Patrol. 7.45 Little 
Princess. (R) 7.55 The Adventures of 
Bottle Top Bill and His Best Friend Corky. 
(R) 8.10 Wanda and the Alien. 8.20 Zack 
and Quack. 8.35 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.55 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.10 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 9.45 
Access. (R) 9.50 Police Interceptors. (R) 

10.45 Police Interceptors. (R) 11.40 
Police Interceptors. (R) 12.40 Film: Dear 
Santa. (2011) Romantic comedy, 
starring Amy Acker and David Haydn- 
Jones. 2.30 Film: Santa Who? (2000) 
Family comedy, starring Leslie Nielsen. 
4.20 Film: Ice Age: The Meltdown. 
(2006) Animated adventure sequel, with 
the voice of Ray Romano. 

6.00 5 News Weekend. 

6.05 Film: Where Eagles Dare. (1969) 
An American general is held 
captive by the Nazis in a heavily 
defended fortress in the Alps. A 
crack team of British soldiers and 
an American lieutenant are 
dispatched to free him, but they 
soon realise there is a traitor in 
their ranks. Second World War 
adventure, starring Richard 
Burton, Clint Eastwood, Patrick 
Wymark, Michael Hordern and 
Mary Ure. 

9.00 Film: Enemies Closer. (2013) 
Premiere. A forest ranger working 
on the border between the US and 
Canada has an encounter with an 
old enemy who has sworn revenge 
on him. However, the former foes 
are forced to work together to 
survive an encounter with a drug 
cartel’s agents, who are searching 
for a missing shipment. Action 
adventure, starring Jean-Claude 
Van Damme, Tom Everett Scott 
and Orlando Jones. 

10.45 Film: The Shepherd. (2008) A 
border patrol agent sets out to 
stop military veterans trying to 
smuggle heroin out of Mexico into 
the US. Action thriller, starring 
Jean-Claude Van Damme and 
Scott Adkins. 

12.35 Campus PD. (R) 1.05 
SuperCasino. Live interactive gaming. 

3.10 The Gadget Show. Union J check 
out devices that could enhance festive 
celebrations. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 

4.25 Make It Big. (R) 5.15 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roarvthe Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Top Gear 8.00 Doctor Who: The 
Ultimate Guide 10.00 Family Guy 10.45 
American Dad! 11.30 Some Girls 12.00 
Sweat the Small Stuff 12.30 Life Is Toff 

I. 00 Edinburgh Comedy Fest Live 2012 
2.00 Extreme Beauty Queens: Secrets of 
South America 3.00 Some Girls 

BBC Four 

7.00 The Great War 7.40 Britain’s Wild 
Places 8.00 The Day of the Triffids 9.00 
Imagine - Rod Stewart: Can’t Stop Me 
Now 10.25 Foo Fighters: Sonic Highways 

12.25 The Story of Funk: One Nation 
Under a Groove 1.25 The Genius of Funk 

2.25 Imagine - Rod Stewart: Can’t Stop 
Me Now 3.50 Close 

ITV2 

II. 30 The X Factor 1.00 The Xtra Factor 
2.05 Blue: The Hot Desk 2.15 You’ve Been 
Framed at Christmas 3.15 Ant & Dec’s 
Christmas Show 4.30 I’m a Celebrity Get 
Me Out of Here! 5.40 Film: The Mummy 
(1999) 8.00 Scorpion 9.00 The Xtra Factor 
10.00 You’ve Been Framed! 10.30 I’m a 
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here Now! 11.35 
Film: American Pie Presents Band Camp 
(2005) 1.20 Two and a Half Men 2.10 The 
Vampire Diaries 2.55 Teleshopping 5.55 
ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.30 A Touch of Frost 1.35 Rosemary & 
Thyme 2.35 Agatha Christie’s Marple 

4.40 Film: Columbo: Troubled Waters 
(1975) 6.45 Inspector Morse 9.00 Lewis 
11.00 Cracker 1.10 William and Mary 
2.05 Judge Judy 3.10 ITV3 Nightscreen 

3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

11.45 Live Tennis. The Statoil Masters 
Tennis. 2.30 Cheers 3.00 Alias Smith and 
Jones 4.05 Film: Paths of Glory (1957) 6.00 
Live Tennis. The Mylan World Team Tennis 
Smash Hits. 9.00 Film: The Specialist 
(1994) 11.15 Film: Rambo III (1988) 1.20 
River Monsters 2.30 Nitro Circus 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 Made in Chelsea 1.35 Melissa & 
Joey 2.00 Film: First Daughter (2004) 

4.15 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 4.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 8.00 Film: Step Up 2: The 
Streets (2008) 10.00 The Inbetweeners 

11.10 Bad Robots 11.40 How I Met Your 
Mother 12.40 Rules of Engagement 1.40 
Paternity Court 2.35 My Fair Wedding 
Film4 

11.00 Merrill’s Marauders (1962) 1.00 Rat 
Race (2001) 3.10 Passport to Pimlico 
(1949) 4.55 The Nativity Story (2006) 

6.55 Big (1988) 9.00 This Means War 
(2012) 10.55 Under Siege 2: Dark Territory 
(1995) 1.00 No (2012) 3.25 Close 


You’re invited to 





Saturday 6th & Sunday 7th Dece^Se*,., 

A fun festive event v 

for the entire family 


FREE#> 

HOT CHOCOLATE 
WHEN CHOOSING 

YOUR TREE 


EXPERT ADVICE 

on choosing and caring for 

YOUR PERFECT TREE 

iiiiiiiiiiii 


AMAZING 

SELECTION #F 

trees, lights and decorations 


GUARANTEED* 

to look great ‘til jO 

CHRISTMASES 


Trees hand-pruned up to - SO -times for the perfect shape 


/■* 


Have fun picking your real tree at your local Wyevale Garden Centre. 
Find us at: Barnett Hill and nationwide 

(Formerly Garden &? Leisure) 

Find out more at wyevalegardencentres.co.uk 


> Christmas Ji ves ^ Wyevale 


, 

j t 


garden 

centres 


* Conditions apply. Please see online for details. 
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FILM CHOICES 


PICK OF THE WEEK 


MONDAY 

Mistletoe Over Manhattan, Channel 5,3.30pm 

Santa Claus’s wife goes to New York to perform a 
Christmas miracle and give her husband fresh 
inspiration. She befriends a cop who is in the middle of 
a divorce and offers to become a nanny to his children. 
She then discovers he still loves his wife, and tries to 
find a way to bring them back together. Seasonal 
fantasy, starring Tricia Heifer and Greg Bryk. (2011) 

TUESDAY 

The Lookout, BBC1,11.50pm 

A teenager’s promising future is cut short when a car 
crash leaves him with brain damage that affects his 
memory. Taking a job as a janitor at a bank, he falls 
under the influence of crooks led by a former school 
friend. However, as he becomes aware of their plan to 
pull off a robbery, he makes a desperate attempt to stop 
them. Drama, with Joseph Gordon-Levitt. (2007) 

WEDNESDAY 

Rabbit Hole, BBC1,11.35pm 

A couple’s happy lives are thrown into upheaval by the 
death of their son in a road accident. As they try to keep 
their marriage from falling apart, the wife forms a 
friendship with the driver responsible for the tragedy 
while the husband immerses himself in the past and 
turns to another bereaved parent for support. Drama, 
with Nicole Kidman and Aaron Eckhart. (2010) 


THURSDAY 

It’s Christmas, Carol!, Channel 5,3.30pm 

A heartless publishing executive is hated by her staff, 
who are secretly plotting against her. At Christmas, she 
receives a visit from the ghost of her former boss, who 
takes her on a journey through her past, present and 
future to show her where her life went wrong and how 
she can put things right. Fantasy, starring Emmanuelle 
Vaugier and Carrie Fisher. (2012) 

FRIDAY 

Dead Poets Society, BBC2,11.35pm 

A charismatic English teacher at a New England prep 
school in the 1950s raises eyebrows among his 
strait-laced colleagues by encouraging the students to 
live life beyond their expectations. Unfortunately, the 
boys find their families and the rest of the teaching staff 
are not so understanding about their desire to follow 
their dreams. Drama, starring Robin Williams. (1989) 


Stars prove Variety is 


the spice of life 


BEST OF THE BEST 


MONDAY 

Jamie’s Cracking Christmas 
Channel 4,8pm 

Jamie Oliver whips up a selection of festive, easily 
prepared dishes in his own kitchen, showing 
viewers how to impress friends and family with a 
menu full of delicious treats. Recipes for some of 
the chef’s personal favourites, including beef 
Wellington, roast goose with all the trimmings, 
cocktails, steamed goose buns, and chocolate and 
marmalade panettone bread-and-butter tart, are 
certain to help keen cooks raise their Christmas 
spread to the next level. 

TUESDAY 

Kirstie’s Handmade Christmas 
Channel 4,8pm 

Is there anything Kirstie Allsopp can’t do? After all, 
this is the woman who will not only find you a 
house with plenty of period features, she could 
also give you a few pointers on how to make a 
stocking to hang over that vintage fireplace. In this 
seasonal special, she’s even got her own little 
grotto (no doubt guaranteed to increase in value) in 
the very desirable location of Blenheim Palace’s 
magical Christmas fair, where she’s joined by top 
crafters from across the UK to show us how to add 
the personal touch to this year’s celebrations. 
Kirstie will be immersing herself in some of the 


awards will be presented - British Artist of the Year, 
International Artist of the Year and Song of the Year 
- and while the first two are chosen by a panel of 
music journalists, the last one is voted for by 
members of the public. Also being broadcast on 
Radio 1 and Radio 2. 

FRIDAY 

A Night in with Oily Murs 
I TV, 9pm 

Five years ago, we had no idea who Oily Murs was. 
He’d just returned to the UK after backpacking in 
Australia, and was about to audition for The X 
Factor for the third time - his first two attempts 
came to nothing. But it was a case of third time 
lucky, because Oily was suddenly in the limelight, 
and was the eventual runner-up to Joe McElderry. 
Since then, his laidback charm has won him an 
army of fans, and he recently released a new 
album entitled Never Been Better. Oily’s success 
has also led to him being a one-off musical 
extravaganza, which features performances of his 
best-known hits, including Dear Darlinj Heart Skips 
a Beat and his latest single, Wrapped Up, as well 
as a few surprises moments involving his celebrity 
friends. “I am so excited about doing my first TV 
special,” says Oily. ‘The show will be great fun, 
packed with off the wall comic segments, surprises 
and, of course, music.” 


I f you were around on 

November 12, 53 years ago, 
you may recall the line-up of 
the Royal Variety Performance. 

Bruce Forsyth took to the stage 
at the Prince of Wales Theatre, 
and introduced the likes of Lionel 
Blair, Morecambe and Wise, and a 
fresh-faced young woman from 
Tiger Bay who became a music 
legend. 

Shirley Bassey made her debut 
at the prestigious show, only the 
second to be televised at that 
point.Of course it wouldn’t be 
the last time she would wow the 
masses at the RVP. Four years 
later she was at the London 
Palladium for another of seven 
Royal Variety Performance 
appearances. 

In 1971, she and Bruce 
returned; then Shirley was back 
again in 1976, the same year 
comedian-in-waiting Michael 
McIntyre was born. 

After an 11-year break, the 
diamante diva returned in 1987, 
by which time Ellie Goulding and 
every member of McBusted had 
made their own debut in the world. 


By 1994, Jack Whitehall, Demi 
Lovato and Ed Sheeran had 
tottered onto the stage of life, 
and Ms Bassey’s services were 
requested again, as they were in 
2000 (at the Dominion Theatre). 

In 2005, she was on home turf 
at Cardiff’s Millennium Centre, 
and now Shirley is back at the 
Palladium for one of the biggest 
events in the showbiz calendar. 
“My very first performance on The 
Royal Variety Performance was in 
1961, and with each show it just 
gets better and better,” she 
explains. “I’m excited and 
honoured to be a part of this 
year’s show and to share the 
stage with such great talent.” 

The aforementioned Mr Mclntrye 
is our host, and the line-up is the 
starriest since Bob Geldof got 
out his address book ahead of 
re-recording the Band Aid single. 

Aside from Sheeran; Goulding; 
Lovato; Bette Midler; Simply Red; 
Alfie Boe; Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo’s Inala and Collabro, 
there’s comedy from Whitehall; 
Trevor Noah; Russell Kane; Sarah 
Millican and Rod Woodward. 


Plus, the casts of Miss Saigon 
and hit cabaret La Soiree are also 
taking to the stage to entertain the 
crowd. 

Mclntrye is thrilled to be fronting 
the show again: “When The 
Queen FaceTimed me and asked 
me to host the Royal Variety 
Performance again I was utterly 
thrilled, especially when she 
told me it was to be in the 
presence of the Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge, whose 
presence I have never been in 
before. “I plan on wearing the 
dress Catherine wore at the St 
Andrew’s University fashion show 
to guarantee I hold Prince 
William’s attention throughout.” 

Bette Midler is also thrilled to be 
taking part: ‘As a little girl growing 
up with dreams of being a singer, 

I never imagined I would one day 
perform for members of the Royal 
Family,” she enthuses. “It’s quite 
an honour to take the stage before 
such a distinguished audience, and 
it’s a privilege to be included in a 
long list of talented artists who have 
been a part of The Royal Variety 
Performance for over a century.” 


Shirley Bassey features, The Royal Variety Performance 2014, Monday, 
I TV, 7.30pm 


workshops available at the fair, but she’ll also be 
looking a little further afield for her inspiration as 
she heads to Norway to learn more about the 
customs that make up a Scandinavian Christmas, 
and incorporate them into her own crafty ideas. 

WEDNESDAY 

The Lost Honour of Christopher Jefferies 
I TV, 9pm 

Some actors burst onto the showbiz scene with all 
guns blazing and become overnight stars, 
burning brightly in the consciousness for 
decades. Then there are the character actors 
who beaver away, delivering terrific turns year 
after year, eventually making the masses realise 
that they are national treasures. Jason 
Watkins has fallen into the latter camp 
for some time now. Now the much-in¬ 
demand thespian takes on one of the 
most demanding roles of his career, as 
Christopher Jefferies, the man caught 
up in the 2010 disappearance of 
Joanna Yeates in Bristol. A retired 
teacher, Jefferies’ life was turned on its 
head when his tenant Joanna 
disappeared without a trace just before 
Christmas, but as the investigation 
gathered pace, he found 
himself at the forefront of it - 


as the police’s prime suspect. Ben Caplan, Shaun 
Parkes and Peter Polycarpou star alongside 
Watkins in what’s bound to be hard-hitting viewing. 

THURSDAY 
BBC Music Awards 
BBC1, 8pm 

Chris Evans and Fearne Cotton host the 
inaugural BBC Music Awards, broadcast 
live across BBC One, Radio 1 and 
Radio 2 from London’s Earls Court. An 
fc array of British and international 
A A singers and bands come together to 
celebrate the past year in music, and 
there could be a few surprising 

collaborations. Performers 
confirmed so far include Ed 
Sheeran, Paloma Faith, 
Take That, Coldplay, 
George Ezra, Labrinth, 
Ella Henderson, Calvin 
Harris and 
pop-classical fusion 
quartet Clean Bandit - 
and not forgetting a 
certain boy band going 
by the name of One 

Direction. During 
the evening, three 


Dead Poets Society, Friday, BBC2,11.35pm 
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BOOK YOUR CHRISTMAS 
PARTIES NOW! 

- (minimum of 8 persons) 


TRADITIONAL (SLnJLKUSTMAS W 
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LIMITED SPACE REMAINING FOR CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH 

Adults: £28.95 Child: £11.95 
Indian Menu Adults: £28.95 Child: £11.95 


- 


5 Course Dinner on 
Christmas Day 


We are now taking bookings for Christmas Day Lunch 
from 12.00pm till 3.00pm 

20% Deposit per person required, advanced bookings only 
Book early to avoid disappointment! 


Call: 01384 353800 
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YOU 


Function Room 
Available for 
up to 70 people! 

Advanced Bookings Required 


PARTY 


We are open on Boxing Day, 
Special Dish of the Day £12.95 


NOW! 


ail: info@baltibazaar.net 


Tel: 01384 353800 












































Double Crossword 


Sudoku 


BRAIN GYM No.302 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


o 

2 

Q 

3 

c 

Y 

5 

G 

6 

T 

7 

K 

8 

X 

9 

10 

F 

ii 

Z 

12 

u 

13 

P 

14 

s 

15 

A 

16 

V 

17 

H 

18 

B 

19 

M 

20 

R 

21 

D 

22 

N 

23 

L 

24 

w 

25 

J 

26 

E 


i 

14 

o 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

N 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6. Most important 
community should 
provide some inter¬ 
est (7) 

7. See 3 Down. 

9. What the leaders 
of amateur college 
theatres do (3) 

10. Side-blow (5-4) 

12. Foremen accuse 
the deck-labourers 
(6-5) 

15. Does it give an im¬ 
age of the French 
horse? (6-5) 

17. This may vary ac¬ 
cording to the wave 
formation (4,5) 
19&20Dn. Impose 
a ban in favour of 
bridge call? (6) 

21 . See 22 Across. 

22 & 21 Ac. Search in 
boat for leguminous 
food (7,5) 


Down 

1 &14Dn. Deceptive 
expressions be¬ 
come slogans (5-7) 

2&18Dn. Primitive 
material for covering 
the bare facts! (3-4) 

3 & 7Ac. Passable 
investment is the 
result of equitable 
distribution (4,5) 

4. Give reasons for 
theatrical legal 
proceedings? (4,5) 

5. A dangerous missile 
when it gets out of 
hand (7) 

8. A dandy also (2,4) 

11. Vocalise about the 
French winter, feel¬ 
ing the cold (9) 

13. Show some con¬ 
nection about a 
confused tale (6) 

14. See 1 Down 

16. He gives the Span¬ 
iard an alternative 
(5) 

18. See 2 Down. 

20. See 19 Across. 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

6. Continue (7) 

7. Cold dish (5) 

9. Charge (3) 

10. Instruct (9) 

12. Dogged (11) 

15. Apathetic (11) 

17. Designer (9) 

19. Attempt (3) 

21. Young bullock (5) 

22. Punishment (7) 


Down 

1. Command (5) 

2. Perform (3) 

3. Eager (4) 

4. Assembly (9) 

5. Display (7) 

8. Argent (6) 

11. Charmed (9) 

13. Protection (6) 

14. Falsehood (7) 
16. Angry (5) 

18. Gang (4) 

20. Uncooked (3) 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 No time to spare; 8 Hard¬ 
ship; 9 Oxen; 10 Divest; 12 Spruce; 14 Indoor; 

16 Repeal; 18 Etna; 20 Achilles; 22 Reign of 
terror. Down: 1 Donation; 2 Riddle; 3 Mesh; 4 
Composer; 5 Uproar; 6 Tree; 11 Toreador; 13 
Chaperon; 15 Orange; 17 Paltry; 19 Then; 21 
Hath. 

QUICK - Across: 7 Expeditiously; 8 Sediment; 

9 Tank; 10 Pile-up; 12 Thrash; 14 Brawny; 16 
Resume; 18 Grab; 20 Inherent; 22 Foolhardi¬ 
ness. Down: 1 Exterior; 2 Desire; 3 Dire; 4 Dicta¬ 
tor; 5 Muster; 6 Plan; 11 Physical; 13 Sameness; 
15 Wobble; 17 Strong; 19 Room; 21 Hide. 


Quiz 



What is the orbital period of Halleyfs 
Comet? 

What do the letters PS stand for? 
Which football team plays at Goodison 
Park? 

Who wrote The Naked Lunch? 

Which actress starred in The Good Life 
and Rosemary & Thyme? 


6. Who wrote the play The Doll’s House in 
1879? 

7. In which country is Montego Bay? 

8. Which former Chancellor of the 
Exchequer’s middle name is Winston? 

9. King Juan Carlos’s wife is the daughter 
of which country’s former king? 

10. Of which county is Rutland now a part? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz:1 Judy Garland and Vincente Minnelli; 
2 Genoa; 3 Carbon; 4 Bluebird; 5 Arctic; 6 
Nautilus; 7 Stanley Matthews; 8 Trombone; 
9 Finches; 10 Henry Irving. 

Niner: PARBOILED 


Niner 




Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


36821 gives a flower, 

8289 gives another flower, 

7854 gives a fruit. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 





Explore your world with 

star ★extraTRAVEL 

See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air and 
Eurostar, plus holidays further afield. 

Brought to you by the 

Express & Star 
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(i)inoesu BOSCH 0 SILMLN 


(D/npesir 




900 wide 
Dual Fuel 
Twin Oven 


1200 Auto 
Fast Wash 


1600 Spin 
8 Kilo 
Fast Wash 


exclusive 


Full Selection of 
Gas ‘n’ Electric Fires 

60 TO CHOOSE 
FROM 


BOSCH m 


American 
Style 
Frost Free 
Ex. Demo 


900 wide 
All gas 


Built-in 
Ceramic Hobs 


60cm 
Ceramic 
Double Oven 


Built-in 

Double 

Ovens 


new wc 


JZeady 
# far m 
Christmas! 


Castle Street Dudley DY1 1 LA 01384 234620 Open Mon-Sat 9.00 - 5.00 
Kingswinford Centre DY6 9JL 01384 271812 Open Mon-Sat 9.00 - 5.00 
Macrome Road Claregate WV6 9HD 01902 752764 ^ 

Salop Street Wolverhampton Centre WV3 0RX 01902 429060 

www.capitalappliances.co.uk £ 
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(Administration/application fees wi n apply) M a j„ off j ce; Select House 120 High Street, Aitiblecote DY8 4DA 
60a Manor Park, Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 8AG 
www.selectsalesandlettings.com 


PROPERTY 


A superbly appointed 
detached residence 



A SUPERBLY appointed de¬ 
tached residence in Bellen- 
croft Gardens, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, is on the fringe of the 
city. 

It is for sale through Rees Page 
at £219,950. It has a reception hall, 
lounge with a feature fireplace, din¬ 
ing room with doors out to the rear, 
a lovely kitchen with soft close doors 
and drawers, blue LED mood lighting, 
floor tiling with under floor heating, 
centre island unit and a pantry, garage 
and WC. There are three bedrooms 
and a recently re-fitted bathroom. 
Contact Rees Page on 01902 577799 
or visit www.reespage.net 




imposing five-bedroom 
Victorian semi-detached 



THIS imposing five-bed- 
roomed Victorian semi-de¬ 
tached residence in Coalway 
Road, Penn, has a host of 
charming character features. 

It is for sale through Nick Tart at 
£340,000. Having been sympatheti¬ 
cally re-styled, it has a reception hall 
with original door, Minton flooring 
and cellar off, WC, drawing room 
with a Victorian-style fireplace with 
a living flame gas coal-effect fire, bay 
window and polished floorboards. 
There is a separate sitting room with 
a feature fireplace with a living flame 
gas coal-effect fire, open plan dining 
kitchen, walk-in pantry, built-in wine 
rack, and French doors to a patio, 
staircase to a galleried landing, bath¬ 
room, four first floor bedrooms, second 
floor bedroom five, driveway, garage 
and garden. Contact 01902 755585 or 
visit www.nicktart.com 
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New engine for the Swift 


By Graham Breeze 

Suzuki is determined to 
strengthen its UK position with 
the January arrival of a new and 
much more efficient engine for 
Swift. 

The company has recognised op¬ 
position growth in this lower end of 
the market with Fiesta and Corsa both 
boasting efficient one-litre alternatives 
and launched a new 1.2-litre petrol 
unit incorporating Suzuki’s latest tech¬ 
nology, utilising twin fuel injectors for 
improved fuel economy. 

That means fewer trips to the petrol 
pump, startling fuel figures and emission 
levels lower than the vehicle excise charge 
level. 

The new technology, known as Dualjet, 
has resulted in Swift boasting 65.7mpg on 
the combined fuel consumption cycle, rep¬ 
resenting a 16 per cent improvement over 
the current petrol engine. 

Another benefit of Dualjet technology is 
reduced C02 emissions of 99g/km, mean¬ 
ing that Swift models with this engine are 
now exempt from VED (Vehicle Excise 
Duty) charges. 

Outwardly the test car looked no differ¬ 
ent and to be honest it was impossible to 
tell it apart from the current petrol model 
- the only difference will be in the driver’s 
pocket. 

When the car arrives in showrooms in 
January it will cost you an extra £500 but 
owners will recoup the extra spend pretty 


quickly. Add the money you save on visits 
to the pumps to the £175 saving on ex¬ 
cise licence costs and it makes sense to 
choose the new Dualjet model. 

It’s a complex system but the new tech¬ 
nology positions the fuel injectors closer to 
the engine inlet valves allows for a finer fuel 
mixture which provides a more effective 
transfer into the cylinder. Internal modifica¬ 
tions to the engine include the use of a new 
type of inlet port and combustion chamber 
with other mechanical parts also modified 
to reduce frictional losses and provide 
smoother running. 

The maximum power output is 90PS ver¬ 
sus 94PS for the current petrol engine with 
a slightly increased torque figure of 120Nm 
at 4,400rpm versus 118Nm at 4,800rpm. 

Other modifications include slight altera¬ 
tions to gear ratios for greater flexibility on 
the road, and the addition of Engine Auto 
Stop Start (EASS). 

The new Dualjet technology for Swift will 
initially be available as an optional engine 
choice on SZ4 two wheel drive models. 

There are, of course, better equipped 
opponents to Swift and while you get what 
you pay for with this model inside the cabin 
there’s a dynamic feel and attractive black 
seats with colour-coding stripes. 

Global sales of Swift have now passed 
the four million mark since launch in 2004 
- 18 months after the celebration of three 
million units. Launched in the UK in May 
2005; more than 90,000 Swifts have been 
sold and now account for around 30 per 
cent of the UK sales mix. 

Since June 2014 all Swift models are fit¬ 
ted as standard with LED daytime running 



‘It was impossible to tell 
it apart from the current 
petrol model - the only 
difference will be in the 
driver’s pocket.’ 


lights and front fog lights. A gear shift indi- 

cator was also added on manual models 
to help aid fuel efficiency as well as a Tyre 
Pressure Monitor System. 

Swift is available in four clearly defined 
specification grades, SZ2, SZ3, SZ4 plus 
Swift Sport; in addition to seven airbags 
and ESP as standard, SZ2 has front pas¬ 
senger airbag deactivation facility, electric 
front windows, remote central door locking 
with deadlocks, electrically adjustable and 
heated door mirrors. 

There’s a MP3/WMA compatible CD 


tuner witn USB port and steering wheel 

mounted audio controls. SZ3 adds air con¬ 
ditioning, 16-inch alloy wheels, an integrat¬ 
ed audio unit with bluetooth connectivity, 
including music streaming facility. 

Since June, SZ4 models are equipped 
with navigation and DAB digital radio as 
standard which adds to the already high 
specification that includes automatic air 
conditioning, electric rear windows, rear 
privacy glass, push button keyless start, 
automatic headlamps, cruise control and 
mirrors with integrated turn indicators. 


</) 


a 
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3 CORSA SAVERS 


3 AMAZING DEALS ON VAUXHALL CORSAS 


VAUXHALL CORSA 
EXCITE 1.216V 3DR A/C 


CORSA LIMITED EDITION 
1.3 CDTi 3DR 




© 





VAUXHALL CORSAVX-R 
1.6i TURBO 192PS3DR 



NEARLY 


4 > 


ON SELECTED MODELS 




Specification includes: Mobile phone system with Bluetooth 

• 16” alloy wheels • Front fog lights • Graphic information display 

• CD/MP3 CD player/USB/aux-in socket/stereo radio (CD40) 


Pre-reg’d, delivery mileage. Body kit • 17-inch alloy wheels 

• Body-colour, front lower spoiler, side sills and rear spoiler 

• Front fog lights • Air conditioning • Cruise control 


Specification includes: Air conditioning* Cruise control* CD/MP3 
CD player/aux-in/stereo radio (CD 30 MP3) • Recaro shell-backed 
sports front seats • VXR front fog lights with alloy-effect surround 


£ 8995 =. £ 12995 =, £ 2291 ! 


SAVE 
£3170 
OFF RRP 


PER 

I MONTH 


ON PERSONAL CONTRACT HIRE 


Initial payment of9 months rental(£2,065.93) followed by 35 monthly payments 
£229.55.6,000 miles perannum. Excess mileage charge 3.81 p/5.53p+VAT 


HURRY - ATTHESE PRICES, THEY’LL BE GOING, GOING, GONE 


Dudley Motor Company 
Trindle Road 
01384 454100 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


Halesowen Motor House 
Dudley Road 
0121 462 2916 

www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


Stourbridge Motor House 

Amblecote 

01384 447970 

www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 


T Wall Garage 

Kingswinford 

01384 288333 

www.twall.co.uk 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Lowest: Vauxhall Corsa 3 Door Hatchback 1.2i 85PS 16v Excite A/C with 14”, 15” and 16” wheels, M5: Urban: 39.2 (7.2), Extra-urban: 62.8 (4.5), Combined: 51.4 (5.5). 
C0 2 emissions: 129g/km. Highest: Vauxhall Corsa 3 dr Hatchback 1.6i 16V192PS VXR Turbo (A/C) with 17” wheels, M6: Urban: 28.8 (9.8), Extra-urban: 47.9 (5.9), Combined: 38.7 (7.3). C0 2 emissions: 172g/km 

Availableat participating retailers only Conditional Sale. Offers available on orders or registrations made by 31st December 2014 Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technicalfadors. Picture for illustration purposes only. *All quotations are subject to credit approval. Vauxhall Leasing 
reserves the right to amend quotations in the event of changes to manufacturer prices, interest rates and volume related bonus. Vauxhall Leasing reserve the right to amend quotations in the event of any change to VAT/RFL or any other statutory charges or taxes which may become appropriate from time to time. The Excess PPM (price per mile) figures represent the price up to 9,999 miles followed 
by the price over 9,999 miles. ALD Automotive Ltd., trading as Vauxhall Leasing, Oakwood Park, Lodge Ca 
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Quality Used Cars At Great Prices 


Autos • jjfo 


a 

09/09 Mini 1.6 Cooper 

66k, Silver with Black Roof, Alloys, 

Air Con, CD Player 

£6495 / £37 Per Week 

w 

08/58 Fiat Panda 1.4 

1 OOhp, 39k, *LOW INSURANCE* 

Black,Alloys, Air Con, CD 

£4295 / £25 Per Week 


10/10 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec AUTOMATIC 
3dr, 35k, Blue,Alloys, Air Con, CD, E/windows 

£5995 / £35 Per Week 


08/08 Volkswagen Polo 1.2 E,*ONLY 28k 

MILES* *LOW INSURANCE* Silver, CD 

£4195 / £24 Per Week 


08/58 Alfa Romeo MiTo 1.6 JTDM Lusso Diesel, 

54k Red, Leather,Alloys, Air Con, CD 

£5995 / £35 Per Week 


08/08 Fiat Bravo 1.4 Dynamic 

50k, Red,Alloys,Air Con, CD Player 

£4195 / £24 Per Week 

u 

06/56 Kia Sportage XS 2.0 Diesel 

84k, Silver,Alloys, Black Leather,Air Con 

£5995 / £35 Per Week 

(CV 1 

07/07 Suzuki Swift 1.3 GL one owner 

47k, Burnt Orange, CD Player, EA/Vindows 

£3995 / £23 Per Week 

a 

08/08 Saab 9-3 Vector Sport DTH Diesel 

Automatic Estate 

80k, Grey,Two Tone Leather, Alloys 

£5995 / £35 Per Week 

3 

08/08 Nissan Micra 1.2 l6v(79bhp)Acenta+ 
3dr,48k, Grey Metallic, *LOW INSURANCE* 
Air Con 

£3995 / £23 Per Week 


08/08 Suzuki SX4 1.6 GLX 

ONLY 16k MILES, Silver,Alloys,Air Con, CD 

£5495 / £32 Per Week 


09/09 Citroen Xsara Picasso 1.6 HDi 
92hpVTX DIESEL 

79k, Grey Metallic,Alloys,Air Con 

£3995 / £23 Per Week 

[3 

09/09 Vauxhall Corsa 1.3 SXI CDTi Diesel 

3dr, 52k, Grey Metallic,Alloys,Air Con 

£4995 / £30 Per Week 

a 

05/55 Vauxhall Astra Club l.6Twinport 
Semi-Automatic 

Blue, 50k, Alloys, Air Con 

£3295 / £22 Per Week 


07/07 Ford Fusion l.6TDCi Plus Diesel 

48k, Silver, *0NLY £30 ROAD TAX* 

*AVERAGE 62 MPG* Alloys 

£4695 / £27 Per Week 

3 

07/57 Kia Picanto l.l LS 

53k, Silver, *LOW INSURANCE* *ONE 
OWNER* CD Player, 

£2995 / £17 Per Week 

s’ 

i 

07/57 Renault Kangoo 1.6 Expression Automatic 
*ONLY 37k MILES* Red, 

EA/Vindows 

£4495 / £26 Per Week 


04/54 Rover 45 1.8 CVTCIubSE 
AUTOMATIC 5dr,*ONE OWNER* 

*ONLY 19k MILES* Silver, Alloys 

£2195 / £12 Per Week 


Finance example: Vauxhall Corsa 1.3 SXI Diesel, Cash Price £4995, Deposit £300, Amount of credit £4695, Fixed interest rate 6.25% Flat rate, 12% APR, 
48 Payments of £122.28 (£30.50 per week) Total amount payable £6169.44 (Excludes £150 Document fee and £150 Completion fee, Subject to status) 




FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE 
WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS 


1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 501 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 
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Ford’s popular Kuga SUV 
gets boost with an update 


The Blue Oval car maker 
Ford has updated its popular 
Kuga sports utility vehicle 
with improved engines and 
more in-car technology. 

Under the bonnet the flagship Kuga 
diesel model receives a horsepower 
boost, with the 2.0-litre motor’s output 
now 180 horsepower - 17 more than 
before. It’s also cleaner, with the 2.0-li- 
tre diesel family now producing less 
C02. 

It’s the same story on the petrol 
front, with Ford swapping the Kuga’s 


1.6-litre EcoBoost engine for a 1.5-litre 
unit and reducing C02 emissions to 
143g/km from 154g/km. 

Improved 

Alongside the engine upgrades, 
Ford has improved the car’s kit lev¬ 
els. The firm’s innovative SYNC with 
AppLink multimedia interface will now 
enable drivers to voice-activate apps, 
while keeping their eyes on the road 
and their hands on the wheel. These 
already include leading music-stream¬ 
ing services Spotify, Audioteka, 
Glympse and Radioplayer. 

Furthermore, the Kuga can be had 


with adaptive cruise control including 
forward alert, which warns drivers if 
they are travelling too close to the ve¬ 
hicle in front. 

Another standard technology is 
the tyre pressure monitoring system, 
which warns if any of the tyres lose 
significant pressure during a journey. 

Further available technologies in¬ 
clude hands-free tailgate, blind spot 
information system, active city stop, 
lane keeping aid, lane keeping alert, 
auto high beam, driver alert and traffic 
sign recognition. 





Thousands have already flocked to the Show! 

...have you? 



Motor Market 




OVER 100 CARS IN STOCK 


DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 

• Video reviews • Dealership information 
• Latest manufacturer offers 

expressandstar.com/drivetime 


- Seat Leon 

59 Reg 

, — 1.5 DCi Renault 

60 Reg 
Vauxhall 

^ 1 Zafira 

10 Reg 

Audi A31.9 


£1 \ 07 Re ® 

Note 

63 Reg 
RAV-4 40 


10 Reg 

BMW 1160 

y i tl 08 Reg Renault 

ng Clio DCi 


13 Reg 

v Astra Sri Auto 

iV, v ^ 



^ ^ 10 Reg Honda 

Civic CTDi 

09 Reg 

x ‘jA- 1 Peugeot 306 

cr . 

10 Reg 

mm Golf i.9T0i 

Finance Example-Cash Price £4995. Less Cash or Part Exchange Deposit £500. Amount of Credit £4495. TVDIPAI 1(1 *5®/. ADR 

Total Amount Payable £5999.20.60 Monthly Payments of £99.82 or 260 Weekly Payments of £23.04. • 1 rlUIU. 1 U.U /0 Hr 11 

■ www.motor-market.net Proud T r,ners 

27 Newtown Lane Cradley Heath B64 5EB > 

01384 411119 \ H eothens 




































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


Wombourne 

Funeral Services 

3rd Generation 
Family Business'S? 
Monumental Masons 


24hr Personal Service 
Private Chapels of Rest 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 



Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Brierley Hill 0138477098 
Kingswinford 01384 296683 
Hagley 01562 888041 

www.nedowning.co.uk 


lost & found 


LOST—Mens signet ring, in or 
around Morrisons, Willenhall, 
Friday, November 21. Reward 
Offered. 01902 637527. 


religious notices 


christadelphian 


THE COMING OF JESUS The 

virgin birth, December 7, at 6pm, 
The Community Centre, High 
Street, Kingswinford, Or write to 
The Christadelphians, FREEP¬ 
OST WV1681 Kingswinford DY6 
9BR for free information pack or 
ring 01384 886544 for recorded 
message. 

I-X 


1 


Family 



GENTS ALL WOOL dressing gown, 
large, never used, £40. ono. 

01902 741096. 




STOURBRIDGE TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 

Protection of Children Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11+, SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc. 

0121212 4986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 

I 


2 

Leisure 

Time 



LET US SELL YOUR CARAVAN for 

you and achieve the best possible 
price. Seven Valley Leisure, Stour¬ 
bridge DY8 4HP. 01384 390183 



\ ALL CARAVANS j 
WANTED 

\ Any Age or Condition \ 

\ *CA$H* 

I *WAITING* 

: Immediate collection 
^ Call Bob on 07787 833833: 


ORLA RS480 Electronic Organ, as 
new, £500 for quick sale. 

01902 280570. 


YAHAMA PIANO 

As new, Yamaha piano, model 
YDP131. As new condition. 
Black, Includes stool, must be 
seen. Collection only please. 

£399 ono 
01902 893747 


YAMAHA CLAVINOVA CVP-207 

A1 con. inc. stool. Can be disman¬ 
tled to fit estate car. Cost £3,500 
Sell for £850.00. 01902 896150 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



CLAIRVOYANT JOHN STARKEY. 

Private appointments, home visits 
and telephone readings. Call 01902 
334224. www.john-starkey.com. 


^ psychics j 

TWISTED - WILLOWS PSYCHIC 

Telephone reading 
0906 400 3555 


NEW TUTORS WELCOME 



MOBILITY SCOOTER. Folding type. 
Red, three wheel, good condition. 
Charger etc. £150 ono. 

Telephone 07914 843614. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



ANTIQUE & COLLECTORS FAIR 

Every month. Codsall Village Hall 
Sunday 7th December 9:30am- 
3pm. Call Brian: 07923 538178. 



Showroom 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote Stourbridge 

DY8 4BS or call 01384 378252 


OPEN MON-SAT FREE PARKING AT REAR 


I-X 


3 


Home & 
Services 



COLLECTIBLE RECORDS From 
the 70’s, 80’s, 90’s, LP’s, singles, 
12ins. Genuine callers only. Offers. 
07914 843614. 

SINDY DOLLS from the 70’s, collect¬ 
able items. Also china cups from 
the Victorian eira. Genuine callers 
only. Offers. 07914 843614. 



BROWN LEATHER 

3 piece suite. Totally unused 
still packaged. Cost over 
£1,000. Can deliver 

£390 

07769 600648. 


CREAM TWO seater leather sofa 
with remote control recliner chair, 
footstool, £200 ono. 07791 591498. 

PINE WELSH DRESSER, table, 6 
chairs and corner unit, £225. 01902 
681843. 

PINE WELSH DRESSER, table, 6 
chairs and corner unit, £60. 01902 
681843. 


Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 


01 902 893226 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

DYNATRON RADIOGRAM and 

records, offers invited. 

01902 755180. 

FIREWOOD. Seasoned soft/hard 
wood, to meet all requirements. 
Also available kiln dried ash. 

07702 202713 or 01746 783612. 
GLASS BUILDING blocks, never 
used, x 11, RRP £45, now £35. 
01902 741096. 


HANDMADE GEORGIAN 
DOLLS HOUSE 

Vz Scale, six rooms, decorated 
with lights and fireplaces, three 
rooms in roof, 28 3 /sins wide, 
387ains high, 15ins deep, base 
31insx20ins. £575 ono 
01922 402148. 



ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 


A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 

READERS ARE ADVISED to care- 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

A ABSOLUTELY BEST price given 
for single items or houses cleared. 
Antique, old, reproduction. Call: 
01384 482155 or 07802 475693. 

A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 



ALL TOYS CARS/LORRIES 
WANTED. ALL 
Mamod/Wilesco/Bowmans 

All conditions 
*Dinky* *Corgi* *Spot-on* 
*Britains and Airfix* 
*Mamod / Wilesco Steam 
Engines * Star Wars Figures * 
*Scalextric Pre 1970’s 
Tri-ang, cars or 
complete sets.* 

*Old Enamel Advertising 
Signs* 

*Pre 1970 Annuals wanted, 
Beano, Dandy, etc* 

01902 745598 / 07984 159571 


ALL BRASS / COPPER orna- 
ments/brassware, all descriptions, 
miners lamps, old medals, dinky, 
corgi toys. 01902 745598. 


items wanted 


A 01384 212555 

AStO n S TowerSt. 
•.tt :-.,. . I. I ViT-T! Dudley DY1 1NB 

ALL ITEMS WANTED FOR 
AUCTION OR CASH PAID 

WE WANT - jewellery, watches, antiques, coins, 
medals, clocks, tools, ceramics, glassware, cars, 
motorbikes, quality bicycles, anything considered . 
SPECIALIST TOY & MODEL DEPT - Dinky toys , 
Model Railway, Star Wars, Barbie/Sindy, Lego etc. 

www.astonsauctioneers.co.uk 


ALL BOXED/LOOSE 
RAILWAY COLLECTIONS 
WANTED 

ANY GAUGE OR AGE 

Also live steam, also Diecast, 
Dinky, Corgi, Spot On. 
Guaranteed top cash prices 
paid!! 

0121 602 2569/07891 713547. 
thetrai n master67 @ 
hotmail.com 


WANTED 

Old film cameras, lenses and 
photography equipment, 
(Dark room) working / none 
working, of any age. 

Will collect, cash waitinc 
01934 876055. 07525 


LAPTOP COMPUTER widescreen, 
Windows, wireless wifi, dvd, office, 
good condition, can deliver and 
setup £70. 07867 826843 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 



00000050000 
@0903 <£205700 

00900 <500000 
00000 £09090 
0&Q90 50505^ 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


builders 


C & M BUILDERS All types of build¬ 
ing work. Extentions, Plastering, 
etc. 07473 135856, 07463 849342. 


c 


blinds 


AB-lindi 

Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS. Exten¬ 
sions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways. See us on ‘Rated 
People’. Call 01902 579592/07837 


carpet & upholstery 
_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


damp proof 
control 


DAMP, CONDENSATION, WOOD¬ 
WORM, dry-rot control. 40 years 
exp. Free surveys. 01902 324727. 


double glazing 


UPVC BACK DOORS from £299, 
front doors from £389 fitted. 
Windows/Fascia’s, 01922 442720. 


driveways & 
patios 


HtMEGBOMnS 

/Block Paving/Patio Slabs 
/Tarmacadam/Brickwork/Turfing 
/Fencing/Graveling/Drainage 

00012 mum 


electrical 

services 


STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL 

Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc. 
All domestic and commercial work. 
07786 858977/01902 846167. 


fencing 


Chestnut Sheds and Fencing 

duality wooden buildings at great prices 
Sheds built to customer 
specifications,any size deluxe 
fence panels, fitting available. 
All manufactured at our premises. 
www.chestnutshedsandfencing.co.uk 

01384 913422 


PORTWAY FENCING 



gardening 

services 



JEZ’S GARDEN SERVICES 

Lawns cut, Borders, 
Garden clearances 
Trees lobbed and shaped 
Fencing, Slabbing... 
Please call: 01384 403353 
or 07929 600636 


Y 

house clearances 

V___ 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


lock services 


SECURE LOCKS Lock replacement 
doors/windows BS3621 insurance 
approved Closers/Fire doors,panic 
bars 07840467642 / 0793888970 

logs j 


HARDWOOD/ 
SOFTWOOD SEASONED 

LOGS FOR SALE 

Loads/Bulk Bags from £60. Delivery available 
01902 882115/07768 392009 
www.sandyfieldstreeservices.co.uk 


painters / > 

decorators 


removals 


ABIE REMOVALS 

local & Distance 
Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices: 
Moves from only £99 

Call 07870 341089 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A1 KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS & HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

Single items, 

Full houses, Offices etc 

Recession rates, 
FREE QUOTES 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painter and Decorator 

Wallpaper is my speciality, competitive prices. 
For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 


plastering 


P.D.P PLASTERING&TILING 

All aspects of plastering &Tiling. 
reliable, professional service 

Call Pete: 07505662778 
www.pdpplastering.com 

plumbing & " 

^_ heating _ 


DS MARSH PLUMBING 

All aspects of plumbing 
work undertaken. 
Heating, Gaswork. 

Call Steve: 07796 270745 or 
Dan: 07807 818730 


Midland Energy 

Solutions 

All plumbing, 
heating and gas work. 
Call Luke on 


We take the stress away 

40 years experience 

07966 281957 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

ALAN, RAINBOW COURIERS 

Parcels / Pallets, Local / Distance, 
Business/Domestic. 07884 353732 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209/01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07899 635852. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 


v_ 


skip hire 


] 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 


woodburners and 
^_ stoves _ 


01902 488770 
07584 062483 


WOODBURNING / MULTIFUEL 

Stoves. Flues, installation. Free 
surveys. Stourbridge 01384 
390183. severnvalleystoves.com 




reclaimed materials 


] 



Trade Suppliers of Traditional 
Reclaimed Building Materials 

Demolition sevices available 


Reclaimed tile, slate and brick bought and sold. 
Tel: 01384 234592 
Mobile: 07896 059141 
Email: andybarker63@hotmail.co.uk 
www.abrreclamation.co.uk 


kitchens 


10W COST KUCHINS 

{(Kit QUALITY lftnm CAUNET5 AS STANDARD 
SOFT CL05E HtHGCS f*£E OF CHARGE 
KIlOffNS IRON {499 - HEVES HAIEH ON PRICE 
FREE MEASUK AND OESKIt SERVICE 
0M1 NOW FOR A FtEt QUOTE 0121 2SS80C3 

mats jdm um mnuu. mu vw 
swot craw s, nut sifttt- uniw sn hj 



Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 

ROUND BALE HAY FOR SALE, 

£25 per bale, can deliver. 

01902 840603 or 07836 647754. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland Ikfews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BASSET BOY PUPPIES, first vac, 
wormed, deflead, £300. 07860 
807472. 

COCKER SPANIEL DOG, black and 
tan, 16 months old, vaccinated, 
microchipped, KC reg, £500. 

Telephone 07854 471388. 

JACK RUSSELL boy pups, very 
small, first vacs,parents can be 
seen, £200. 07972 604503. 

JACK RUSSELL cross Chihuahua 
puppies, £200 each. Jack Russell 
cross Lakeland Terrier, £150 each. 
01384 233910. 


MINIATURE DACHSUND KC 
ASSURED BREEDERS. 

Have you a long or short haired 
ex breeding bitch you need to 
sell that is used to eating dry 
food. A very good, permanent, 
loving home waiting. 
07935 244905. 


MINIATURE POMERIANIANS, first 
vac, health checked, £495. 07972 
604503. 

PATTERDALE CROSS jack russell 
puppies, bitches, ready now, £200 
each ono. 07734 354059. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



ACCOUNTANCY and Taxation 
services for Small Businesses. 
Fixed fees. Call 01902 343200 


ACCOUNTS, BOOK KEEPING, 
PAYROLL, VAT New start-ups 
welcome. Phone Clover on: 
01384 459714 or 07715 510749. 
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“ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 


L 

6 

^Prc 

jperty 


HOME CASH BUYER 

WILL PAY 15K MORE 
Complete within 7 days 

Ring Paul, 
07870 341089 


A BETTER CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time. 
01902 628047. 


0800 169 1118. 


07756 022973. 


FORGET THE REST We pay 100% 
of purchase price always 
0800 085 6626. 

GET THE BEST PRICE 

For your house from me now 
0121 308 7786. 

LOCAL INVESTOR can pay 10% 

more than all these guys. 
Call Alex 07729 297901 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


DUDLEY, OLDBURY/ Blackheath 

1/2 bed flats, deposit / rent neg. 
0121 5500064 or 07970 980955. 


TWO BUNGALOWS 
SEMI DETACHED 
KIDDERMINSTER 

Both two bedroom. 

In need of modernisation, 
substantial plot of land, f 
our car workshop at rear, 
sold as one unit. 


(after 7pm). 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Jobs 



Telephone 01562 822266 

iMur rmPMffi 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 



DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902744726 / 07831 646601 


TELFORD DROITWICH BIRMINGHAM TAMWORTH 

13-14 DEC 13-14 DEC 21-22 FEBRUARY 8-9 APRIL 


Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


TWO DAY ACCREDITED COURSES HIGH DEMANDIN hospitals, 

II ••■Aim Ilf nrAAAinArn G.P. SURGERIES, COMMUNITY, 

NATIONALLY RECOGNISED private sector, military, etc. 


r,::; www.geopace.com 


No previous experience or qualifications required 


SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE 
“QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS” 

FREE ASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAINING 

HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 

DRIVER CPC COURSES & 

TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 

CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 

01902 312800 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 

T_or 



properties wanted 



[we can buy your house in 

1800 389 6788 - 


woivernampion properties 



I CAN BEAT ANY 

FOUTHE BEST PRICE ON YOUR HOME 


Call 0800 783 2822 

• Guaranteed offer* • Any condition • Free solicitors • No fees* 


LeeK 


WE BUY 
ANY HOUSE 


ANY AREA 


J?" ANY CONDITION 24-7 08000856626 

talk in confidence . Subject to terms & conditions WWWW WWW WWtaW 

we can hep 



Dewmcirk 

* Terms apply Home/ 




+SICK 

of trying to sell your house 
Call the House Doctor 
Now for the best price 

0800 085 2455 



One phone call 

Solves all your problems 

Sell your house now 

a guaranteed offer, no fees, fast completion any condition, any circumstances 



CALL PENNY for 
TOP PRICES NOW 

*Local *Honest ^Reliable 

0800 389 6788 



r ^ 

Its simple as that... 
you will get the 

Better 

best deal on your 
home from 

Cash 

FIRST GENERAL 

HO IVIES 

Deal 

L 

0800 017 1233 

A 


Get Up to 100% For Your House 


HP Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
100% Confidential. No obligation 



SOLD 




Springbok 


NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


24/THelplin* Q3QQ QQ2 5743 

B 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 








































































ClassIfiedAds 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 
Driver Medicals 

• Caravan & Horse Box 
_ Tuition available 



kSQKdSj 

ALFA ROMEO MITO LUSSO T 3-dr, 
2009, black, 1 owner, FSH, 

£4,550. 

01902 847906 / 07850 795760. 
CHEVROLET AVEO Yellow, 59 reg, 
3dr, 1.2, part service history, 41k, 
MoT, good condition, £2,200 ono. 
Call 07871 874395. 

FIAT MULTIPLA. 2007, 99,000 
miles, pale blue, 6-seats. MoT’d. 
Diesel. Excellent condition. 
Only £2,100. o.n.o. 07879 822411. 


EXCELLENT 

CONDITION 


FORD FIESTA ZETEC 
CLIMATE 1.4 TDCI 

2007(57), red, 79,000 miles, full 
MoT. Privacy glass, auto 
lights and wipers. Electric 
windows and fold in mirrors, a/c. 
Excellent throughout. 

£3,200 ono. 

07912 951907. 

FORD FOCUS GHIA 2006,1 6TDCI, 
black, 138,000, service history, 
cruse control, MoT, £1,695 ono. 
01922 514176. 

MAZDA 6 TS2 Diesel Estate, 2009, 
87k, MoT Sept, met copper red, a/c, 
multi CD, e/w, cruise control, clean, 
tidy, £3,850. 07941 112657. 


NISSAN NOTE ACENTA 1.4 

2008 reg, 5dr, FSH, MoT April 
2015, metallic blue, 96,000 
miles. 

Very good condition. 

£2,900 ono. 

Telephone 01902 564264. 


PEUGEOT 207SW 

57 reg, 1.4 petrol, 5dr, Lunar 
Mist, 42,200 miles, one owner, 
MoT and serviced until October 
2015, FSH. 

£3,695. 

Contact: 07969 227792. 



PORSCHE BOXSTER 


Low mileage. 

Call for more details. 

£9,775. 

07745 025823. 


RENAULT CLIO Extreme, 2010, full 
MoT, 28,500 miles, £3,200 ono. 
01902 635871 or 07711 831004. 

RENAULT MEGANE convertible, 07 
reg, FSH, very good condition, only 
61k miles, long MoT, first to see will 
buy, £2,400 ono. 07813 155447. 

RENAULT SCENIC 1500cc diesel, 
2007, 1 owner from new, 57k only, 
£3,495. 07850 233858. 


SUKUKI GRAND VITARA 

2004, 47,600 miles, silver, abs, 
air bag, fsh, MoT, long MoT, 
central locking, pas, diesel, 
alloys, stereo, CD, swb, 4x4. 

£3,100 ono. 

07816 513362. 


VAUXHALL MERIVA MPV 1 6i, 16v, 

04, 60k, 11 months MoT, fsh, new 
tyres and exhaust, £1,700 o.n.o. 
01384 370484 or 07817 430432. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


BMW 325i 2006, petrol, 120k, grey 
leather interior, heated seats, dark 
blue, MoT May 2015, very good 
condition, £3,495. 07887 643117. 
CITROEN C2 IIOOcc, 2004, full 
MoT, 83,000 miles, ideal first car, 
£950. 07984 297114 
FIAT PUNTO 1.2ELX, 02, MoT May 
2015, red, 5 door, electric windows, 
stereo, good condition. £475. 
07900 026105. 

FORD FIESTA FLIGHT. 2001. Red, 
3-dr, 47,500 miles, MoT’d Till June. 
£600. o.n.o. 07976 249031. 

FORD FOCUS ESTATE 1.8 TDi. 

2002, silver, 112k, FSH. Immacu¬ 
late. £1,450. Genuine callers only. 
Telephone 07850 330251. 


FIAT PUNTO 

2003, 42,200 miles, grey, 
electric windows, long Mot, 
central locking, pas, excellent 
condition. 

£800 ono. 

07507 280391. 


FORD KA 54 plate, 79,000 miles, 8 
months MoT, pepper red, very good 
condition inside and out, £895 ono. 
07944 128828. 

FORD KA LUXURY 52, black, 
leather interior, 12 months MoT, 
A/C, E/W, C/L, lady owner 73k. 
£825 ono 07754 557861 
PEUGEOT 206 1.6, 5dr, 2002, silver, 
low mileage, excellent condition, 
SH, AC, CD, alarm, MoT, £950. 
01902 652456 or 07757 885682. 


PEUGEOT 206 VERVE 1.4 

2006.3dr. Red. 67k. 

6 months MoT. Air Con. Alloys. 
Parrot Hands Free, service 
history, 2 keys. Nice car, drives 
well. 

Bargain £1,495. 

01902 764354. 


PEUGEOT 206LX 3dr, 2000 X reg, 
1124cc, EW, CL, blue, 75k miles, 
full MoT service history, excellent 
driver, £795. 07977 458066. 

PEUGEOT 306 estate diesel, W reg, 
recent service, 11 months MoT, 
£400. 01384 239748. 


RENAULT CLIO ALIZE 2000, full 
MoT, service history, electrics. 
Lovely condition, £675. 07946 681 
526. 


RENAULT LAGUNA 1.9 DCi 

Expression Sat Nav, Sep 06, MoT 
Sept 15, 92k, very clean. £1,500. 
07522 475039 / 0T922 865235. 


RENAULT MEGANE ESTATE, 

2005, 94,000 miles, silver, MoT, 
alloys, 2 litre petrol, new cambelt. 
£1,200 ono. 07901 591740. 
RENAULT MODUS 54 reg, 5 
months MoT, excellent condition, 2 
lady owners, fsh, alloys, pas, dark 
blue, £1,295. 07921 706807. 
ROVER STREETWISE 54 plate, 
long MoT, good runner, £1,100 
ono. 01902 661124. 


SKODA FABIA 1.2. 2003 model, 
47,000 miles. MoT 2015. £800. 
01902 564264. 


VAUXHALL CORSA W reg, 2000, 
1.2, long MoT, electrics, low insur¬ 
ance group quick sale £395. 

07980 394239. 


VW PASSAT ESTATE 2.0 Nov 

2003, service history, MoT, good 
condition £1,195 ono. 07805 
667478/01902 898072. 


VW POLO 1.4 3dr, red, 29K miles, 1 
former keeper, 10 months MoT, 2 
keys, very good condition. £795. 
01902 764354. 


CLASSIC CARS WANTED 

Private cash buyer 
Instant cash settlement. 
Any age. any condition. 

Call Market Drayton. 
01630 652993. 



NISSAN KUBISTAR 2004, white, 
good condition, alloys, full MoT, 
good tyres, reliable. £900. 01384 
352668/07811176564. 


RENAULT MASTER DCI90 Van, 
high top, SWB, 2003, some MoT, 
white. £795 ono. 

07943 082681. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 


www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



VIXEN 125 VX SUPERMOTO, 10 

plate, MoT, £625 ono. 

Telephone 01902 498020. 
YAMAHA YBR125. Learner legal, 
silver, 10 months MoT, 4 months 
tax. 6,827 miles. 2009. Good condi¬ 
tion. £850 ono. 07427 388125. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


1st CHOICE 


TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 



01902 562853 
07977 499516 |V0 
07895 346811- 24hrs 


A B SPARES 

Pays More 

All Scrap Cars & Vans Wanted 
Anything Considered 

Free Collection 

Scrap It Legally COD. Given Instant Payment. 

01902 493110 / 0121 525 5813 daytime 
01902 659775 eveninas_ 


IVICB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
Call 01902 597035 /07903 549849. 
WANTED MGB ROADSTER or 
similar for restoration, anything 
considered. Call 01902 372014. 
07977 859649. 



I clutches / brakes"] 

y / gearboxes [ 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE 
MOBILE 

30 yn experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call Bob 
01384 251328 or 
07972169554 anytime 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110 
Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on 
others! 


mobile | 

v mechanics I 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 

repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 

tyres / wheels / ^ 

v exhausts I 

ALLOY WHEELS 18ins with new 
brand tyres 215 / 35 /18 £250. Alloy 
wheels 16ins 4 stud with good tyres 
£150. 07543 237183. 



Local 

ilnformation 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


WILLIAM RAYMOND 
EDWARDS (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 24 Heath 
Lane Stourbridge West Midlands DY8 
IRE, who died on 28/07/2014, are 
required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned Solicitors on or 
before 06/02/2015, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard 
only to claims and interests of which they 
have had notice. 

WALL JAMES CHAPPELL 

15-23 Hagley Road Stourbridge 

West Midlands DY8 1QW T426146 


I -N. 
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Personals 





* 

A VERY GENUINE GUY 35 

Attractive, honest, caring and 
fun to be around, seeks a 
similar genuine lady, 
aged 27-43 ONLY. 

I enjoy country walks and pubs, 
nights in and out, holidays UK 
and abroad and would (ike to 
share these things with a like 
minded lady. West Midlands 
areas preferred. 

Photo appreciated (returned). 
Box Number PI 9597 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

★ ★★ 

ATTENTION LADIES 40-55 

Please don’t pass this advert 
by, read on and see I’m a 
genuine guy. 

51, slim, attractive, GSOH, 
romantic too, hoping for reply 
from a lady like you. 

Box Number PI 9600 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 


Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



MID 50’s MALE 

With job, car, GSOH, who 
doesn't smoke, WLTM a similar 
female under 50 with a loving 
nature to spend Christmas 
together and evermore. 
Genuine replies only. 

Box Number PI 9602 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


ONE RUSTY KNIGHT 

All alone this Christmas, 
Hopes to find a slim built damsel 
aged 54-65 with GSOH. 
Modern and up to date. 

I am a very romantic male. 
Honest, genuine, aged 60’s. 
No Zimmer frame (just yet). 
All letters answered. 

Box Number PI 9599 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


TOPMATCH. Avoid the internet 
dating disasters! Verified, genuine, 
local introductions. 0121 285 0676 
www.birminghamtopmatch.co 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EASY 



*Advertise any item 
FREE up to the value 
of £250go to: 
www.expressandstar.com 
/bookanad 


LONDON 

THEATRE 

BREAKS 


Choose your show, price band*and how you want to travel 
Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the matinee performance 
before heading to the hotel for an evening meal. For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket and an overnight 
stay in a four-star outer London hotel with full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £159. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s 
a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. Rail travel 
is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £229." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade plus 
two nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may 
apply). Includes a top price ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 



For a theatre brochure please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Local Specialists 





LUKE’S local AERIAL^ 

WmP 01384 351949 W BU 

^^^Luke’s Mobile: 07864 590543*"“^ 
NEW DIGITAL AERIAL + MAST + CABLE £69 
DIGITAL AERIAL + CABLE to any room £59 
NEW CABLE £39 REMOVE AERIAL £29 
REPAIRS £39 TUNING £25 
^SATELLITE DISH Fitted £69 DISH REPAIRS £39* 
DIGITAL AERIAL To 2 Rooms JUST £80 
^ 3 Rooms JUST £100 4 Rooms JUST £120 ^ 


Blinds & Curtains 


WHY USE US? 

3 Vertical Blinds for £89 Fitted 
3 Roller Binds for £129 Fitted 
20% off all Romans 
50% off on Wood Venetians 

BOOK YOUR FREE QUOTE 
0800 9078631 
0121 285 5155 
Text 07707435964 


WE OFFER 

° Free Measurement 
° Free Quotes 
° Free Fitting 
° Fast Local Service with 
appointments to suit you 

Qjjeen Bunds 

VIEW OUR FULL RANGE AT www.queenblinds.co.uk 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Roman -Curtains 
-Vertical -Awnings 
-Roller -Shutters 
-10% off thermally efficient Shut¬ 
ters and outdoor awnings! 

- 40% off Conservatory roof blinds! 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384886162/01902 500204 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 



DECOR 

Do You Need A Plasterer, 


TELEPHONE FRED FOR A RELIABLE 
AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Fully insured 

Free quotes and advice on: 

07904 441412 - DAYTIME 
01384 572371 - AFTER 6PM 


driveways & patios 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



driveways & patios 




Over 40 years exp 
All Works fully insure 
No deposit taken 
Payment on completion of work 


Commercial & Domestic 
Tarmacadam 
Slab Laying 
Block Paving 
Feature Brickwork 


Tel: 01384 234592 www.johnfarney-tarmaccontractors.co.uk 




Double Glazing 


MISTY UNITS 
REPLACED 

Buy Direct from the manufacturer 
Est. 1999 


Cttttiift 




Reduce heat loss 
by up to 75% 


Also upgrade your existing double glazed units 
to Pilkington Energikare, it will help to reduce the 
amount of heat lost through your windows by up 
to 75%, lock, handles, hinges. 

S 


0 YEAR GUARANTEE - FREE QUOTATIO 


Delph Glazed Units 

Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Btietley Hill DY5 2UA 

www. delphglaz edunits .co.uk 

^ Telephone: 01384 573 074 


Misted Sealed Units? 
Contact us for a free quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 O ^ 

Email: quotations© PW 
blackcountryglazing.com ocmtx*"" 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 <B5H< 


Electricians 


1 


AM ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Par|'Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / Showjm Extra Sockets 
PAT Testing /^Safety Reports 
CCTV / Burgular Alarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 2370 v 
07785 781652- 


MB^J electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
local service call: I - 


mbelectric. co.uk\ 


Fencing 


John Farney 

- 

A 


Fencing 6 Gates 


% 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 

01384242891 Of 07970 300586 


Household Appliances 


GASUIflV.0 

Est 1976 1 



For complete peace of mind and a 
friendly service, why not visit Gasway. 

For free expert advice and quotes on cookers, 
gas fires, fire surrounds and much more! 

20 Lower High Street, Stourbridge 
01384 372246 


Handyman 


lat pack furniture • Curtain and blind hanging • Felting 
sheds • Changing locks • Painting and decorating • Putting up 
shelves • Putting in upvc double glazing windows 
• Laying of ceramic/laminate floors • Hanging doors 
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 
Call Simon for a FREE Quote 

0121 679 8968 / 07988 263578 


Gardening 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 



m m 


Gardening 



m 


Professional Tree Services 
• Crown Reduction/Lifts • 

• Felling • Stump Grinding • 

• 24 hour Emergency Call Out • 
Free Quotations • Fully Insured • 
HNPTC Qualified 
Local authority 
approved contractor 
All work carried out 
to BS3998 
www.timbertim.com 
Enquiries@timbertim.com 

01384 78559 

BRIERLEY HILL 


Locksmiths 


LOCK PROBLEMS? 

All lock work undertaken on UPVC, Composite, 
Wooden, Aluminium and Garage Doors 
Key Safes supplied and fitted 
Call for a free quote 

Tony Lane 01384 354344 
07540 380140 



DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 
JET WASHING SERVICE 



(MIDLANDS) LTD. 

CONTACT ANDY OR GRAHAM NOW 
FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

( 01384 ) 869605 
07950 659668 / 07754 676336 


www.fine-linepaving, co. uk 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Pets Corner 


CM 



3 YEARS IN BUSINESS 


4 PETS WHO KNOW 
ACOODTHINC! 

For all your pet 

GROOMING REQUIREMENTS 
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES! 



FREE 

GAT GROOMING SERVICE 
now AVAILABLE. 


PICK UP AND 
^DROPOF^ 

►(ALLCARYiOI 184 891008 / 
07557648100 

217 High Street, Lye, DY 9 8 JX 
Email: poshkutz.gf@googlemail.gom 































































































Local Specialists 

IL_-___ T ___ 

Plumbing & Heating ■ Roofing 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 

^ All General Plumbing Undertaken 

Y •Bathrooms Suites 
9 1 v • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 
1 j • Outside Taps Fitted 

• Leaks Repaired 

• PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


www.rsplumbmg-halesowen.co.uk 

Call Richard: 07902 557 496 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


dhplasurers 


i 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 


DY PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

Low cost hourly rates 
from with no call out 
charges. 24 years exp 
We do the lot. 

Drips to full installs. 

0800 7723998 
07467 129189 


I city*# 

Guilds 


Property Maintenance 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And 
Specialist Machine Rendering 

★ Rendering ★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

★ Flooring And Tiling ★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 




Quality 

uPVC • Fascias • Soffits • Guttering 
• Tile Edging • Roofing 

Also 


CONCRETE GUTTERING 


Specialist removal 
Replacing with 
Modern low maintenance 
Upvc Fascias and Soffits 

No Free 
Gimmicks 
Family 
Business 

Local 

References 
if required 

Giving homeowners peace of mind 
ALWAYS FREE ADVICE 
AND QUOTATION 

Freephone 
0800 799 9413 

to speak to Mark 

123 Amblecote Road, Brierley Hill, 
West Midlands DY5 2YD 


All work 
guaranteed 
with HomePro 
Insurance 

Registered with 



Membership 

lomePro No 554518 




Roofix Roofing 

Flat roofing specialists 


All types of flat: roofing systems 
Tiling Work, Fascia, Soffits and Guttering 
Chimney Repointing, Free Quotations 

Tel: 01902 560892 
Mobile: 07952 442017 
www. roof ixwm. co. uk 


edt. <Kten 30 ifetvtd- 

Roofing Contractors 

* Small repairs £ 15 * Gutters cleaned £ 15 * Pointing £ 15 
* Fascias and gutters cleaned £30 * Missing slates £25 
•Chimney, retiles, repointed £30 
* High performance flat roof (25 years guarantee) 

• Fibreglass sheeting • uPVC Verges 
•Flat roof repairs £25 *Tiling slating 
FREE advice on Solar panels save £££’s on your electric bill 

Telephone or text 07773 001 859 
01384 591 826 



ELIiliE 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 




Our Specialist Section offers you a wide range of 
local businesses and tradesman to deal with your 
needs and requirements. 







ID 

Call us on... 

01384 399901 M, 

0 

E-mail us at... 

sue.jones@expressandstar.co.uk M 

_ 

Post to... ^ 

Sue Jones, Stourbridge Chronide 

3 Market Street, Stourbridge DY81AB A 



London Theatre Breaks 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 


Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £159. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London 
hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening 
to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £229. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade, plus two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your 
choice (hotel supplements may apply). Includes a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance. 



Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 
Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and sightseeing. 

For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option, see the matinee performance before heading to the hotel for 
an evening meal. The Saturday Night option includes a ticket for the show to see an evening performance. 

Both breaks include a standard priced theatre ticket with the option to upgrade, overnight stay in a four-star outer 
London hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick-up points offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

*The "from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


For a theatre brochure please call the Promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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star ★extraTRAVEL 

For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Florimania 


Afternoon Tea at the 
Houses of Parliament 


Four days departing May 21 



at Hampton Court Palace 



PRICE FROM 


£299 


Here is a unique opportunity to experience 
afternoon tea at the Palace of Westminster, in 
the elegant surroundings of the Terrace 
Pavilion overlooking the River Thames. 

Prior to the afternoon tea being served, a Blue Badge 
guide will lead a tour at the Houses of Parliament through 
the House of Lords and House of Commons. 

Highlights will include Westminster Hall, which is a 
magnificent building and the oldest part of the estate; the 
Robing Room, a lavish room used by Her Majesty the 
Queen to don her royal attire before the opening of the Houses of Parliament, and the Lord’s Chamber - the most 
lavishly decorated room in the Palace of Westminster. The spectacular Royal Gallery and Princes Chamber along 
with several other areas are also part of the tour. 


Afterwards take a seat in the Terrace Pavillion in the 
House of Commons for a table service afternoon tea. 
This includes a tempting seasonal menu of savouries 
and sweets created by Parliament’s chefs plus a 
selection of loose teas or freshly brewed coffee. 

Visits to Kenwood House to explore the house and 
grounds; Kensington Palace, the current London home 
of Prince William, the Duchess of Cambridge and baby 
Prince George, plus a trip to the Royal Air Force 
Museum London, are also on the itinerary. 


INFO -- 

• Return coach travel 

• AftermnnT half t° ard accommodation 
Housed Commons Terrace ^a^ 1 ' 00 of the 

’ Msi'ts e toKpn 0f tha J ouses of Parliament 

and S? A S°° d H ° USe ' K6nSin9ton Pala00 

Visit to the Royal Air Force Museum London 
apples 00 ™ SUbj6Ct t0 availabilit y - supplement 

Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Two days departing March 14 


PRICE FROM 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

• Entrance to Hampton Court Palace and gardens 
for Florimania 

• Visit to Windsor 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star, offers a 
wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your security, our tour opera¬ 
tors are members of ABTA - the Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air 
Travel Organisers Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless 
otherwise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take bookings 
over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages for full description 
plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up points 
offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the 
exception of holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 

London Theatre 
Dine and Dance 
Weekend break 

Two days departing Jan 24 

★ 

• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation at a four-star outer 
London hotel 

• Ticket for the Saturday matinee performance of a West 
End Show of your choice 

• After dinner dancing with the hotel’s DJ 

• Services of a coach driver/tour representative 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 

• Please note the from price and price bands vary for each show - 
see brochure for details 
Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 


£109 


PRICE FROM 


£149. 95 * 


Butterflies 
and Orchids 

Two days departing March 6 


PRICE FROM 


£125 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Visit to the Royal Botanical Kew Gardens 

• Visit to RHS Wisley gardens 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Classical 

Spectacular 

at the Royal Albert Hall 

Two days departing March 22 


£129 


* Return coach travel 

* Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 

* Choir ticket for the Classical Spectacular concert 
(upgrades offered) 

* Sightseeing tour of London 

* Free time in London 

* Services of a tour manager 

* Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Cunard 175th 
Anniversary in 
Liverpool 

Two days departing May 24 


Strawberry Fields 

Penny Lane and the 
Cavern Club 

Three days departing May 29 and Sep 19 


Lindisfarne and the 
Alnwick Garden 

Three days departing Jun 12 and Sept 18 



PRICE FROM 


£109 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

• Visit to Liverpool to see the three Cunard Queens 
(Queen Mary 2, Queen Elizabeth and Queen Victoria) 
on the Mersey 

• Visit to Chester 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£179 


• Return coach travel 

• Two nights half-board accommodation 

• Beatles coach tour and entrance to the Cavern Club 

• Journey on the Ferry ‘cross the Mersey 

• Free time in Liverpool 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£185 


• Return coach travel 

• Two nights half-board accommodation 

• Tour of Northumbria’s Heritage Coastline and visit to 
Lindisfarne 

• Entrance to the Alnwick garden 

• Visit to Durham 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


London by Rail 


Two days various weekend departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£119. 95 


• Return standard class rail travel (upgrade offered) 

• Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation at a 
choice of four-star central London hotels 

• Free time in London 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Three-day option also offered from £169.95 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Organised by Omega Short Breaks (ABTA Y5914) 


The Italian Lakes 


Eight days various departure dates 2015 



PRICE FROM 


£719 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights half board accommodation, 

Lake Maggiore (four nights) Lake Garda (three nights) 

• Guided tour of Lake Maggiore and the Borrowmean 
Islands 

• Full day tour of Lake Garda 

• Day exploring Lake Como 

• Visit to Sirmione on Lake Garda 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability -supplement applies 
Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


Dubrovnik, the 
Dalmatian Coast 


and Montenegro 

Eight days various departure dates 2015 



PRICE FROM 


£789 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights half-board accommodation 

• Guided visits of Dubrovnik and Split 

• Visit to Krka National Park 

• Tours of the Dalmatian Coast and Montenegro 

• Visits to Trogir and Mostar 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability -supplement applies 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Madeira Winter Sun 


Eight days 

selected departures Feb and Mar 2015 



PRICE FROM 


£639 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights 4-star hotel accommodation 

• Breakfast, lunch and dinner buffets 

• Included drinks during meals (limited to aperitifs 
local wine and beer, soft drinks and local spirits) 

• Tours of Funchal and Western Madeira 

• Visit to Quintas do Bom Sucesso botanical gardens 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability -supplement applies 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782, ATOL 6081) 











































Yeltz are 
through 
to first 
round 

FA Trophy 3rd Qualifying 
Round 

Halesowen Town 2 
Gresley FC 0 

LATE goals from Iyseden 
Christie and Chris Lait fi¬ 
nally overcame Gresley’s 
stubborn resistance. 

Halesowen were pro¬ 
pelled into the FA Trophy 
first round proper. Gritty 
Gresley’s hopes were 
boosted on the news that 
their Halesowen nemesis 
Ben Haseley would miss 
the game through a virus. 

And it was the Moat- 
men who were much 
happier with the goal-less 
first half after containing 
their higher league hosts 
to keep them from getting 
ahead in the game. 

Christie stabbed just 
wide from eight yards in 
the 15th minute and Gres¬ 
ley goalkeeper Ross At¬ 
kins made a tremendous 
38th minute save after 
Robert Thompson-Brown 
was put clear on goal with 
Danny Bragoli only plant¬ 
ing the inviting rebound 
over the bar. 

Halesowen’s patience 
was paid off with two 
goals within in the last 10 
minutes. 

On the 81st minute 
Christie finally got the 
Yeltz off the mark. A de¬ 
fensive lapse saw home 
substitute Lait steal in. 

The Yeltz have been 
drawn away to Gateshead 
on Saturday December 13. 

Golbourne 
will be out 
for weeks 

WOLVES defender Scott 
Golbourne faces several 
weeks out after suffering a 
recurrence of his long-term 
foot injury. 

The 26-year-old full-back 
only made his return at 
Brentford on Saturday after 
missing nearly two months 
with plantar fasciitis - a 
problem which affects the 
arch of the foot. 

But he lasted just 45 
minutes at Griffin Park be¬ 
fore having to come off and 
head coach Kenny Jackett 
revealed the defender now 
faces even more time on the 
sidelines. 

“The first estimate is that 
he will be out for several 
weeks,” he said. 

“It is what he had before 
and that will be a good few 
weeks out.” 


Edwards apologises to Wolves fans for loss 


DAVE EDWARDS has apologised to sup¬ 
porters after admitting Wolves “capitulat¬ 
ed” at Brentford at the weekend when he 
and his team mates came away from the 
Bees’ ground defeated. 

Kenny Jackett’s men slumped to a fourth 
straight Championship defeat as they were 
beaten 4-0 at Griffin Park on Saturday in 
front of a sold-out away following of 1,603. 

And Molineux midfielder Edwards admits 
their current form simply isn’t good enough 
with his boss calling for the squad to start 
putting up a fight in the coming matches. 

“We have to make our apologies to the 
fans,” he said. 


Football 


“For whatever reason at the moment, it’s 
just not good enough.” 

Wolves fell behind to Alan Judge’s first- 
half opener but were still well in the game 
until Stuart Dallas doubled the Bees’ ad¬ 
vantage with 16 minutes to go and effec¬ 
tively sealed the fate of the visitors and 
added to the growing tally of goals mount¬ 
ing against Wolves. 

Things then got only got worse for Wolves 
when Andre Gray and Jato, in stoppage 


time, added further goals for the hosts to 
seal the game and shut out Jackett’s men. 

Edwards added: “As soon as we conceded 
the second goal, like against Forest, we just 
capitulated. We can’t do that and for that 
we are sorry to the fans - it’s not a good 
display for them to see. 

“Hopefully they know that we are doing 
all we can inside to try and put things right. 

“We will be working our socks off this 
week to make sure we can turn it around 
and get some confidence from somewhere 
going into the Bournemouth game on Sat¬ 
urday.” 

Edwards believes the players need to 


stand up and be counted in order to halt a 
slump which has seen Wolves fall to 12th in 
the table. “A lot of the lads here won’t have 
been in this situation before, although the 
older lads have done,” he said. 

“It is about trying to keep a cool head 
because it does become more difficult when 
you are losing 2-0 or 3-0. 

“It becomes harder to get on the ball, 
harder to make those passes, but we are 
professional footballers - that is what we 
are paid to do and we have to do it. 

“It’s only us on the pitch that can change 
it and we need to stand up and be counted,” 
added Edwards. 


DK grab sweet win 
over Bournville side 


DK 52 Bournville 15 

WITH a North Midlands Cup Plate match to 
play, both sides selected squads with an eye 
to the future. 

They rested players and exposed others to the 
First Team environment. This provided fans from 
both clubs with a very entertaining game which was 


high on effort and commil 

Though, the final score 
of 52-15 to DK does not re¬ 
flect the competitive nature 
of the first half which fin¬ 
ished 19-10 to DK, but DK 
were able to steadily impose 
their game on Bournville in 
the second half when they 
added five more tries. 

The opening encounters 
of the game were mainly 
dominated by Bournville. 

They were rewarded by a 
penalty and then added a try 
by their full back Scott Har¬ 
man which was converted. 

From a lineout, Chris 
Gledhill secured the ball 
which flashed across the DK 
backs to Laured Kalari who 
made a break, off loading to 
Ben Brown who scored the 
try, converted by Kieran 
Pinches. Later in the half 
Ben Brown added a second 
try. 

Just before half timeprop 
Rich Gresswell crashed over 
for a well-deserved try in his 
first competitive game for 
the first team. 

Within a few minutes 
the second half the game 
was effectively won, when 
Ben Brown scored a third, 
and Donavon Smile raced 
under the posts, following a 
fine run down the left wing, 
to which Kieran added the 
extras. 

The forwards had laid the 
platform for this victory. 


Rugby 


The scrummage was com¬ 
petitive . 

The centres finished off 
the scoring with Laured 
scoring the next following 
a fine line break by Kieran 
made it. 

Then an angled run by 
Donavon Smile saw him in 
for a try to make it a brace 
for the centre. Kieran added 
the extras. 

Laured then finished the 
try scoring and with the 
conversion saw DK 52-10 
up. 

The Bench had been emp¬ 
tied by this point with Ash 
Newel replacing the excel¬ 
lent Rich Gresswell. 

The other two replace¬ 
ments were an interesting 
duo who certainly deserved 
their chance after some ex¬ 
cellent performances earlier 
in the season, Rhys Davies 
and Joey Kennedy, once 
again their first competitive 
first team games. 

Bournville showed the 
competitive nature of the 
game by coming back to 
score the last try through 
their Aussie No. 14 to make 
the final score 52—15. 

It turned out to be a thor¬ 
oughly entertaining game. 


Tennis club honours members at awards night 



Richard Cartwright with from left, Michael Scriven, Tom Badland, Ethan Adams, Lydia Condlyffe-Fisher 


WOLLASTON Lawn Tennis Club 
honoured its members through its 
annual presentation evening. 

Club chairman John Cutler, and 
coach Richard Cartwright presented 
trophies and medals to the club’s 
2014 champions both young and old. 

Awards were presented to all those 
who had taken part in the 2014 Jun¬ 
ior Club Championships, with other 
awards given to most improved 
player and also outstanding commit¬ 


ment to the club during the year. 

The year has seen the club under¬ 
take new initiatives with perhaps 
the main achievement being the self- 
funded £130,000 investment in new 
Courts. 

This has been to renovate four of 
the eight courts at the club, two of 
which offer an excellent clay surface 
to simulate Roland Garros in Paris. 
New improved flood lighting have 
also been added to the Courts. 


Mr Cutler said, it was a wonderful 
occasion to celebrate the Club’s 2014 
Champions but also reflect the Clubs 
achievements in what has been a 
busy year. 

“We’ve completed a £130k invest¬ 
ment project. More than this though 
we have tried to take on new events 
and competitions to offer something 
to everyone. It was wonderful to be 
able to celebrate everyone’s efforts 
during the year.” 


Whiley 
comes in 
third at 
Masters 

HALESOWEN’S Jor- 
danne Whiley claimed 
third place in the prestig¬ 
ious Wheelchair Tennis 
Masters in London as she 
fought back from the blow 
of her semi-final loss. 

The 22-year-old de¬ 
feated world No.l Yui 
Kamiji of Japan 6-3, 6-3 
in the third-place play-off 
at the weekend. 

A day earlier Whiley 
had let a lead of a set 
and 5-2 slip to lose in the 
semi-finals of the event in 
London. 

The 22-year-old twice 
served for the match be¬ 
fore losing 6-7 (4-7), 7-5, 
6-2 to world No.3 Aniek 
van Koot of the Nether¬ 
lands, who went on to 
claim the title. 

She beat fellow Dutch¬ 
woman Jiske Griffioen 
3-6, 6-4, 6-1. 

“After Saturday I was 
pretty gutted and to be 
honest I still haven’t got 
over it but I didn’t want to 
finish on a low, I wanted 
to finish on a high and 
not just beat the World 
No.l once,” said Whi¬ 
ley. “I wanted to come 
out and do it again and I 
wanted to make sure that 
I got the first match point 
which I did so there were 
some personal goals that I 
wanted to achieve which 
I did. 

“I do see the positives 
coming out of this tourna¬ 
ment,” she added. 
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Albion will 
not get any 
new faces 


UNDER-FIRE boss Alan Ir¬ 
vine says Albion are unlike¬ 
ly to overhaul their squad in 
January despite several of 
their summer signings fail¬ 
ing to make an impact. 

Irvine revealed he has 
not been involved since the 
summer in drawing up lists 
of possible targets for the 
transfer window. 

And he reckons whole¬ 
sale changes will be difficult 
with the Baggies needing to 
offload players before they 
can add new faces to their 
squad. 

“Since the window closed 
I haven’t been in the re¬ 
cruitment room once so I’ve 
got no idea what the lists 
are,” admitted the Scot. 

“It’s not part of my remit. 
I focus on the squad we’ve 
got.” 


MISTY UNITS REPLACED 

Buy Direct from the manufacturer Est. 1999 I Delph 

Glazed Units 


e pukii 

ngton energi <are" 



energy efficient glazing 1 



Reduce heat loss by up to 75% 


Also upgrade your existing double glazed units to Pilkington 
Energikare, it will help to reduce the amount of heat lost 
through your windows by up to 75%, lock, handles, hinges. 


10 YEAR GUARANTEE - FREE QUOTATION 


Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est 
(by the tank), Brierley Hill 
DY5 2UA 

www.delphglazedunits.co.uk 

Telephone: . . 

01384 573 074 LI 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, December 4, 2014 


































SPORT 


Sweet win 

DK take spoils in 
friendly match 

Page 39 


Sports Desk 01902 319531 


Club honours 

Tennis players enjoy 
awards night 

Page 39 


email: Chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 



Hackett 
is given 
food for 
thought 

Buxton 4 Stourbridge 1 

MANAGER Gary Hackett 
was given plenty to ponder 
after watching Stourbridge 
finish very much second 
best to promotion-chasing 
Buxton. 

The opening goal on 25 
minutes had an element of 
fortune when Drew Cana- 
van’s challenge sent the 
ball into the path of Shaun 
Tuton and he evaded keeper 
Dean Coleman to slide the 
ball into the net. 

It seemed it wasn’t going 
to be Stourbridge’s day 
when Exodus Geohaghon 
and Jordan Fitzpatrick both 
limped off before the half 
hour mark and it got worse 
when Liam Hardy doubled 
Buxton’s lead just before 
half-time, converting a cross 
from Craig King. 

After a half-time rollick¬ 
ing, Stourbridge stepped 
up their game and after 
Kayelden Brown was fouled 
Canavan curled a stunning 
20-yard free-kick into the 
top corner to give them re¬ 
newed hope. 

Brown might have lev¬ 
elled, only for Buxton 
keeper Arron Jameson to 
save, and the hosts ended 
the stronger. 

A cross from the right 
bounced over the foot of 
Glassboys defender Chris 
Knight with Hardy tucking 
home his second and Lau¬ 
rie Wilson making it 4-1 in 
stoppage time. 

Runners in 
'Suicide' race 

ATHLETES from Dudley 
Kingswinford Running 
Club competed in one of the 
toughest off road races in 
the area. 

The Suicide 6 is a six-mile 
race organised by the Action 
Heart Charity held in Bag- 
geridge Country Park. 

The blue hoops managed 
a total 40 runnerswith Gary 
Bonner leading them home 
in 34th place in 43.48, just 
ahead of Dave Norman, 
a place and a mere seven 
seconds adrift and Darren 
Bishop a further second be¬ 
hind in 38th place. 

James Wright held 
onto 42nd place in 44.16, 
from Mick Quane in 45.52. 
Simon Hughes was 68th in 
46.25, Kieran Pitt was 83rd 
in 47.59, Richard Tonks 
was 103rd in 48.43, Mark 
Judge was 111th in 49.24, 
Helen Tromans 116th in 
49.32, Paul Silk was 50.12 
for 124th place and Mark 
Homer clocked 50.19 (126). 


Tividale are simply out of Leek's league 


Leek Town 2 Tividale 0 

TIVIDALE went down to two goals that 
epitomised the step up in standard to the 
Evo-Stik First Division South. 

The first a pass of poor quality. The sec¬ 
ond a clinical finish from a moment of in¬ 
decision. And though the visitors battled 
gamely they were never able to quite bridge 
the gap in quality to the home side. 

Leek were a goal up after just 15 minutes 
when Matt Bell played a perfectly weighted 
ball inbetween Danny Ashton and Mark 
Smith for Tim Grice to run onto and finish. 

It was now going to be an uphill struggle 


Football 


to get back into the game but on 18 minutes 
Tividale had their first chance when Karl 
Edwards headed over a Mitchell Botfield 
cross. Five minutes later Roland Agbor fired 
a snapshot on the turn that Leek keeper 
Ross Etheridge held comfortably. 

Leek then had two chances within a min¬ 
ute to increase their lead. First a neat pass 
by Sam Hall played in Liam Shotton but 
his effort was turned for a corner by keeper 
Charlie Price. From the corner Price was 


again on hand to clear. Although Leek had 
the better of the half Tividale would have 
felt that they were still in it at 1-0 down 
going into half-time. But disaster struck 
in stoppage time when a split second of 
indecision over a clearance after Price had 
blocked a Dan Shelley shot was enough for 
Shotton to nip in and fire home the second. 

The visitors took the fight to the home 
side in the second period, although they 
could not mount a sustained amount of 
pressure to cause Leek too many real prob¬ 
lems. 

Leek on the other hand were always a 


threat and the first chance of the second 
half fell to Shotton. 

Tividale’s skipper Mark Smith seemed to 
slip just before a clearance and the ball ran 
through to Shotton but he fired wide. Zac 
Foster had Tividale’s first effort of the half 
on goal but it was deflected wide. 

A shot by Leek sub Sean Kinsella was 
saved at the second attempt by Price this 
after a great bit of play by Grice in laying 
off the ball to Kinsella. 

In the end that bit of quality from a side 
that was playing Conference football not 
long ago proved to be the difference. 


RYAN RACKS UP 
A RECORD TALLY 


Stourbridge 46 Preston Grasshoppers 36 

FULLBACK Caolan Ryan’s 36 points 
set a new club record for individual 
points scoring in a game. 

He has overtaken Ali Bressington who had 
scored 35 against Westcombe Park back in 
2008. It was as well for Stour that his goal- 
kicking radar was also functioning well. 


The first try was set up 
by centre Sione Tu’ipolotu 
rumbling up midfield from 
a lineout, flankers Nigel 
Mukarati and Eji Uzoigwe 
linking to put Ryan into 
space before winger Nathan 
Geekie outflanked the de¬ 
fences. 

The visitors opted to run 
from deep, recycled quickly 
for outside half Lewis Allen 
to spot a gap in the defen¬ 
sive line. Through he went, 
showing a clean pair of heels 
to score under the posts. 

Confidence 

Stour returned the com¬ 
pliment, Jacob Nash worked 
the ball right to Ryan who 
scored in the corner. 

Allen slotted a penalty 
but Stour secured another 
attacking lineout, this time 
centre Stef Shillingford 
driving it up the central 
channels before the alert 
Ryan found his way under 
the posts. 

Stour then moved the ball 
wide to Bressington who 
chipped over the fullback. 

The ball cannoned off the 
defending winger and was 
gathered by Ryan who dived 
on it to secure his hat-trick 
try then grabbed the conver¬ 
sion. 

Two further successful 
Ryan penalty kicks con¬ 
cluded the first half scoring. 


Rugby 


Stour restarted on the at¬ 
tack, but a turnover allowed 
Allen to counter, slicing 
through the defence to put 
fullback Mark Murray in. 

After a sequence of Stour 
attacks referee Claire 
Hodnett lost patience and 
sin-binned Preston’s re¬ 
placement prop Brad Tuff, 
Ryan slotting another pen¬ 
alty kick. 

But despite the numer¬ 
ical advantage a Stour at¬ 
tack was turned over deep 
in Preston’s 22, they coun¬ 
tered and Allen found him¬ 
self with acres of space . 

Ryan struck back with an¬ 
other penalty after the vis¬ 
itors dropped a scrum near 
their own line. 

Preston drove prop Peter 
Altham over in a catch and 
drive . 

They then spilled the ball 
in their 22, gifting a try to 
replacement outside half 
Gareth Bown who simply 
picked it up and wrong 
footed the defenders. 

Another overcooked lin¬ 
eout throw and some tired 
defensive work gifted Pres¬ 
ton centre Sam Russell a 
final try at the death. This 
Saturday Stour play league 
leaders Hull Ionians. 



Fullback and new club record points scorer Caolan Ryan celebrates one of his hat-trick of tries 


Wolves 
stung by 
the Bees 

Brentford 4 Wolves 0 

WOLVES’ head coach de¬ 
parted Brentford’s Griffin 
Park knowing he faces the 
biggest challenge since he 
first walked into the Comp¬ 
ton Park training ground 
some 18 months ago. 

The 4-0 defeat will have 
hurt Kenny Jackett, clearly, 
as will the way in which 
those goals were conceded. 
So too will his team’s con¬ 
tinued inability to fire at the 
other end - it is now some 
307 minutes since Wolves 
scored. 

For 29 minutes they 
looked set to deliver the 
kind of solid, secure perfor¬ 
mance required before one 
poor pass from Lee Evans 
saw them horribly exposed. 

When Gray then burst 
forward down the left, it 
took just one simple square 
pass to the onrushing Judge 
to open up the Wolves back- 
line, the latter taking a 
touch before sliding a finish 
past Carl Ikeme. 

They were again undone 
far too easily for the second 
goal, when Pritchard set up 
Dallas for the simplest of 
finishes. Gray then thumped 
one in. 

Jota slid home in the 
fourth minute of stoppage 
time.. 

Nathan nets 
winner for TD 

Team Dudley 3 Trysull 2 

STEVE Whitehouse and 
17-year-old Calvin Camp¬ 
bell had put them 2-0 ahead 
before Trysull could get a 
foothold in the game. 

They were level with an 
81st minute Danny Patrick 
effort and Liam Illsley’s 
strike five minutes later - 
Dudley’s Nathan Jones hit 
the winner. 
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